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	Live Chat with Chair Pam O’Connor Set for Wednesday, December 12 at Noon 

Media Relations issued a second news release this afternoon noting Metro Board Chair Pam O’Connor’s LIVE Chat to take place on Wednesday, December 12 at noon.  The release calls upon the community to share their ideas for creating a “Greener” world.

LA City Council Transportation Committee Discusses the Fare Reimbursement Agreement

Today, the Los Angeles City Council Transportation Committee discussed the Fare Reimbursement Agreement.  The Transportation Committee Chair stated that the Fare Reimbursement Agreement was not placed on the Metro Board agenda and therefore the item was a moot issue at this point.  The Committee approved LADOT's recommendation to discontinue acceptance of all Metro passes on LADOT's DASH and Commuter Express transit services effective January 1, 2008.  LADOT will continue to accept the countywide E-Z transit pass and planned TAP card on all its fixed route transit services.  The full City Council is scheduled to consider the item tomorrow, Tuesday December 4th, at its regular council meeting.

LA City Council Transportation Committee Discusses Traffic Operations along Olympic and Pico Boulevards
Today, LA City Council Transportation Committee discussed LADOT’s report on traffic operation on Olympic and Pico Boulevards.  The report proposes a three phase approach to improve traffic flow on Olympic and Pico.  Phase One would implement continuous peak period curb lanes in both directions.  Phase Two would implement directional signal operation, which would favor westbound travel on Olympic Blvd. and eastbound travel on Pico Blvd.  The staff report says the first two phases could be implemented within existing resources and budgets.  Phase Three would institute a directional flow operation where all lanes, except two, would serve the preferential direction.  
Committee members heard extensive public comment on the proposal.  Staff for Mayor Villaraigosa and Councilmember Jack Weiss spoke in support of the proposal.  Councilmember Herb Wesson’s staff presented a proposal to terminate the east boundary at La Cienega Blvd. instead of La Brea Ave.  Metro staff expressed a desire to work with LA City to evaluate the impacts of the plan on transit riders in the corridor with the goal of maintaining or improving the mobility of our customers.  The committee continued the item to an unspecified date, after the first of the year, to allow time for public outreach and comment. 
December Meeting Schedule Set for Metro Community-based Transit Service Sector Governance Councils

Metro’s five community-based transit service sector governance councils will hold their regular monthly public meetings in December to discuss various transportation issues in their service sectors.

Residents within the San Fernando Valley, San Gabriel Valley, Gateway Cities of southeast Los Angeles, the South Bay and the Westside/Central area interested in helping to improve Metro Bus service in their communities are encouraged to attend the monthly meetings.  Governance councils work closely with Metro’s community-based service sectors in studying and planning service improvements and efficiencies of Metro Bus operations in their respective service sectors.

The following are the recently released Metro Governance Council December meetings:
· Metro San Fernando Valley Service Sector; Wednesday, December 5, 2007; 6:30 p.m.; Marvin Braude Constituent Service Center, 6262 Van Nuys Blvd., Van Nuys 

· Metro San Gabriel Valley Service Sector; Monday, December 10, 2007; 5 p.m.; San Gabriel Valley Sector Office, 3449 Santa Anita Ave., 3rd Floor, El Monte 

· Metro Westside/Central Service Sector; Wednesday, December 12, 2007; 5 p.m.; La Cienega Tennis Center, Sunset Room, 325 S. La Cienega Blvd., Beverly Hills 

· Metro Gateway Service Sector; Thursday, December 13, 2007; 2 p.m.; The Gas Company, 9240 Firestone Blvd., Downey 

· Metro South Bay Service Sector; Friday, December 14, 2007; 9:30 a.m.; Carson Community Center, 801 E. Carson, Carson
A copy of the meeting agenda or additional information can be found at http://www.metro.net/board/mtgsched.htm 
December 16 Metro Service Changes

Media Relations distributed a news release this morning outlining service enhancements and changes effective December 16th.  The release notes the implementation of two new Metro Rapid Bus Lines as well as a new local/limited line and additional weekend service added to several bus lines.

Media Inquiry Regarding Discoveries Found During Excavation of the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension

Today, David Ono from Channel 7 News interviewed Metro staff regarding the discoveries found during the excavation at 1st/Lorena related to construction of the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension.  Metro staff provided information related to the findings and the community process that has taken place over two years in formulating a set of recommendations for the re-interment, memorial and ceremony.  Mr. Ono will be interviewing members of the community and will keep Metro abreast of when he expects the segment to air.
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