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        MTA LEGISLATIVE BRIEF

September 2, 2003

TO:

MTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

FROM:
ROGER SNOBLE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

STATE

AB 1096 (Bermudez) Specified Transportation Projects

AB 1096 was recently amended to allocate State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) funds to specified projects in Los Angeles County.  The bill has been referred to the Senate Committee on Rules for consideration of rule waivers.  

This bill would allocate $166,200,000 for the following projects:

· Widening I-5 between the Orange County line and the interchange with I-605   ($1.5 million dollars)

· Improvements to the Carmenita Overcrossing structure ($36.5 million dollars).  

· Construction of a high occupancy vehicle (HOV) lane on I-5 between SR-170 and SR-118, reconstructing interchange between I-5 and SR-170 and to improving soundwalls, undercrossings and on and off ramps in the surrounding area ($128.2 million dollars).

California Highway Patrol Seeks Public Transportation Account (PTA) Funds 

Over that last week, the California Highway Patrol has sought approximately $100 million in transportation related funds to backfill deficits in their budget.  At this point, a transfer of $30 million from the PTA to the California Highway Patrol operations is currently being considered by legislative staff in the Capitol.  If this transaction takes place, funding for transit capital projects would be in jeopardy, especially within the current context of state budget deficit and the suspension of Proposition 42.  Government Relations staff are working with the California Transportation Association to oppose this transfer.  

AB 839 (Salinas) Retention of Video Surveillance Recordings

AB 839 was approved by the full Senate this morning.  The bill will now be returned to the Assembly for a concurrence vote.

SB 795 (Karnette) Call Box Funds

SB 795 received its concurrence vote in the Senate this morning and will no be enrolled to the Governor’s office for signature.  The MTA Board has taken a “support” position on this bill.
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