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	Senate Panel Approves Comprehensive Global Warming Bill

Late yesterday, the U.S. Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, chaired by Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA), marked up and approved a bipartisan global warming proposal that includes favorable provisions for transit. The legislation, entitled “America’s Climate Security Act of 2007” (S. 2191), calls for dramatic reductions in domestic emissions and establishes a marked-based emissions trading program. In addition, the committee included a key provision by Senator Ben Cardin (D-MD) that sets aside 1% of total emissions allowances for transit capital and operating purposes. According to Cardin’s office, the provision will amount to approximately $1 billion annually in dedicated transit funding to be allocated to the states. In addition, Senator Tom Carper (D-DE) signaled his interest in further expanding the transit allocation to include transit oriented development, intercity rail and bike and pedestrian facilities. This proposal may be part of subsequent discussions as the legislation advances to the Senate floor.

While the bill is not expected to pass this year and continues to be a work in progress, the committee’s decision to set aside a portion of climate revenues for transportation investments is a clear recognition of the positive role played by transit in reducing greenhouse gas emissions. As the legislation makes its way to the Senate floor, we will keep you apprised of new developments.

SCAG’s “State Of The Region” Report Released

The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) released its 2007 “State of the Region” report today, which grades the region in fundamental areas that include mobility/transportation, housing, income, employment, air quality, education safety and energy issues. On the transportation and mobility front, the region received a D-minus (up from an F grade received last year). 

The Daily News inquired today regarding Metro’s reaction to the report. The reporter was told that while we are grateful for having improved our grade from an F, we still fell short on what is needed to relieve traffic congestion. This is primarily because there just is not enough money for transportation purposed. The reporter was told that we know what works and a lot of transportation improvements have been implemented, but the real issue is having the dollars to do the things that will ease congestion and improve our mobility. 
The SCAG report also recommended establishing a benefit assessment district around transportation stations in an effort to fund transportation projects. The reporter was told that benefit assessment districts were formed along the first 4.4-mile segment of the Metro Red Line in 1986 and that the two districts formed generated approximately $130 million that was bonded and used for station construction on segment one. Collection of those assessments was deferred until the first segment was operational in 1993. The reporter was told that all options are on the table in terms of generating additional revenues for transportation. The story is expected to run tomorrow.

FTA New Starts Projects Quarterly Review Meeting
Yesterday, the FTA New Starts Projects Quarterly Review Meeting was held at Metro to discuss Metro’s construction projects. The meeting began with an opening statement from Edward Carranza, FTA Deputy Regional Administrator, Region IX.  He thanked Metro for recently hosting a delegation from India and noted the success of the Safety and Security Roundtable held in North Hollywood, which will be a semi-annual event as the FTA continues to focus efforts on transit safety and security and ridership. 

Metro Finance staff presented Metro’s efforts to obtain Proposition B funds and Planning’s efforts on the Congestion Management Program. Also presented was the Metro Board’s recent action to approve the installation of gates on the Metro Rail System in an effort to beef up fare enforcement and enhance security. This project will take 18-24 months to complete.
Metro Rail staff provided an update on the 2550 Rail Vehicle Program, highlighting the reorganization of the Metro Team and noting Metro’s “Big Push” to get Ansaldobreda and the project on track.

Metro Construction Management staff highlighted the status of Metro’s Construction Program including the Eastside and Exposition Light Rail Transit (LRT) Projects and the I-405 High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) Lane Project with Caltrans. They also provided an update on the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension quarterly accomplishments including the completion of over two-million man-hours without incident. Staff acknowledged the completion of the Safety and Security Management Plan (SSMP) and Revision 5A of the Project Management Plan (PMP). An update on the Mid-City/Exposition LRT Phase 1 and Phase 2 Projects was also provided. 
Metro Planning staff provided an update on the Crenshaw Corridor, Westside Extension, Regional Connector and Eastside Transit Corridor Projects.
The next FTA New Start Projects Quarterly Review Meeting is tentatively scheduled for February 27, 2008.
Tarrant Regional Transportation Coalition (TRTC) Meeting 

Yesterday, I spoke at the Tarrant Regional Transportation Coalition (TRTC) Meeting, which was attended by over 150 people, regarding various mobility tools that Metro employs to relieve transit congestion in Los Angeles County. My presentation emphasized and focused on Metro’s Bus Rapid Transit – Orange Line in particular, and the success that it continues to demonstrate as evidenced by its growing ridership. I also spoke about Metro’s latest high capacity buses, the 65-foot articulated bus, which are the largest in the country.

TRTC is a non-profit transportation advocacy organization composed of municipalities, counties, other transportation agencies, Chambers of Commerce and businesses that have banded together to address the growing transportation crisis in the western half of the Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex.
Metro Volunteers Out in Force in Van Nuys This Weekend
Metro Volunteers will be out in force in Van Nuys this weekend promoting the agency and its services at two different locations. 
The first event will take place at the Amtrak/Metrolink Station on Van Nuys Boulevard. Staff will set up a transit information table for the crowds expected to attend this open house. This annual celebration includes waiting for Santa to arrive on a special holiday train. 
The second event taking place is the “Renewable LA: First Annual Solar Open House and Green Holiday Gift Fest” on Airport Business Park Way. During this event, Metro Volunteers will pass out bus and train schedules also to help promote public transit.
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