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U.S. House of Representatives Passes Transportation Appropriations Bill for Fiscal Year 2004

The U.S. House of Representatives moved yesterday to approve H.R. 2989, the Transportation, Treasury, and Independent Agencies appropriations bill for Fiscal Year (FY) 2004.  The measure passed by a vote of 381 in support and 39 opposed.

H.R. 2989 would fund federal transit programs at $7.2 billion, which is $52 million more than the FY 2003 level.  The measure would also provide $3.8 billion for transit formula programs.  The bill provides $1.2 billion for the New Starts and the Fixed Guideway Modernization programs.  The bill increases funding for the Bus and Bus Facilities program by $70 million over the FY 2003 level, to $677.7 million. 

The bill passed by the full House yesterday includes $10 million in New Starts funding for the Eastside Light Rail Line, $3.5 million for MTA bus and bus facilities, and $1 million in Intelligent Transportation Systems funding.

During House debate of the bill Rep. Thomas Petri of Wisconsin (Chairman of the Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on Highways, Transit and Pipelines) offered an amendment to eliminate language in H.R. 2989 that would have made the requirement to use 10% of Surface Transportation Program (STP) funds for Transportation Enhancements discretionary on the part of states.  Despite the opposition of the Chairman of the House Transportation Appropriations Subcommittee, Rep. Ernest Istook of Oklahoma, the amendment offered by Representative Petri was passed by an overwhelming margin, 327-90.  The majority of Los Angeles County's Congressional Delegation voted for the Petri amendment.

For the MTA, the Transportation Enhancements program serves to improve the regional transportation users experience by improving our transportation system's appearance, preserving attractive historic and scenic assets, and eliminating negative effects of transportation projects.  The Transportation Enhancements program has assisted the MTA in implementing a variety of non-traditional projects, ranging from the restoration of historic transportation facilities, to bike and pedestrian facilities, to landscaping and scenic beautification, and the mitigation of water pollution from highway runoff.  For example, the Transportation Enhancements program has funded the award winning restoration of the historic Santa Fe train depot in the City of Pomona and Heal the Bay in its efforts to reduce trash on the beaches of the Santa Monica Bay.

The Next Step in the Federal Appropriations Process for Fiscal Year 2004:

The entire U.S. Senate is slated to consider and pass its version of the Transportation Appropriations bill for FY04 shortly.  The U.S. Senate’s Appropriations Committee has already approved their version of the spending measure, which provides; $5 million in New Starts funding for the Eastside Light Rail Line and $3.5 million for MTA bus and bus facilities.

Upon passage of the Transportation Appropriations bill in the Senate, both the House and Senate bills will be reconciled in a conference committee* and then returned to each body.  After passage of the conference committee bill in both the House and Senate, the measure will be sent to the White House, where the President is expected to sign the bill into law.

*The MTA is working to ensure that its appropriations priorities are properly and fully addressed when the Transportation Appropriations bill is considered in conference committee.

U.S. Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta to Visit MTA This Week

The U.S. Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta will visit MTA Headquarters on Saturday, September 13, 2003.  

Secretary Mineta will present MTA Board Chairman Zev Yaroslavsky with two checks from the Federal Government.  The first check, in the amount of $39.8 million, is for the completion of the North Hollywood Extension of the Metro Red Line.  A second check, in the amount of $4.9 million, will assist the MTA purchase compressed natural gas buses.  Both checks are being granted as a result of earmarks that were included in the Transportation Appropriation bill for Fiscal Year 2003.  That bill was passed by the U.S. Congress earlier this year and was subsequently signed into law by President Bush.

Board Members who wish to attend this event are encouraged to call the number below for details.

For more information on the matters in this Legislative Brief please contact MTA  Government Relations Manager for Federal Affairs, Raffi Hamparian at (213) 922-3769.
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