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          MTA LEGISLATIVE BRIEF

July 17, 2003

TO:

MTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

FROM:
ROGER SNOBLE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

FEDERAL

Details of the House Appropriations Committee’s Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury and Independent Agencies markup of its FY 2004 bill emerged late yesterday.  The markup was held on Friday, July 11th, yet the specifics of the measure, including amounts earmarked*, were released only yesterday by the subcommittee’s staff.  The subcommittee is led by Chairman Ernest Istook of Oklahoma.

The MTA will receive a significant amount in formula funding from this bill.  The bill provides several earmarks specifically for the MTA, including; $3.5 million for bus improvements and $1 million in Intelligent Transportation Systems for the Authority’s planned Regional Universal Fare System.

No funds were earmarked in the measure for the Eastside Light Rail Line.  Rather, the bill set aside $183 million in funding for projects that, like the Eastside project, do not currently have a Full Funding Grant Agreement.  Language in the bill directs the U.S. Secretary of Transportation to provide discretionary grants to these projects based on the annual New Starts report and guidance provided by Congress.

The Transportation Appropriations bill was expected to be considered by the full membership of the House Committee on Appropriations on Monday, July 21, 2003, but as of 7:00pm EDT, that mark-up has been postponed.  Informed sources report that an amendment making significant changes to the bill may be offered by the Chairman of the Appropriations Committee, Rep. Bill Young of Florida.  The MTA is working with Chairman Young, Chairman Istook and a number of Members of Congress to ensure that language favorable to the Authority is included in any amendment that may be offered in full committee.

The U.S. Senate’s Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury and General Government, which is led by Richard Shelby of Alabama, is expected to markup their FY 2004 bill next week.

For more information on this matter please contact Government Relations, Federal Manager, Raffi Hamparian at 213-922-3769.

* An earmark refers to funds set aside within an account for a specified purpose. Sometimes earmark refers to any congressional set-aside for a specified program, project, activity, institution, or location. At other times, the term more narrowly refers to set-asides for individual projects, locations, or institutions. For example, an appropriations bill including $100 million for a construction account may set aside $10 million of the construction funds for a particular project. In addition to setting aside funds, the earmark might also provide spending floors by stating that not less than $10 million must be used for the specified project. 

Some earmarks are included in the text of appropriations measures, floor amendments, and conference reports to such measures. If enacted, these earmarks are legally binding. 

Most earmarks, however, are included in the Senate and House Appropriations Committees' reports explaining a measure as reported. Earmarks are also frequently included in the managers' joint explanatory statement (or managers' statement) that accompanies the conference report. Committee reports and managers' statements do not have statutory force; departments and agencies are not legally bound by their declarations. These documents do, however, explain congressional intent and frequently have effect because departments and agencies must justify their budget requests annually to the Appropriations Committees. (CRS Report for Congress)
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