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TEA-21 Reauthorization – House Conferees Named To Conference Committee 

The Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives Dennis Hastert (R-IL) moved today to name conferees for the conference on H.R. 3550, the six year surface transportation bill.  Senate President Bill Frist (R-TN) named the Senate conferees on May 19, 2004.  The Speaker appointed fifty two House members as conferees.

Of the twenty four conferees appointed from the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, two hail from Southern California; Representatives Gary Miller (R-CA) and Bob Filner (D-CA).  

Of the twenty eight House members appointed as conferees to consider provisions related to the committees which they serve on, four are from California; Representatives David Dreier (R-CA) Chairman of the House Committee on Rules, Richard Pombo (R-CA) Chairman of the House Committee on Resources, Henry Waxman (D-CA) Ranking Member of the House Committee on Government Reform and George Miller (D-CA) Ranking Member of the House Committee on Education and the Workforce.

Last month, Senate President Bill Frist (R-TN) named twenty one conferees to the conference committee.  Of the eleven Republicans and ten Democrats named, one is from California; Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA).

The conference committee on the reauthorization bills may begin now that both House and Senate conferees have been named.  However, it is unclear whether continuing disagreements over the final dollar amount of the bill will permit the conference committee to successfully issue a conference report.  The MTA Government Relations Department will continue working with members of the Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation and Congressional leaders to advocate our programmatic and project priorities.

House Appropriations Chairman Proposes 302b allocations for Fiscal Year 2005

The Chairman of the House Committee, Rep. Bill Young (R-FL) on Appropriations proposed 302b allocations yesterday for the thirteen individual appropriations subcommittees under his jurisdiction.  Section 302b allocations refer to funding allocations the full Appropriations Committee must establish for each of its subcommittees under the authority of Section 302b of the Budget Act of 1974.

The Transportation, Treasury, and Independent Agencies appropriations subcommittee Chaired by Rep. Ernest Istook (R-OK) would receive an allocation of $25.4 billion under the proposal released by Chairman Young.  That figure is $3 billion or 10.3% less than last year’s 302b allocation for the subcommittee.

The 302b allocations proposed by Chairman Young are not official until they are ratified by a majority of the House Appropriations Committee members.  The Senate Appropriations Committee Chaired by Ted Stevens (R-AK) has not released its subcommittee allocations.
House Homeland Security Appropriations Subcommittee Marks-Up Fiscal Year 2005 Bill

The Chairman and members of the House Homeland Security Appropriations Subcommittee moved today to approve a $30.8 billion bill to provide for the operations and activities of the Department of Homeland Security in Fiscal Year 2005.

The bill includes $1 billion for high-density urban areas, including no less than $100 million for rail security.  Presently, it is unclear whether these funds will be earmarked or distributed through grants to major cities and transportation agencies.  The bill also includes $11 million for rail security demonstrations and $10 million for intercity bus security.
The total dollar amount of the bill is 5.3% above the Fiscal Year 2004 enacted level, but $308 million below the President’s budget request.

If you have any questions concerning the Federal Brief, please contact Government Relations Manager for Federal Affairs Raffi Hamparian at (213) 922-3769 or David Kim, Director of Federal Advocacy in Washington, DC at (202) 349-1483.
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