[image: image1.wmf] 

[image: image2.wmf] 


Government Relations

Bi-Weekly Communiqué

Current Events & Issues

    September 8, 2003

· Federal Appropriations Update - The U.S. Senate’s full Committee on Appropriations marked-up the Transportation, Treasury, and General Government Appropriations bill for Fiscal Year 2004 this afternoon. This bill had been marked-up in Subcommittee yesterday.

This spending measure, which is now slated to be considered on the floor of the U.S. Senate, provides $5 million in New Starts funding for the Eastside Light Rail Line.  That is half the amount provided by the House Committee on Appropriations when it passed their version of the Transportation Appropriations bill (H.R. 2989) for Fiscal Year 2004 on July 24, 2003.  The amount appropriated by the U.S. Senate today for the Eastside Project is sharply below the $55 million allocated for the light rail line in President Bush’s Fiscal Year 2004 Budget.

The spending measure passed today by the Senate also provides $3 million in bus and bus facilities for the MTA.  That is $500,000 less than the amount provided in H.R. 2989.

Pending final passage of H.R. 2989, which was considered on the floor of the U.S. House of Representatives today and final passage of the Senate Transportation Appropriations bill, the measures will move to a conference committee.

· Gold Line Eastside Extension  - On Tuesday, September 2, 2003, Los Angeles City Council Member Antonio Villaraigosa introduced a resolution, seconded by Council Member Tom LaBonge, in support of the completion of the Full Funding Grant Agreement (FFGA) for the Eastside Extension Light Rail project.  The item will be heard in a special Transportation Committee meeting, now tentatively scheduled for Monday, September 15, 2003.  The Committee is chaired by Council Member Villaraigosa, who plans to send the item forthwith to Council for adoption of the resolution on the week of September 15.

· State Update - As the Legislature nears its last week of session a number of transportation related bills are moving through their final phases.  SB 314 (Murray) is anticipated to be heard on the Assembly Floor Tuesday, September 9.  

Public Transit Raid!!! Transit agencies statewide have become alarmed recently with the news that the California Highway Patrol is attempting to fill a $100 million deficit in its budget using funds for transportation.  This would include an attempt to take Public Transit Account (PTA) funds.  Transit agencies around the state have cut back services, laid off staff, deferred important improvements and expansions based on the reductions in state funds.  Allocating PTA funds to the CHP will only make a bad situation worse.  We strongly urge the Los Angeles County delegation in the Legislature to oppose this effort.
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Upcoming Events – Second Annual Mobility-21 Summit scheduled for Monday, November 17, 2003 at the Los Angeles Bonaventure Hotel.  For further information please contact: Marisa Yeager, Federal Affairs Administrator at (213) 922-2262.
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