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· Governor Schwarzenegger Announces Special Session to Address Fiscal Emergency
· LACTFC’s Transportation Funding Conference -- January 10, 2008
· Bicycle and Pedestrian Access Study Completed for Four Metro Green Line Stations
· Tournament of Roses Metro Gold Line Promotion
· Metro Art Tours Featured in 22 National Newspapers on Sunday
· Next Week’s Procurement Postings


	***Please note that there will be no Daily Briefs published next week.  I wish you all a safe and happy holiday and a wonderful New Year.

Governor Schwarzenegger Announces Special Session to Address Fiscal Emergency
Governor Schwarzenegger today announced that on January 10, 2008, he will call the Legislature into a Special Session to address the State Budget deficit. 
Under Proposition 58, the Governor must issue a proclamation declaring a fiscal emergency, calling a special session and then declaring the nature of the emergency. The Governor must also introduce legislation making budget corrections. The Legislature then has 45 days to approve legislation addressing the emergency and transmit that legislation to the Governor. If such legislation is not transmitted within 45 days, the Legislature may not consider any other bills or adjourn for joint recesses.
We will keep you updated as more information becomes available.

LACTFC’s Transportation Funding Conference -- January 10, 2008

On Thursday, January 10, 2008, the Los Angeles County Transportation Funding Collaborative (LACTFC) is hosting a "business, labor, health, environmental, and community conference to discuss strategies to finance a modern transportation system in LA County". The conference, entitled “It’s Time to Move LA!” (Flyer Attached), will bring together key constituencies to explore alternative transportation funding and implementation strategies.  
Earlier this week, I met with LACTFC Director Denny Zane to discuss the conference at which many of our Board members and staff are already involved as speakers or panelists. We are a conference funding sponsor along with the Annenberg Foundation, Urban Partners, JSM Capital, Tom Safran & Associates, Environment Now and others. Thirty-five organizations, including the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce, Valley Industry & Commerce Association, San Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership, Los Angeles County Federation of Labor/AFL-CIO, American Lung Association (Los Angeles Office), UCLA Institute of Transportation Studies, California League of Conservation Voters, etc., who represent business, labor, environmental and other interests, are participating as convening organizations. I expect LACTFC will continue to gather additional funding sponsors and convening organizations for the conference. 

Conference details are:

What:
“It’s Time to Move LA!” Conference

When:
Thursday, January 10, 2008

Where:
The Center at Cathedral Plaza
555 W. Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Board Members who wish to participate in the event, please contact my office at (213) 922-6888 so we can make the necessary arrangements.

Bicycle and Pedestrian Access Study Completed for Four Metro Green Line Stations
Metro Planning staff, in partnership with Odyssey, a non-profit advocacy group for a multi-modal transportation system, recently completed a bicycle and pedestrian access study of four Metro Green Line stations in lower income communities in the South Bay (Hawthorne, Crenshaw, Vermont and Avalon).  Funded through an FY 2006 Caltrans Community-Based Planning Grant, the study assessed access to the stations utilizing bus and rail passenger intercept surveys, counts of people walking and biking to/from the stations, community-based walk and bike audits around the station areas and visual surveys of the areas. Based on this input, access plans were developed for each station with potential infrastructure improvements for both bicyclists and pedestrians (Volume 1); a Toolkit for replicating the study at other transit stations (Volume 2) and a listing of Potential Funding sources (Volume 3) for these infrastructure improvements. Copies of Volumes 1-3 can be found in the Metro Library, or can be downloaded from the Odyssey website and will soon be available on the Metro and South Bay Cities COG websites.
Tournament of Roses Metro Gold Line Promotion

Board Chair Pam O’Connor, Directors David Fleming and John Fasana and I joined the 2008 Tournament of Roses Queen and Royal Court this morning to dedicate a special Gold Line train as the 2008 “Tournament Train.”  The commemorative train features colorful exterior artwork spanning two entire rail cars, and is presented as the biggest bouquet of roses ever delivered to the Tournament of Roses.  It will promote the Metro Gold Line service to tens of thousands of Los Angeles residents as it travels between downtown Los Angeles and Pasadena during the 10-day period leading up to New Year’s Day.  The Tournament of Roses parade and game are the biggest venue for Metro Gold Line service all year, with upwards of 60,000 train boardings on a single day. We are meeting that demand with quality all-night train service and free rides until 2:00 a.m. to ensure the public enjoys all Tournament festivities. Several media outlets, including KABC 7 and La Opinion covered the event, with stories expected to run today and tomorrow.

Metro Art Tours Featured in 22 National Newspapers on Sunday

Last Sunday a story featuring Metro’s art program and docent guided tours was carried in the travel sections of 22 different newspapers across the country including USA Today, Seattle Times, Toronto Sun, LA Times, Yahoo News, Sacramento Bee, San Diego North County News, Dallas Morning News and others.  The article stated that “the unusual tours will teach you about the city’s history, its public transportation system and the diverse artwork” in the Metro system.

Next Week’s Procurement Postings
Metro will release a Request for Proposals (RFP) next week for a Harbor Subdivision Transit Corridor Alternative Analysis and Financial Feasibility Study with Conceptual Engineering. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from December 20, 2007, to May 1, 2008.

Phase One will include a basic alternative analysis and financial feasibility study with conceptual engineering. Phase Two will provide a draft Environmental Impact Statement and Report.  Phase Three will require a final Environmental Impact Statement and Report. The reason for the study is to analyze the feasibility of implementing passenger transit service on the Metro-owned Harbor Subdivision currently operating as a freight rail line.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Phyllis Walker, Senior Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-1084.
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