R E S O L U T I O N
 

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations, or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental body or agency must first have been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

 

WHEREAS, the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) is a County agency that has three main duties:  operation of the regional bus system; planning and programming the County’s transportation funding; and exclusive rights to construct fixed guide way mass transit systems; and
 

WHEREAS, in June 2000, the MTA Board of Directors adopted the Eastside Extension Light Rail Transit alternative as the preferred mode of choice for rail services to the East Los Angeles community.   The Eastside Extension Light Rail Project is a 6-mile line beginning at Union Station in Downtown, where it connects with the Pasadena Gold Line, then heading east along 1st Street over the Los Angeles River, traveling under the communities of East Los Angeles and Boyle Heights, returning to the surface along third Street, and finishing beyond the 710 Freeway; and

 

WHEREAS, the Eastside Extension Light Rail project will serve one of the most transit-dependent populations in the nation and bring economic vitality to the region by generating over 45,000 short-term jobs and over 1,000 long-term jobs; and
 

WHEREAS, the MTA is currently finishing the final design phase for the project with construction ready to begin by the end of next year, if a federal Full Funding Grant Agreement (FFGA)  is secured; and

 

 
WHEREAS, the Federal Transit Administration has completed  its review of the FFGA for the Eastside Extension Light Rail Project, and USDOT Secretary Norman Mineta is currently reviewing the FFGA application; and 

 

WHEREAS, the completion of the FFGA is critical for the Eastside Projects because it guarantees that the federal government will pay its share of the project costs and without the grant the project could face significant delays. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby states its support for the completion of the Full Funding Grant Agreement, which would ensure the scheduled construction of the Eastside Extension Light Rail.
 

PRESENTED BY:__________________________________

                 




ANTONIO VILLARAIGOSA

Councilmember 14th District

