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FACT SHEET 

PROPOSITIONS A&C: YOUR PENNY AT WORK
ISSUE: AN INVESTMENT IN THE FUTURE
This year marks the 20-year anniversary of Proposition A and the 10-year anniversary of Proposition C.  The Proposition A and Proposition C programs are the ½ cent sales tax measures approved by the voters to finance various transportation projects in Los Angeles County.  Over the past two decades, Los Angeles County residents have received a profound return on their investment as various projects serve to address specific transportation. 

BACKGROUND: TAXING OURSELVES
Proposition A and C Programs were approved by voters in 1980 and 1990 respectively.  They are administered by the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA).  

PROPOSITION A & C PROGRAMS: GETTING LOS ANGELES COUNTY MOVING

The Metro Rail system, which includes over 60 miles of the Metro Red, Blue and Green lines, and the nearly 4,000 vehicles of the Metro Bus System are the well publicized projects benefiting from Proposition A & C funding, but these rail lines and buses only represent a portion of projects benefiting from the local funding.  Proposition A and C funding for transportation projects, programs and services includes:

· A total of  $1.612 billion in Prop A 25% since 1980 and a total of $736 million in Prop C 20% since 1990 of the ½ cent sales taxes designated as “local return” to be used by cities and the county for public transportation projects, programs and services; 

· $1 billion in Prop C funds since 1990 to cities for surface street improvements through the local Call for Projects administered by program that the MTA.  Some of this money funds the construction of new or expanded facilities.  Other projects include the coordination of traffic signals, intersection modifications and SMART corridors;

· In excess of $86 million in operating costs annually for municipal operators ranging from the general public demand response transportation programs like those in Arcadia and Claremont to larger fixed route operations Santa Monica and Foothill Transit. This $86 million is for FY 01 and includes Prop A 40%; Prop A Incentive; Prop C Foothill Mitigation, TSE, Base Restructuring, BSIP, and Security; and Interest from both;

· $200 million since 1994 for local, regional and paratransit services throughout the county, including Access Services Inc., an independent agency responsible for operating the complementary paratransit service required under the Americans with Disabilities Act (1990);

· $20 million annually for the Freeway Service Patrol, administered jointly by the MTA, Caltrans, and the California Highway Patrol.  The FSP is designed to reduce congestion and improve the safe and efficient flow of traffic on the freeway system by assisting motorists with disabled vehicles;

· An initial investment of over $90 million to match state grants for right-of-way for the Metrolink system, followed by $150 million for upgrading the property to prepare for operations, $15 million to date for Metrolink station parking expansions and other supporting investments, and approximately $30 million each year for operations, maintenance and security.  The Metrolink system provides 126 train trips per day, carrying more than 31,000 riders daily on 416 miles of track throughout the five-county region (Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, Riverside and Ventura); 

· $336 million for carpool lanes, also known as HOV or High Occupancy Vehicle lanes, an important part of the mobility strategy designed to encourage ride-sharing and move people more efficiently.  Proposition C funds were used to leverage over $1.05 billion in federal and state transportation funds;

· $358.8 million contribution to the Alameda Corridor, the $1.8 billion rail and truck project along Alameda Street between Downtown and the Port of Los Angeles.  This corridor is viewed as the future of global commerce for Los Angeles;

· $37.4 million in local funds for Alameda Corridor East (ACE) of the 17% of any fully funded project segments, with a maximum of $162 million of the $912 million total project cost;

· Fare subsidies have contributed to help keep current bus and rail fares in Los Angeles County remains one of the lowest in the nation.  Additionally, extensive discounts are provided to seniors, students and the disabled; and,

· $79 million annually in Proposition A funds for operation of the urban Metro Green Line, Blue Line and Red Line rail system. 

OTHER BENEFITS: BREATHING EASIER
In addition to improving mobility, these transportation projects and services have vastly improved the air quality in the Los Angeles area.  Propositions A and C revenues have provided cleaner transportation alternatives.  These alternatives all play vital roles in improving the region’s air quality, like the conversion to cleaner-burning fuels, the construction of lanes and the promotion of ride-sharing programs.

CONCLUSION: A PENNY GOES ALONG WAY

The coordinated effort as a result of the passage of Proposition A and Proposition C over a twenty-year period is creating a first-class transportation system in the county.  We are finally realizing the value of our penny for transportation.  The MTA is committed to working with groups throughout Los Angeles County to address all transportation concerns and will continue to ensure inclusive decision-making regarding transportation funding.

If you wish to register any feedback on this issue, or obtain additional information, please feel free to contact Claudette A. Moody, Director, Government Relations at (213) 922-2237. 
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