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O~-LA-IO

EXPRESS BUSWAY

I.

PROPOSAL

It is proposed to construct a two-lane EXPlress Buswa:y within the
pre ent Southern Pacific Transpor-tation Compan (Ra:iflroad) right of
way north of" and in the median of" the San Be nard~no Freeway (Inter-
sta e Route 10) between Mission Road near the Santa ,Ana Freel-lay in
the City of' Los Angeles and Santa Anita Avenue in tlie City of El Monte"
a d.stance of 11 miles. Additional bus service and !routes are pro-
pos d by the Southern California Rapid Transit ist:rtict (SCRTD) to
uti ize and to distribute buses to and f'rom the pro~osed Express
Bus ay. The new bus routes will serve the Los ngeJ4es Central Business
Dis :ict" Wilshire B,?u~evard" cities along the , US\'1~y in the West San
Gab J.el Valley and cJ.tJ.es east of the Busway in: the lEast San Gabriel"
Pam na" and San Bernardino Valleys. Exclusive or r~served curb lanes
for .buses are proposed to expedite bus movement thr~ugh the Los Angeles
Cen ral Business District and \'1esterly along WilshiIje Boulevard to
Wil on P1ace. Two bus stations with parking facili"tjies and two with-
out parking are proposed along the Busway. '

I Attac~ed Exhibit IIA II is an overall" map shotlling [the relationship

of rhe proJect to the general area.
,The overall proposal is viewed as a proj ec t~determine the f'~~. ; b; 1; +..r {"'of' no~.T ,",(""\y\f"'p

pt "" of ~ ; "'+ h 4 hT'Tay -bu ~ (""\~,- r "+ J. ' "Y' T:1,..,A(:,'r~ l-'- v ~ -OJ -'-~-- -u-.. ~--

fin lcial assistance is being requested from th Fe eral Department
of ransportation through the Federal Hi.ghway A min'stration (FHWA)
and the Urban Mass Transportation Administratio (A). Other
age cies cooperating in the planning and financ~ng ajre the Cities o:f
Los Angeles, San Gabriel, and El Monte, and the! Raillroad. The three
cit es involved, and the City of Alhambra, have! passled resolutions
fav<i>ring the project concept. The Southern Cal~for~ia Association
of qovernments (SCAG) has favorably reviewed thf;! pro~ect on February
18, Il970.

II.

OBJECTIVES

The objectives of this project are:

A. To collect and evaluate data:.

(1) To determine the usage and opera ~ ionap- characteristics
of' a, bus mas~ transit sys~em on exc~usive bus 1.nes lin the median of'
the'l f'reeway J.n an autQ-or1.ented, maJor metropo1, tan area.

I (2) To determine the feasibility and, char~cteristics of
mix,d-mode operation of the Bus\'lay.

~'

.-;
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3) To determine the feasibility of Iproviding three modes
of Itransportation (auto, bus, rail) in a singlq corridor.

I (4) To e~tabl~sh a rat~onal basi~ f9r planning future
freeways incorporat~g Dl8iSS transJ.t facilit:Les.1

rl (5) To determ~e the performance of lalte~nate types of

rub er-tired vehicles an~ <?ommunication and co1trol systems suitablefor 
use under these cond~t~ons.

.~! B. To incr~ase t~e peOPle-carrying.Capa
~ ity qf the San Bernar-

dl.n Freeway Corrl.dor Wl.$ the least possl.ble dverSe impact on

co unity and envirorunential values.

~ C. To provide impIjoved bus service to a~eas ~nd communities
alo gthe r:'reeway, to redjUce congestion in ,those arElas, and enhance
opp rtunitJ.es for further community developmen. .

I .

'D. To develop a fl,exible mass transit f~Cili~y on which con-
tro led experiments can ble run to test the effe ~ts qn volume of
pat onage and area of infp-uence of the Busway b m~ ing variations
in chedul~s, fares, ~quijpment, ~nd all other v ria~les in the service
off red, sJ.ngly, and J.n cpmbinatJ.on. I

,tl E. To provide an effective facility at t~e lqwest initial cost
whi h would be consistent with the freeway e~aPsiori and design and
ali nment of future mass transit develop'ment.

III~ EXISTINGFACU,ITIES

i Route 10, the San Bernardino Freeway, is p~rt qf the Interstate
and;Defense.HighWa~ Sy~tem and extends easterlY

~ frO ; the Los Angeles

Cen ral BusJ.ness DJ.strJ.ct, to and beyond the Los Angeles County easterlylin. 
It is also part of; the California Freewa and! Expressway System.

I Tl1e San Bernardino Freeway between the San a A~a Freeway and the
Gol~en State Freeway is five and six lanes in w'dth. The section
between the Golden State Free1'lay and the Long Bach Wreeway is pre-
sen t lY being converted to a 12-lane freeway and will! be completed in
t~e fall of' 1972: The section between the Long Beach Freeway and the

Gl.b on Overhead l.n EI Monte is an 8-lane freewa .

j Freeway median widths are 46 feet between ~he Sjanta Ana Freeway

and t the Golden state Free}'1ay; 22 feet between t ~ e Gqlden state Freeway and the Long Beach Freewau; 74 feet (minimum) i.cludling railroad right

of ay between the Long B~ach Freeway and the G bsonl Overhead; and 16

fee between the Gibson Overhead and Santa Anit Avebue.
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The Railroad has an ,operating one.-track, aldW

f Park branch li;e rail facility locat~d adjacent to and in he m dian of the San

Be nardino Freeway. It ~s adjacent to and nor herlof the freeway

be~een Mission Road and ithe Long Beach Freewa (3. miles). It is

in !the median of the fre~way between the Long each i Freei'lay and the
Giblson OVerhead (6.6 mil~s). Easterly of the ibso

1 OVerhead, the

raiil facility continues ~asterly while the fre way urves away in a

so~theasterly direction. The Railroad plans t upg ade this facility

to ~ainline standards wi~hin the very near fut re t

! supplement the.

prelsel.1t El Paso 1?ainline iwhich cannot accommod.te t; ditiont;l ra~l

tralffJ.c. The RaJ.lroad pItoposes to operate tra ns J. one dJ.rectJ.on

on Ifthis facility, and in the opposite directio on ~he El Paso line.

Photographs of exis~ing facilities are shgwn 04 the following page

IV. FREE\.[AY TRAFFIQ
I

The 1969 aver.;ge da~ly and peak ~our (one1way) !traffic volumes
on !the San Bernardwo Freeway for varJ.ous segm~nts ~re tabulatedbelbw:

Exist.No. 

LanesADT

64,000
140,000
150,000

Pk.Hr.

Santa Ana Fwy. to GOlden \ Sta te Fwy.

Gol~en state Fwy. to Lon Beach Fwy.Lon{?; 
Beach Fwy. to Santa nita. Ave.

5&6
6
8

3,2 ~ 0
7,0 0

7,50

Forecasts of future traffic for the ,San B 'rnarqino Freeway Cor-
ridor were prepared in lQ69, utilizing datafr th Los Angeles
Regional Transportation sltudy (LARTS). Forecasts f r 1975 and 1990
have 'been made taking intlo account the results of s bregional studies
of the West San Gabriel Valley and the Los Angeles entral area made
in cooperation with Los ~ geleS County, the Cit of Los Angeles, and

the other cities in t~e San Gabriel Valley. These orecasts for the

freeway traffic are lJ.sted below: i

1975 1990
ADT Pk .IHr . ADT

Pk.Hr.

4,ldo
7,850
8,3do

6,450
10,..800
11,100

Santa Ana Fwy. to Golden State Fwy.
Golden State Fwy. to Long Beach Fwy.
Long Beach Fwy. to Santa Anita Ave.

82,000
157,000
166,000

129,000
216,000
222,000

Traffic forecasts indicate that a minimum ;
IOf fove freeway lanes

in each direc~ion will bel required i~ the futur;e re ardless of the mass
transit facil:tties provid1ed. Thus, it has beet con luded that future
transit facilitles will ~ot reduce freeway tra fic, but they \'lill
reduce congestion and tr..' el on local streetsd crease the overall
people-carrying capacity of the San Bernardino ree ay Corridor.



~forning Westbound commuter traf~ic I
approximately three Dliles east of the Lon& Bea~h Freeway

l'-torning 1liestbound commuter trlaffid
approximately one. mile ,';est of the LOrlg Bc~ch Freeiv"ay
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EXISTING AND PROPOSED BUS SERVICE

The SCRTD now utilizes the San BernardinO ~FreetaY for four of
its present lines serving the West San Gabriel Vall y and pointseasterly. 

Weekday passenger patronage in 1969 was pproximately 3,390
persons in the westbound direction and 3,670 .the eastbound direc-
tion. i

.In addition to new equipment" higher speeds an additional s$rv'ice
points on the Busway" SCRTD plans new routes tdand from the Busway
in the West San Gabriel Valley and improved service in the Central
City area of Los Angeles. With the Busway in pera ion" it is fore-
casted that approximately 4,,840 automobile pas enge s would be diverted
to buses in the westbound direction and 5,,250. th eastbound direc-
tion. A total of 17,,150 bus passengers daily ould be carried'compared
to 7,,060 at present. Peak h'our passenger load aft r the first year
of operation are estimated to be 4,,000. Avera e he ,dways and bus
spacing are estimated to be a minimum of 46 se onds and 0.74 mile.
By 1980" it is forecasted that the average wee day wo direction
Busway volume might attain the figure of 27,,00 pas engers.

SCRTD, in an effort to improve service an att j act passengers,

will be utilizing new, more powerful, air-cond'tion d buses on the

;~s~~~~:;: ~~~~'~i~~n~~~~: ~~~~~~g.passengers. 
It is anticipated that th~ divers'on 0 auto passengers

to buses will be encouraged since the average us cruising speed of
55-65 mph is expected to beconsid~rably highe tha ~ that of f:,eeway
traffic during peak hours. SCRTD J.ntends to tJ:'Y ot er bus desJ.gns,
including articulated units. '. .,

'Existing and p:opos~d bus routes, ~a~sen~ r usage, and operatlng
schedules are descrJ.bed J.n appended ExhJ.bJ.ts II -Method of Bus
Operation; lICIt -Use of Project Facilities; liD! -Map -West End Bus
Routing; and "Ell -Map -Bus Routes. The rout to 9-nd from the Busway
at Mission Road may be adjusted if traffic conltiorls so warrant. A
major feature of the improved service will be he uf:te of curb lanes,
(restr.icted against parking during peak hours), as previously indicated.

The first five years of the Busway operatj]on will be experimental
as required by UMTA. Data will be collected to evaluate various
aspects of mixed-mode operation and to establiSh a rational basis
for planning future freeways incorporating mas~ transit facilities.
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The experimental period is to consist of two p~ases as follows:

Phase 1 -This consists of exclusive use of the Busway lanes
by buses for the initial two-year period. During Plj}ase 1 o~ the
Bus\qay Experimental Period, by mutual consent of both agencies,
vehicles other than buses may be admitted to the facility during
periods of reduced bus usage, as, for example, weekend recreation
traffic. I

Phase 2 -This will be the remainder of the five-year period.
I

It is proposed to introduce passenger cars into the Busway during
the weekday peak hours or recreational peaks, if th~y develop. The
number o~ passenger cars introduced would be limited to a volume
where additional vehicles would increase the travel I time significantly
for buses. The autos would be metered into the Bus\gay near the Gibson
Overhead and at the San Gabriel Station for westbound traffic and at
Mission Road and near the Long Beach Freeway for eastbound traffic.
Autos would be able to exit from'the Busway at these same locations.

At the conclusion of the first year. of Phase 2, an evaluation
of both Phase 1 and the first year of Phase 2 will be made jointly
by the state and SCRTD with optional participation by FHWA and UMTA
to determine the method of operation of the Busway for the final two
years of the experimental period. ..

The data to be collected before and during the experimental phases
will consist of statistics on passenger usage~ travel time studies on
the Bus"1ay~ the San Bernardino and Pomona Freeways and major streets
in the Corridor; accidents on all of the above described routes~
safety considerations involved in the concurrent operations of the
three modes of transportation; sales tax information for all cities
in the Corridor; and land usage and other socio-economic changes for
all cities. It is expected that origin and destination information~
as well as passenger usage~ will be collected on all bus facilities
serving the Corridor.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED BUSWAY FACILITIES

VII.

!.1ission Road to Long Beach Free"layA.
The Railroad occupies a variable width right of \-lay adja-

cent to the north side of the San Bernardino Freeway for the 3.8
miles between Mission Road and the Long Beach Freeway. To accommodate
the Busway lanes, it is proposed to shift the railroad tracks northerly
a sufficient distance to develop a 54-foot 'I'.Tide Busway between the
tracks and the \'lestbound freeway lanes. The typical Busway section
consisting of a l2-foot lane and an 8-foot right and 4-foot left
shoulder in each direction, separated by a positive barrier, is
shown on the strip map, Exhibit !IF". I
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For the most part, the Busway-Railro d se tion can be
accommodated within the existing railroad right of ay. Because of
restrictive controls imposed by existing bridges on several short
segments, it will be necessary to acquire strips of additional right
of way, primarily undeveloped property. Some etai ing. wall construc-
tion is proposed along the north railroad property ine to minimize
encroachment on private property and conserve and rea.

Bus and auto connections to and from the usway will be pro-
vided in the vicinity of Mission Road and the Santa Aha Freeway. It
is also proposed to provide connections for buses 0 ly to the Busway
from the Long Beach Freeway (to and from the n rth nly). These ramps
are also indicated on Exhibit IIFII. The eastbo d t northbound move-
ment occurs within the existing right of way. he outhbound to west-
bound movement \-Till require a strip of undevel ed illside from the
California State College at Los Ahgeles propert .

The estimated cost of development Of r ,this 1 portion of the

Busway is $12-,000-,000-, including $5,600-,000 fo rig t of way. These

costs include the Long Beach freeway ramps. ji-

SCRTD proposes passenger stations along t 1 e Busway to serve

the Los Angeles County-USC Medical Center near tat street and

t;a.litornia stat.e Goilege a-c ~os Angel~s~ locate ~d Ju -c wes-cerly 01 -che
Long Beach Freeway. No park1.ng facil1.t1.es are rop sed at these
stations. .

It is not practical to place the Busway l
~ nes in the median

in this reach. The 12-lane reconstruction of t e Sn Bernardino

Freeway now in progress provides only a 22-foot med.an. Wldening the

median is not feasible because it would require the
f removal of bridge structures recently completed. Utilization of the used railroad

right of way in the proposed Busway plan is the onl feasible plan

of development. ,

B. Lon Beach Free\'1a to Gibson Overhead

The Railroad branch line shifts to the median of the San
Bernardino Freeway just east of the Long Beach reeway Interchange.
The proposed BUS1'lay section consisting of l7-fo t 1 nes on each side
of the Railroad is shown on the strip map, Exhi it 'IF". Also shown
are the proposed locations of two ,bus passenger sta ions and fringe
parking lots located near San Gabriel Boulevard in an Gabriel and
at the eastern terminus in El Monte. " ,
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Direct ramps to the Busway a:r:e prOPOSfd from the San
Gabriel. Station.parldng lot. To accommodate th ramps, it Wi~l be
necessary to shJ.ft the westbound freeway lanes orthe

l rly. ThJ.s

will require acquisition of 43 pr,:>perties. If !

, The proposed plan of development for his .6 mile portion
is estimated to cost approximately $17,400,000, incl ding $4,100,000
for rights of way. These costs include the ram s to the San Gabriel
Station and auto metering facilities in the vic nity of the Gibson
Overhead. Station and fringe parking facility osts are not included
in these estimates so these items are discussed in a later section
of the report. Not included in the above costs is t eO.Tmile por-
tion of the Busway easterly of the Gibson,Overh ad t the El Monte
Station which is a transit agency responsibilit .

The properties involved easterly of t e Gilson Overhead
are industrial. r

c. Rio Hondo Railroad Project

The Busway at the terminal end in El ~onte cannot operate
effectively if buses and autos on Santa Anita Avenue destined for the
Station and parking lot are required to cross t e Raolroad tracks atgrade. 

The Railroad estimates a daily operatio of 0 to 30 mainline
trains. The elimination of all. the grade cross ng i this area, c.('!JJ:;;seu
by buses and autos destined for the Busway, is onsi ered an integral
and necessary part of the overall project. The relo ation is con-
siderably less costly than the construction of he s veral grade
separations which \'lould otherwise be necessary long the existing
branch line and is more acceptable to the' .City f El Monte.

.Therefore, for reasons of safety and~perating efficiency,
costs, and community factors, it is proposed to relocate the railroad
tracks northeasterly along the Rio Hondo to co ect with the presentmainline track in the vicinity of Santa Anita Avenue. .

I I

The proposed relocation is on a Viadu ~t structure for most
of its length and is shown schematically on Exh:"bit IIF"" The esti-
mated cost of the Rio Hondo Ralilroad Project i $2, rOO,000, including $400,000 for rights of way.

c I

D. Frin~e Parking

As previously noted, fringe parking Lr tS I e proposed at

the El Monte and San Gabriel Stations. The gen ral ositioning ofthe parking areas is shown on Exhibit IIFlr. .I
.II
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The El Monte parking lot is proposedlto accommodate 1~500
vehicles~ and the San Gabriel lot 700 vehicles. In conjunction
with the stations, private property will be required. At the El
Monte site, the properties involved are industrial. Modestly priced
residences are involved at the San Gabriel site.

The estimated cost of fringe parking facilities, including
stations and other bus facilities, is $6,lOO,O~O, including $3,OOO~O.OO
for rights of way. Approximately 57 propertie~ are required~ includingthree industrial properties. I I

VIII. PROPOSED PROJECT SCHEDULE

Because the project offers'great potentia'l for, opt:iJnizing" the
movement of people in a vast urbanized area, every effort is being
made by the involved agencies to expedite their processes. Preliminary
design is under way and the necessary inter-agency agreements are
being negotiated.

A public hearing covering the project is 9cheduled for March 2,
1971. As soon after the hearing as formal Federal approvals can be
obtained, right of way acq.uisition wil~ commen~e. It is hoped to be
11-. a position tc adverti.:;,: f-:-r '.;~d,::; f-:-r ;,:;,'ojcct. ;:.c,r..stl'a,:.~i;:"~l 1:;;: :;.'.:,
February, 1972, with contract award by April, 1972. Consideration
will be given to advertising some compopents in the latter part of
1971. The overall Busway is proposed to be open to traffic about
May, 1973, but portions may be open by late Fa+l of 1972.

IX. 

. ENVIROm-1ENTAL D1P ACT

The project is within an existing and major transportation 'cor-
ridor. The adjacent areas are urbanized and c9nsist of a mixture of
residential, commercial, institutional, and industrial uses. The
terrain ranges from hilly to flat. The following cities are located
along the San Bernardino Freeway corridor: Los Angeles, Alhambra,
Monterey Park, Rosemead, San Gabriel, and El M<!>nte.,

As previously described, the proposed Busway occupies the right
of way of the railroad lying either north of or within the median of
the San Bernardino Freeway. The area involvedlis generally barren of
trees or shrubbery. In the vicinity of the Sar;1 Gabriel Station and
the Gibson Overhead, it is necessary to shift the westbound free'~ay
lanes northerly to provide access to the Busway. The properties
required consist of modestly priced residential units at the San
Gabriel location with no property needed in the vicinity of Gibson
Overhead. In both cases, the right of \'lay acq~isition is an encroach-

.ment into but not a severance of existing landluse patterns. The
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added southbound to westbound ramp at the Long Beach Freeway involves
grass-covered hillside land. Construction of retaining walls is
proposed at appropriate locations to minimize encroachment on private
properties and to conserve land area.

The fringe parking facilities and widening at the San Gabriel
Station require the taking of approximately 108 dwelling units. The
take is adjacent to the freeway and does not i~olate or pocket any
residential units. Saint Anthony's Catholic Church and School are
located immediately to the northeast of the proposeCl parking facility.

The fringe parking facilities at the El Monte Station involve
three industrial properties. Again the proposed take does not iso-
late or change methods of access to remaj,ning wroperties. The parking
area will be adjacent to Fletcher Park which cQntains 3.7 acres.
However, access to the park wil"J. not be changec!i and will be indepen-
dent of the operation of the fringe parking fa9ilitiese The First
Lutheran Church is located to the east of this!parking facility.

The proposed relocation of the railroad is along the east bank
of the Rio Hondo adjacent to PioneerPe,rk. PiQneer,Park is an active
sports recreation facility essentially consisting of several baseball
diamonds and is approximately 8.4 acres in siz~. Some picnic facili-
ties are also available. An aerial encroachmeI}t by the railroad
structure of four feet for a distar!ce of ~oo feet into a landscaDed
portion or the park will result. After constr~ction of the viaduct"
the area can be replanted and the original use restored with no long-
range detrimental effect. Northerly of. the pairk" the proposed relo-
cation continues along the east bank of the Ri9 Hondo crossing over
Valley Boulevard and Santa Anita Avenue before 'connecting to the
Southern Pacific El Paso mainline. The Rio HoIjdo is a concrete lined
channel under the jurisdiction of the Los AngeIes County Flood Con-
trol'District. There are few trees or other vegetation within the
channel right of way. Some vacant commercially zoned property i.s
involved outside the Rio Hondo Channel right of way.

The overall proposal involves increased bus service on existing
bus routes and new bus routes connecting to the Busway. For the
most part" these routes are on major arterials and would not basically
change the character of traffic or its operatidn.

The operation of the Busway itself is not expected to materially
change ambient noise levels in adjacent areas. The San Bernardino.
Freeway and the operation of trains in the corridor has established
a compatible background noise environment. (Noise studies of the
existing corridor are under way and will be included in the final
environmental statement). Off the Busway, the leffect of noise due
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to increased bus service or new service on exi~tingl surface streets
is difficult to measure. Most of these street~ alr~ady carry largetrucks. 

In addition, some of the proposed service will consist of
new buses of experimental design having undete r mine~ noise charac-teristics. 

Noise attenuation qualities are to be al consideration in
the purchase of buses. I i

The operation of the parking lots will re~ult tOn changed traffic
patterns and some change in background noise eflviroment in the
adjacent areas. However, the adverse impacts ?,re cnsidered rela-
tively minimal as the major portion of the El ¥onte! lot abuts an
industrial al"ea. The San Gabriel lot is adjac

~ nt t~ an interchange

with heavy traveled San Gabriel Boulevard and he S n BernardinoFreeway. 
Furthermore, the area is in transiti n an~ it is reasonable

to expect accelerated land use change around t e parking lot~

The greatest change in noise levels will ccur'in connection
with the Rio Hondo Railroad relocation. There will! be trains running
on an aerial structure for a 3,OOO+-foot dist ce ajLong the east bank
of the Rio Hondo where none ran before. .Devel pmen~ along and adja-
cent to the proposed relocation is very sparse but ~oes involve
passing alongside El Monte's Pioneer Park with the trains approxi-
mately 30 feet above the park. The eff.ects of the ~elocation are
(:'.OT:l 510 Ar-en to op more thA.D oI"fsPct by t,he remov J. of trai"n~ from the
downto1'm area of El Monte. This' includes the afety benefits of
the elimination of seven existing street gr.ade crospings of the
existing tracks. The proposed railroad reloca ion fiill be separated
from local streets throughout its length to en ancei safety.

Consideration has been given to a locatio~ alopg the west bank
of the Rio Hondo. It costs approximately $500~000 ~ore than the east
bank alignment. Approximately 30 trailer unit~ of a 90-unit park'
\-lould be relocated and the remaining units wout d be! exposed to train'noise. 

Either alignment affects a proposed K- art ~tore at the nor'th-

east corner Of Santa Anita Avenue and Valley Bulev~rq, but should not
preclude its construction. .i

The project should result in some Short-t t rm j provement of the

quality of air environment. Long-term improveent's being accom-

plished by legal restrictions on the exhaust e issi ns of automobiles
and on other sources of air pollution. The ov~rall project \'1ill
enhance air quality to the extent that the Bus1Jay attracts and diverts
present automobile users to buses. This will r esult in reduced con-
gestion and tra,,:,el on city street~, ~hus provi ing free flo\'l operation
and a decrease 1.n auto exhaust em1.SS1.ons.

I
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Except as previously discussed, the Buswa construction will not
result in any basic changes in general accessi ili~y to schools,
parks, recreation areas, and other cultural featur~s. No unique or
unusual geology is known to be encountered. 0 basic changes in
drainage patterns are anticipated. Scenic val es ajre considered to.rema~ unchanged. Because of the present urba deVielopment" wildlife
and wildlife habitat are not known to be afflec ed" nor are any streams
having fish resources involved.

.Additionallandscaping will be planted in ~ the jvicinity of San
GabrJ.el Boulevard where a right of way wider t an the existing will

result due to higher present-day standards.

x. UNAVOIDABLE ADVERSE EI'NIRONMENTAL EF ECTS AND MITIGATION
MEASURES

The primary adverse environmental effect ~s the displacement ofpeople: 
~pproximately 37.5 people will be disp~aced in connection with

the.s~J.ftJ.ng of westbound freeway lanes ,for th~ San Gabriel parking
facJ.1J.ty. No persons are affected by the El Mpnte parking lot.

A n'Ulnber of ways to provide assistance ar! available for those

.
underway to determJ.ne the extent of avaJ.labl,e elocatJ.on housJ.ng, the
need for supplemental payments, and the suitabtLlity of the involved
residences to be moved. The results will be i f cluded in the final

statement. Suitable replacement housing will e found or developed

for all displacees.

The Rio Hondo Railroad relocation will re~ult in about 3,000
feet of operating railroad in a new area. Thotlgh a sparsely popu-
lated corridor, the relocation is adjacent to El Monte's Pioneer Park.
Since baseballdif1.monds are the primary facilities of Pioneer Park,
the noise of trains should not detract mate:ria~ly from its recrea-
tional value. The railroad is proposed to be on elevated viaduct,
which is more favorable from a noise.standpoint than a ground level
location. A depressed location for the railrotid is not feasible.
During design of the railroad viaduct, COnSide ration will be given
to noise control measures on the structure.
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The San Gabriel parking facility "1ill be!ounded on the west
by residential housing, in transition from sin Ie to multiple familyunits. 

This transition will probably be accel rated by the pro-ject. 
Some commercial uses may also be stimul ted. Although bor-

dering a residential neighborhood, the operatin of the parking lot
from the standpoints of noise, air pollution, ~esthetics, etc.,
should not have serious adverse effects. A concrete block wall will
be constructed around the periphery of.the are j to minimize any
adverse effects.

The introduction of additional or new bus
l service probably will

not adversely affect noise levels. In genera~ the streets or cor-

ridors to be used are already used by comrnercJ. 1 vehicles. New
b~ses to be purchased will have the most effec~ive noise suppression
designs practical. I

ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED PROJECT

Travel demand to move people in the San B rnardino Freeway cor-
ridor continues to increase yearly as the resu t of the revitaliza-
tion and high-rise development of downtown Los Angeles as well as
continued development of the communities along the corridor. If
the proposed Busway project wer~ not to be imp emented, t.he alt~rna-
""'-' c ".--' ld b.~ ...~'"' "~'-,","'- ruc -!-; on --f' --"' C -"'-ecw "'y 1 "., "C' ""Y'\-:J "'-1--", .,.;~""...~ t;;; v '-'L"~", "... L,,~ ..."J. ~. ""'v..~ """'L~ "'L~ ."-""--~"'""'b

and/or construction of paralleling city street. A mass rapid transit
f&cility is also a possible alternative~ hoWeVtr:, the prop?sed Bu~way
appears to be the most logical and feas1.ble pr Ject for th1.S corr1.dor
at this time.

The alternative of more freeway lanes and
~ conventional street

capacity (which could result in greater displa ement of people and

air pollution) cannot substitute for the purpoe of the proposed
project" which is to determine the feasibilitY t! of bu~ mass transit
and to develop busway designs and design crite ia su~table for
application in other freeway corridors. II

XII. 

RELATIONSHIP BENTAL USES
AND ~~INTENANCE A RODUCTIVITY

The project has both short term and long term implications. For
the short term, there is need to reduce depend$nce on the private
automo~ile in order to redu~e traffic congesti<bn and to minimize air
pollut~on due to exhaust em~ssions. The extent that the Busway pro-
ject is successful in diverting automobile pas engers to buses will
control the degree of environmental benefits. Reduction of both
total miles of vehicle travel and congestion r sult in less exhaust
emissions, less fuel resources used, and less eed for the many
materials used in the manufacture of vehicles.
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The San Gabriel parking facility will be bounded on the west
by residential hous~g, in transition'from single to multiple family
units. This transition will probably be accel~rated by the pro-
ject. Some commercial uses may also be stimulated. Although bor-
dering a residential neighborhood, the operati~n of the parking lot
from the standpoints of noise, air pollution, ~esthetics, etc.,
should not have serious adverse effects. A concrete block wall will
be constructed around the periphery of the are~ to minimize any
adverse effects. I

The introduction of additional or new bus I service probably will
not adversely affect noise levels. In general~ the streets or cor-
ridors to be used are already used by commercial vehicles. New
buses to be purchased will have the most 'effective noise suppression
designs practical. t

XI.

ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED PROJECT

Travel demand to move people in the San Bernardino Freeway cor-
ridor continues to increase yearly as the result of the revitaliza-
tion and high-rise development of downtown Los:Angeles as well as
contj.nued development of the communities along the corridor. If
the proposed Busway project were not to be imp1emented, the alterna-
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and/or construction of paralleling city streets. A mass rapid transit
facility is also a possible alternative; however, the proposed Busway
appears to be the most logical and feasible project for this corridor
at this time.

.I

The alternative of more freeway lanes and conventional street
capa,city (which could result in greater displaqement of people and
air pollution) cannot substitute for the purpo~e of the proposed
project, which is to determine the feasibility of bus mass transit
and to develop busway designs and design criteria suitable'for
application in other freeway corridors.

XII. RELATIONS SHORT TE NTAL USES
AND MAINT MENT OF RODUCTIVITY

The project has both short term and long -qerm implications. For
the short term, there is need to reduce dependence on the private
automobile in order to reduce traffic congestion and to minimize air
pollution due to exhaust emissions. The extent that the Bus~lay pro-
ject is successful in diverting automobile passengers to buses will
contro). the degree of environmental benefits. Reduction of both
total miles of vehicle travel and congestion r 1 sult in less exhaust

emissions, less fuel resources used, and .less eed for the many

.materials used in the manufacture 'of vehicles.



-13-

IIn addition to the land use plans of eachllocal governmental
body, a comprehensive continuing planning proc~ss on a regional
basis is underway by the Southern California Association of Govern-ments. 

This is a coordinated effort with all ~ffected agencies to
assure orderly growth and to protect and enhan~e the environmental
~uality of the style and atmosphere of the region.

Over the long term, legislative controls ~hould minimize air
pollution caused by autos. However, the need to move people in the
San Bernardino Freeway corridor as efficientlYtas possible will not
diminish and will increase in importance as the objectives of the
local and regional plans are accomplished. Th, Busway is to be
designed such that additional people moving capacity can be constructed
when warranted. There are several possibiliti,s for accomplishing
this, including viaduct over the railroad or r,location of the rail-
road to a different corridor. I

The establishment of attractive fast and ~onvenient public mass
transit facilities as a means of lessening thelarea1s dependence upon
the private automobile could be a long term re$ult of the Busway pro-
ject. Public acceptance in the short term is essential to realization
of long term benefits. Both the quality of living and use of natural
resources will benefit by an optimal mi.x of trCl,nsportation modes.

.

XIII. IRREVERSIBLE OR IRRETRIEVABLE COMMI NTS OF RESOURCES

For the most part, except as noted below, the Busway project
does not involve major changes in land form or land uses. While the
proposed shifting of westbound freeway lanes at San Gabriel Station
and the fringe parking lots are to be of permanent type construction
displacing existing residential and industrial ~ uses, they are not of

a physically irreversible nature. They could ater be converted to

the previous or other uses.

From a practical standpoint, the proje9t requirements actually
involve an exchange of existing urban uses ratrler than a loss or
commitment of natural resources. l

XIV. PROJECT COORDINATION

Since initiation of studies in early 1969,: the project has been
coordinated w~.th all affected local governmental jurisdictions as well
as numerous other interested agencies. In add~tion~ there has been
widespread news-media publicity, both locally ~nd nationally.

This draft environmental ir;.pact statement ~ iS beingsub~itted for review and col1U11ent to the agenCl.es listed on a tached ExhibJ.t G.

Follo"ling receipt of written comments and thos received at the

public hearing, a final statement will be prep red.


