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Senator Barbara Boxer Holds Rail Security Event at Union Station

Chairman Zev Yaroslavsky, Metrolink Chairman William Alexander, Amtrak Superintendent for the Southwest Division Rick Phelps, Chief of Transit Police Dan Finkelstein and I attended a press conference held by Senator Barbara Boxer at Union Station.  The press conference focused on the Railroad and Mass Transportation Public Protection Program Act (S.2276) that Senator Boxer introduced earlier this month.  

The bill authored by Senator Boxer would provide $500 million in rail security grants for Amtrak, other rail carriers, and providers of mass transportation for improvements to the security of the nation's rail and mass transportation system.  

In addition to discussing her rail security bill, Senator Boxer also expressed her support for the Rail Security Act of 2004 (S.2273).  That bill, authored by Senator John McCain of Arizona, was passed by the Senate Commerce Committee last week.  The McCain bill would provide over $1 billion in funding to meet immediate security needs for intercity and freight rail transportation providers.   Senator Boxer did note that the McCain bill does not include funds for mass transportation rail providers, which would include the MTA.  She expressed hope that this deficiency in the bill would ultimately be resolved.
Senator Boxer was able to add four provisions to the Rail Security Act of 2004;

1. The bill’s funding will be available for Amtrak Security in California and States outside of the Northeast Corridor.
2. Language in the bill ensures that state and local entities that own rail stations and tracks used by Amtrak would be eligible for security grants.

3. Amtrak Security grant funds can be used to purchase interoperable communications equipment and hire additional police personnel.

4. The bill includes a “Grade Crossing Security Study” to examine to what extent roads and highways are made inaccessible to emergency responders because of rail crossings.

State

Assembly Transporation Committee Hearing

The Assembly Transportation Committee heard over fifty bills on file on Monday, April 12, 2004.  The following is the latest update on the bills that we are currently tracking.

AB 2024 (Bermudez) – This bill was rescheduled to be heard in the Assembly Transportation Committee on April 19th.  AB 2024 would require the Secretary of the Business, Transportation and Housing Agency to prepare recommendations to implement incentives for port-related cargo during off-peak hours, disincentives for on-peak hours and mandatory hours of operations of port terminals, railroads, trucks, and distribution centers.  The MTA adopted a Work with Author position on the bill.

AB 2041 (Lowenthal) – This bill was passed on an 8-5 vote and has been referred to the Assembly Local Government Committee.  AB 2041 would create the Port Congestion Management District and require the district to impose a fee on containers shipped by truck in the Ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles between certain hours and days of the week.  The MTA adopted a Work with Author position on the bill.

AB 2042 (Lowenthal) – This bill was passed on an 8-6 vote and was referred to the Assembly Appropriations Committee.  AB 2042 would require the Ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles to ensure that all future growth at the port will have a zero net increase in air pollution.  The MTA adopted a Support position on the bill.

AB 2043 (Lowenthal) – This bill was passed on a 9-4 vote and was referred to the Assembly Natural Resources Committee.  AB 2043 would establish the Maritime Port Strategic Master Plan Task Force.  The MTA adopted a Work with Author position on the bill.

AB 2847 (Oropeza) – This bill was not heard on Monday.  It is scheduled to be heard on April 19th.  AB 2847 would impose an additional fee of $0.05 on each gallon of gasoline and diesel fuel sold in the state.  The MTA adopted a Neutral/Work with Author on the bill.

ACA 24 (Dutra) – This bill was not heard on Monday.  It is scheduled to be heard on April 19th.  ACA 24 would apply loan repayment provisions to the Transportation Investment Fund similar to those applicable to the State Highway Account.  The MTA adopted a Support position on the bill.
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