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Federal
U.S. Senate Transportation, Treasury and General Government Appropriations Subcommittee holds markup of Fiscal Year 2005 bill
Senator Richard Shelby (R-AL) Chairman of the U.S. Senate’s Transportation, Treasury and General Government appropriations subcommittee, held a markup of the subcommittee’s Fiscal Year 2005 bill earlier today.  The markup followed the Senate Appropriations Committee’s action yesterday to approve the Fiscal Year 2005 302(b)* allocation for the subcommittee.
The bill marked up today does not include highway and transit earmarks.  Those earmarks are expected to be outlined during conference, when the House and Senate bills are reconciled.  In contrast to the Senate bill marked up today, the transportation bill passed by the full House Committee on Appropriations on July 22, 2004 did include earmarks, including $60 million for the Eastside Light Rail Line.

The MTA’s Government Relations Department will continue to work to ensure that our legislative priorities are fully addressed in both the House and Senate transportation appropriation bills for Fiscal Year 2005. 

* Once the federal budget is established, the 13 appropriations committees- each with specific departments of the federal government under its jurisdiction- is given an allocation to work within. This allocation is referred to as the committee's 302b allocation since section 302b of the budget act establishes this action
Local

City of Los Angeles

1998 Proposition A and Existing Federal Restrictions on Subway Tunneling
The Los Angeles City Council Transportation Committee yesterday, Wednesday September 8th, unanimously approved a motion by Councilmembers Tom La Bonge and Greig Smith, as amended, regarding the voter approved 1998 Proposition A and the existing federal restrictions on subway tunneling.  This amended motion “supports efforts to overturn only the portion of 1998 Proposition A that bans the development of subways in Los Angeles and rescind the existing federal restrictions on the subway tunneling in Los Angeles County to ensure that the option of constructing subways will be available to address the difficult transportation challenges in Southern California.”

The amended motion further requested “…that MTA take the lead in the formation of a regional coalition and direct(ed) DOT to participate in this coalition to consider the feasibility of developing additional subways in Los Angeles, including the use of above grade, at-grade and below-grade technologies.” 

Proposition A is known as the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) Reform and Accountability Act of 1998.

Wilshire Boulevard Bus Rapid Transit Demonstration Project

The Los Angeles City Council Transportation Committee yesterday, Wednesday September 8th, approved a Los Angeles Department of Transportation (DOT) report, as amended, regarding exclusive bus lanes on Wilshire Blvd. between Federal Avenue and Centinela Avenue.  The amended report would make the peak period bus lanes permanent, require further study of the traffic impacts, allow bicyclists to use the bus lane and supports the MTA Board’s action to ask adjoining municipalities to extend the length of the bus lane.  DOT was directed to report back to the Transportation Committee in six months.

Both of the above items are expected to appear on the full Los Angeles City Council agenda later this month.

If you have any questions concerning the Federal Brief please contact Government Relations Manager for Federal Affairs Raffi Hamparian at (213) 922-3769 or David Kim, Director of Federal Advocacy in Washington, DC at (202) 349-1483.

For questions concerning the Local Brief please contact Art Henry of Board Research Services at (213) 922-6976.
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