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· House Clears Stopgap Spending Bill
· Southern California Congressional Delegation Unites to Demand Fair Allocation of State Goods Movement Funds
· Media Relations Issues News Release on Go Metro to 2008 Rose Parade


	House Clears Stopgap Spending Bill

Earlier today, the U.S. House of Representatives passed another continuing resolution (CR) that will keep the federal government operating through Friday, December 21st.  Today's action was necessitated by virtue of the fact that the current CR expires tomorrow and only one out of 12 spending bills has been signed into law.  

On the appropriations front, the months-long standoff between Congress and the White House appears to be on the verge of a final resolution.  House and Senate Democrats plan to assemble a massive omnibus appropriations package that incorporates the remaining 11 spending bills, including the transportation measure.  The package will adhere to the President's overall spending figure of $933 billion, which will require $23 billion in spending reductions.  Such reductions may come in the form of an across-the-board cut, along with other programmatic reductions.  

The omnibus spending bill is expected to reach the House and Senate floors next week.  As details become available, we will keep you informed.
Southern California Congressional Delegation Unites to Demand Fair Allocation of State Goods Movement Funds

Twenty five Members of Congress from Southern California joined together this week to demand that the State of California reconsider the manner in which it plans to allocate goods movement funds derived from Proposition 1B.  In a strongly worded letter sent by members of the U.S. House of Representatives from Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino and Ventura counties to Dale Bonner, the Secretary of Business, Transportation & Housing, the case was made that Southern California was being shortchanged in getting its fair share of goods movement dollars.  The Members of Congress stressed that our region, which handles over 80% of the state’s containerized cargo and whose residents endure enormous health effects from the goods movement industry, needs to receive the lion’s share of money from Proposition 1B’s Trade Corridor Infrastructure Fund.  We were pleased to work with the original authors of this bi-partisan letter, Representatives Gary Miller (R-CA) and Laura Richardson (D-CA), and thank all Members of Congress who united to co-author this much needed correspondence.  For your review, please find attached a copy of the Southern California Congressional Delegation’s letter addressed to Secretary Bonner.

Media Relations Issues News Release on Go Metro to 2008 Rose Parade

Today, Media Relations distributed a news release noting that Metro will run trains all night long New Year’s Eve to make getting to Rose Parade® easy.  The release also notes that with Parade traffic in Pasadena choking streets and freeways, Metro Rail remains the single best way to enjoy all Tournament activities for locals and out-of-town enthusiasts alike.  The 2008 Rose Parade themed “Passport to the World’s Celebrations” will include a full gamut of proud marching bands, beautiful floats and high-stepping equestrian units.  Metro provides easy transport into Pasadena via the Metro Gold Line, which, along with all Metro Rail lines, will operate all night long to transport parade goers.  As an added incentive, Metro will be offering free train rides until 2 a.m.  Attending parade festivities after 2 a.m. New Year’s Day is easy using the $5 Metro Day Pass.
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