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        1        CANOGA, CALIFORNIA, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19, 2008
        2                           7:39 P.M.
        3                             -o0o-
        4
        5               MR. MONKS:  We'll begin the public comment
        6     period.  And I just want to emphasize a couple of
        7     points.  This is the DEIR this big document right
        8     here.  Great bedtime reading.  And you can pick it
        9     up at the library.  You can actually get a DVD copy
       10     at the libraries.  We also have CD copies here.  I
       11     get those mixed up CD/DVD.  It's a CD.  We also have
       12     those here today if you want to take a CD home and
       13     you can review it and check it all out.  There is
       14     also an appendix that goes along with that.  And you
       15     can see the appendix in the very thick binders in
       16     the back.  The appendix is also on the CD.
       17               Also, in terms of the community hours we
       18     really have worked hard to connect with everybody
       19     along this border in the neighborhoods and the
       20     mobile home parks and the businesses and we want to
       21     make sure that folks know about this proposed
       22     project and if you feel that anyone near you, around
       23     you, isn't aware of what is going on and needs to
       24     know about it, let us know.  I don't think we'll
       25     hear too much about that, but we have one more
                                                                  2
        1     meeting next week at Chatsworth High School on
        2     Wednesday, same format 6:30 to 8:30.  And we have
        3     extra invitations which I believe many of you
        4     received in the mail explaining what is going on and
        5     how to participate.
        6               So I want to point out hourage consultants
        7     Marina Perez and Jenny Compost from Consensus
        8     Planning Group.  I think you've done a great job for
        9     us.  And they will also continue to do that on this
       10     project as well as Katherine Padilla.  Katherine?
       11     Right there.  Everything I know about mobile home
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3-19-08 DEIR Meeting
       12     parks I learned from Katherine so thank you,
       13     Katherine.  And we really enjoyed working with the
       14     mobile home park community because there are three
       15     along this alignment and it was very interesting to
       16     learn about those communities.
       17               All right.  Now we're going to begin
       18     public comment.  Right here.  Our timer right here
       19     of two minutes.  Let's move it out of the way here.
       20               You will need to fill out a speaker card
       21     if you want to speak.  Right now I have twelve
       22     speaker cards.  If you would like to fill out a
       23     speaker card and speak Marina has some of those and
       24     Jenny are holding some as well and turn it in and
       25     we'll add you to the list.
                                                                  3
        1               As I mentioned before our court reporter
        2     will be transcribing your comments, please speak
        3     slowly and clearly so that she can do that.  And
        4     you'll be addressing your comments to Walt Davis our
        5     project manager, Michael Meyer, our consultant
        6     project manager for Mike Terrace and Wendy Lockwood
        7     our environmental consultant.  And so they are ready
        8     to listen.
        9               Okay.  Our first speaker is Carl Olson
       10     followed by Linda Specht followed by Ray Lopez.
       11               MR. OLSON:  Good evening.  My name is Carl
       12     Olson and from Woodland Hills.  And there is a copy
       13     of my comments in the box over there.  There are
       14     four destructive parts to this project.  First is
       15     that the proposed busway will destroy 50 thriving
       16     business on the east side of Canoga Avenue who
       17     cannot find sufficient relocations for their
       18     businesses that is convenient for customers,
       19     suppliers and owners.  Hundreds of employees will be
       20     jobless, thousands of customers will be disserved
       21     and hundreds of suppliers to the businesses would
       22     lose out.  And in addition to the 50 businesses on
       23     the west side of Canoga will suffer because of lost
       24     customer traffic.  MTA should sell the land to these
       25     businesses and use the many millions of the dollars
                                                                  4
        1     to keep down MTA taxes.
        2               No. 2, the travel time from North
        3     Hollywood to Warner Center has already been degraded
        4     significantly by slowing of the buses and stopping
        5     them about 70 percent of the cross streets.  The
        6     current travel time is nearly an hour.  The
        7     additional Chatsworth bound buses from North
        8     Hollywood would need to alternate with the Warner
        9     Center bound bus and it will take more time for the
       10     rider to get to Warner Center from now.
       11               No. 3, currently there is no real rider
       12     ship base for Canoga Avenue between Victory and the
       13     Chatsworth train station.  The current rider ship
       14     base is so low that no regular bus service currently
       15     exists right over there in Canoga.  The parallel De
       16     Soto Avenue bus line has so low rider ship there is
       17     not even Sunday service.  The proposed line will be
       18     lucky to get 50 riders a day if it opens it, that is
       19     because MTA has not identified any new service of
       20     rider ship.  And maybe rider ship rejection is
       21     because MTA refused to use real numbers by
       22     establishing the regular bus line along Canoga in
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3-19-08 DEIR Meeting
       23     good faith.
       24               And finally, No. 4, the use of
       25     $200,000,000 of tax dollars for the orange line
                                                                  5
        1     extension would be a mass destruction of social
        2     capital.  Actually, not much higher destruction of
        3     millions more in annual cost for extremely low rider
        4     ships, the money should be used for people who pay
        5     it, the 95 percent of the public who use their own
        6     vehicles.
        7               Thank you very much.
        8               MR. MONKS:  Linda Specht.
        9               MS. SPECHT:  I'm Linda Specht of Bryant
       10     Street.  I am overwhelmed by what he just said and I
       11     agree with everything he just said.  I'm extremely
       12     opposed to Canoga Avenue on street bus line if it
       13     runs on the railroad tracks that is not so bad.  My
       14     concerns are increased traffic jams at the bus
       15     stops, more smog, more potholes.  How long will it
       16     take to complete?  I found out it takes between two
       17     and three years for these two projects to be
       18     completed that is an awful lot of down time in
       19     Canoga for those of us to commute everyday.  I see
       20     very few people riding the buses, maybe three to
       21     five people every day.  And that seems to be an
       22     awful lot of tax dollars being used for nothing.
       23     Canoga is a very curvy road.  The buses will not be
       24     able to keep up with the traffic and it could close
       25     traffic if they are on the streets.  It is very
                                                                  6
        1     congested as it is.  The mere addition of street
        2     lights at the busways of Canoga and Victory has
        3     highly impacted the rush hour traffic and even the
        4     number of metro cars has increased to the level
        5     where I see a couple daily.
        6               The small businesses at Canoga will be
        7     highly affected by buses on the street and reworking
        8     of the street to make a lane for them, et cetera,
        9     many of them are quite old and would be sorely
       10     missed if they go out of business because of this.
       11     The impact closes lanes for the expansion is
       12     horrible.  Has anyone looked at how heavy the
       13     traffic is on Canoga.  Nobody rides these buses.  By
       14     extending a failing program you are just delaying
       15     the inevitable.  Please, please do not put buses on
       16     Canoga.  Use the railroad tracks if you must, but
       17     let us alone on the streets.  Thank you.
       18               MR. MONKS:  Ray Lopez followed by Sheldon
       19     Walter.
       20               MR. LOPEZ:  My name is Ray D. Lopez.  I
       21     would now like to tell you that the metrolines
       22     Canoga Street busway is going to be added in time in
       23     the tens.  Yeah, that's right.  It will be either go
       24     north and south, yeah, provided that they add --
       25     keep the Canoga Street bus depot and then add the
                                                                  7
        1     curve around Canoga Street to continue with that
        2     Owens line busway, yes.
        3               And then I would pick up four to make sure
        4     that the northbound Canoga Street busway would be
        5     turned in to the Chatsworth Metrolink Station that
        6     is going to be expanded from, yeah, Lassen Street
        7     until after it gets to Devonshire, Chatsworth
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3-19-08 DEIR Meeting
        8     Metrolink Station terminal cul-de-sac area.  That's
        9     it, right.  Also, there is going to be -- I had told
       10     them that Line 246 is Canoga Street local bus should
       11     be added ASAP because those people who need to take
       12     the bus to and from work, school, shopping and
       13     whatever they can do alternate takes around so that
       14     they can choose what ever side they are, either the
       15     Owens line Canoga street busway or local Line 246
       16     busway as well.  I just want to make sure that they
       17     have two wonderful options around the corner.
       18               Hey, I want to thank you very much.  I
       19     just came to wish you a Happy Easter Sunday coming
       20     up very soon as of this weekend.  Thank you.  Please
       21     have a good night and thank you.
       22               MR. MONKS:  Thank you.  All right.
       23     Sheldon Walter followed by William Bowling followed
       24     by Harry Tischler.
       25               MR. WALTER:  Good evening, ladies and
                                                                  8
        1     gentlemen.  My name is Sheldon Walter.  I wanted to
        2     say that the Canoga Transportation Corridor is
        3     necessary.  We do need to increase our
        4     transportation infrastructure there and I don't
        5     think the busway is the way to go.  I think a better
        6     way to go is a grade separated rail transit, not the
        7     metro blue line and green line down town or those
        8     that are operated in New York City or Chicago so on
        9     a grade separate from all traffic.  You got hundreds
       10     of thousand of vehicles per day crossing these major
       11     streets and it's going to be traffic you are going
       12     to have one hell of a problem to overcome.  Busways
       13     and mass transit rarely exceed a few miles an hour
       14     and surprisingly orange lines 14 miles is a 25,000
       15     patrons weekdays popular for scenic traffic, but
       16     rapid rail transit like red line and metro is rapid
       17     mass transit from 50 to 80 miles an hour on totally
       18     exclusive right-of-way with grade separation or
       19     gates at crossings.  Elevate the transit along
       20     Canoga Avenue like much blue line, green line in Los
       21     Angeles and there would be no conflict with
       22     vehicular or pedestrian traffic like New York City,
       23     Chicago, Miami and other cities.  Of course, this
       24     costs more and longer to construct, but would become
       25     high quality superior transit system and cost
                                                                  9
        1     effective.  You probably will get hundreds of
        2     thousands of people patronizing, not just 25,000 per
        3     day.
        4               Now, riding the metro buses and rails is
        5     encouraged to help reduce green house gases and
        6     traffic congestion and grid locks that contributes
        7     to global warming.
        8               I want to thank you for your time and
        9     interest.
       10               MR. MONKS:  William Bowling.
       11               MR. BOWLING:  My name is William Bowling.
       12     And I'm addressing this to Ms. Lockwood.  I'm with
       13     the Aerospace Cancer Museum of Education.  In the
       14     executive summary of your EIR you talk about VOC's
       15     from the Rocketdyne facility, you acknowledge them
       16     leaching over to across the street there.  And my
       17     concern is the train tracks.  There is three
       18     experimental nuclear reactors in the Canoga Atridge
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       19     facility and the spent fuel rods were taken by rail
       20     up to the Santa Suzanna field lab via Chatsman
       21     Street in Simi Valley and trucked up Black Canyon.
       22               So I would urge you to get involved with
       23     the DTSC and if there is any removal of soil, air
       24     monitoring equipment be utilized and so that no
       25     other cancers in the San Fernando Valley occur from
                                                                 10
        1     this.  And I would like your contact information if
        2     you have any.
        3               MR. MONKS:  We'll get that for you.  All
        4     right.  Harry Tischler followed by Diana Dixon Davis
        5     followed by Salvador Pelaez.  I apologize if I
        6     mispronounced the name.
        7               MR. TISCHLER:  I just want to say I
        8     support the extension.  I think it's a great idea
        9     with the onset, I should say, of the high price of
       10     gasoline and global warming, I think it's a
       11     necessity.
       12               MR. MONKS:  Diana?
       13               MS. DAVIS:  Diana Dixon Davis elected
       14     member of the Chatsworth Neighborhood Council and
       15     also Health & Safety Director for the Northridge
       16     Valley Council PTA.
       17               First of all, Chatsworth's coordinating
       18     council which I'm the treasurer of did vote to be
       19     against the 118 extension and we're very happy to
       20     hear that that is off of the table because there is
       21     a lot of problems with it, one of which there is
       22     usually a mile backup between the 118 and Chatsworth
       23     Street -- I mean Devonshire Street every day just to
       24     get on the freeway so that would be taking a lane
       25     there that would really create huge problems in
                                                                 11
        1     transit.
        2               Second, in terms of looking at what you
        3     presented I think the best thing is if you separate
        4     the grade to keep the busway a separate away from
        5     the traffic on Canoga and if possible underground
        6     near schools and other high pedestrian corridors
        7     which is being considered for some of the extensions
        8     south of the red lines, blue lines.
        9               Thirdly, I want to mention in terms of the
       10     four options where to place the turnaround plot if
       11     the land owners are unwilling to sell land which is
       12     Option C which is across the railroad tracks perhaps
       13     they would be willing to sell you a small right of
       14     way just to go across the tracks at the bottom and
       15     then place that parking using not Option A, but
       16     Option B or D, but placing it at the bottom of the
       17     lot and taking some of the parking with, but keep
       18     the orange line off of Lassen because that is really
       19     heavily impacted almost all day long.
       20               And the northern portion of the section of
       21     land where the Chatsworth depot lines would be much
       22     more attractive with either shops or stores or some
       23     type of landscaping rather than more parking which
       24     is what this would lead to.  So basically it would
       25     be version three of the light blue line with a small
                                                                 12
        1     -- you can't get the land, a small spur on the other
        2     side of Lassen to the other.
        3               MR. MONKS:  Thank you.  Thank you.
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3-19-08 DEIR Meeting
        4     Salvador followed by -- I'm sorry -- Eyal Shemesh
        5     and Aileen Barbier.
        6               MR. PELAEZ:  Good evening.  I'm a home
        7     owner in the Northridge area.
        8               MR. MONKS:  Could you please state your
        9     name?
       10               MR. PELAEZ:  Salvador Pelaez.  I'm a home
       11     owner in the Northridge area.  I take the orange
       12     line every day to work and I'm very happy and
       13     pleased at all your hard work.  This is to the metro
       14     people.  Thank you very much for that.
       15               I would also like to say that I support
       16     the busway because as a user I see that, as a daily
       17     user almost, the busway does give me more efficiency
       18     in getting to and from work when it hits the streets
       19     from the way to Warner Center I use some of that
       20     efficiency so as maybe as empirical evidence I offer
       21     that as well.
       22               I also would like to see the Parthenia
       23     station because I as a user in the area would also
       24     participate in its usage of parking, et cetera.
       25               Lastly, I would like to offer a hard fact.
                                                                 13
        1     I know some people have concern regarding the busway
        2     regarding the bus in general regarding everything in
        3     general that we're talking about, but for me in
        4     particular it would put me over the top in the
        5     hundreds of dollars in savings that I am currently
        6     basically gaining because of using this orange line
        7     and having the extension would just encourage me to
        8     use it more.  Thank you.
        9               MR. MONKS:  Okay.  Eyal?
       10               MR. SHEMESH:  My name is Eyal Shemesh.
       11     I'm a business owner in the neighborhood, and what I
       12     want to comment about is in order for you guys to
       13     build all the wall over there you guys need to put
       14     the new bridge over there right on Canoga Avenue.
       15     The cheaper way would be just to overpass under road
       16     that you don't need to walk and spend $200,000,000.
       17     It's a lot of money.  Now, what you said before that
       18     the current car accident if you have same land for
       19     the buses to turn and the cars to either turn right
       20     that it would be more accident on the road.  It's
       21     possible.  But if you got the train and the bus
       22     accident it looks like you got more casualty on it
       23     that way.  And more than that there is a lot of
       24     walkers that walk that live in the neighborhood that
       25     walk in those businesses that need to be removed 50
                                                                 14
        1     or 57 of them and it would be tough on them.  And
        2     thank you very much.
        3               MR. MONKS:  Aileen?
        4               MS. BARBIER:  I am going to pass.
        5               MR. MONKS:  Glen Wilson followed by Doby
        6     Byers followed by Bart Reed.
        7               MR. WILSON:  Glen Wilson.  There is one
        8     part north east of Canoga and Sherman Way that is
        9     not MTA, one spot, and then you are going to have to
       10     buy that and so that on your one type that is going
       11     to cost you more.  It's only if you do the street
       12     one.  That's about it.
       13               MR. MONKS:  I'm sorry.  Glen Wilson?  I'm
       14     sorry that was Glen.  Debbie -- I'm sorry that's
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       15     Doby Byers.
       16               MR. BYERS:  Doby Byers.  I would like to
       17     state that in general I'm a huge fan of public
       18     transportation and I appreciate the efforts of all
       19     of you to get the community involved and keep us a
       20     part of the process.  As the owner of the property
       21     that is impacted by Option 3 I have a few concerns:
       22     Among them, one is to date there has not been enough
       23     time to evaluate the environmental impact report and
       24     I need more time to do that.
       25               Second of all, the amount of encroachment
                                                                 15
        1     that would be required for Option 3 has not been
        2     stated so it's very difficult to determine the
        3     impact to the property.
        4               And finally, the amount of time it takes
        5     between now and a decision impacts the value and the
        6     flexibility of that property if I choose to sell it
        7     or lease it, it really hurts the value because of
        8     the uncertainty of this project.  So I would huge
        9     movement as quickly as possible to create certainty
       10     and make decisions as to what is going to happen.
       11     Thank you.
       12               MR. MONKS:  Thank you.  Bart Reed followed
       13     by Barry Seybert.  And I would like to say those are
       14     the last two speakers, if anybody else would like to
       15     speak, please fill out a speaker card right now and
       16     we'll get you on the list.
       17               MR. REED:  I'm Bart Reed executive
       18     director of Transit Coalition.  I have several
       19     concerns:  No. 1, the situation with this particular
       20     extension is the success of it begets the negative
       21     with the Chatsworth Metrolink Station.  The
       22     Chatsworth Metrolink Station looking at that as a
       23     corridor of 82 miles down to Orange County is
       24     brought up to a 15 minute service it basically means
       25     that Chatsworth then becomes a major transfer point
                                                                 16
        1     where the busway goes south on Canoga Avenue to
        2     Warner Center.  That in itself changes the whole
        3     dynamics of the success of this.  The metrolink
        4     components need to be upgraded incrementally once an
        5     hour, once every half hour, once every 15 minutes,
        6     but once that happens, it means that this
        7     north/south arterial becomes a major functioning
        8     corridor.  Connectivity principally would be with
        9     Warner Center.  At the same time looking at the
       10     options here, the options have to be properly done
       11     where it does connect closely to the metrolink
       12     station.  That type of mistake was made at north
       13     Hollywood because they didn't want to open the
       14     portals and you got a seven to nine minute walk
       15     between the subway and the busway.  That is bad in
       16     terms of how it was implemented.
       17               In terms of the operational route, it's
       18     the same type of thing you probably want to do an
       19     operational route that goes from Chatsworth to
       20     Canoga Park and then perhaps then loops around and
       21     goes out to North Hollywood on certain trips so you
       22     have through connectivity for people that want to go
       23     to places like Pierce College and other different
       24     segments there.
       25               And in the final comment here, I do like
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                                                                 17
        1     the option where we're widening Canoga Avenue
        2     instead of exclusive right of way.  The density
        3     isn't that bad in this area, but widening the street
        4     and integrating it with the busway is probably the
        5     best way to go.  And then rejiggering the tenant mix
        6     on the left over land so you would have something
        7     useful to the community.
        8               Thank you.
        9               MR. MONKS:  Okay.  And Barry.
       10               MR. SEYBERT:  Hi.  I am Barry Seybert.  I
       11     represent Councilman Klein and executive of the
       12     Bicycle Advisory Committee.  So I'm happy to see the
       13     bike lines are staying.  I'm in favor of Option 5.
       14     I think the price of the overpass will be offset by
       15     the reduction of having to buy prime property that
       16     can actually be really well built for transit
       17     corridor multi-use usage.  However, I feel the red
       18     line -- I mean the orange line all along should have
       19     been light rail and we really got short changed by
       20     the busway because of the fight in North Hollywood.
       21     What if this orange line was to stay the way it was
       22     and a light rail or tram could be built back and
       23     forth along the four mile corridor because as you
       24     say that the high usage 25,000 people you can't add
       25     additional buses to an existing bus, but if you get
                                                                 18
        1     a tram or a rail you can always add a car or remove
        2     a car, you could have it electric that would be less
        3     polluting and it would be a better option.  It's
        4     just something to look at.  I don't know if you've
        5     even thought of that or not.  Just have a rail back
        6     and forth to interconnect.
        7               MR. MONKS:  It's public comment.  I can't
        8     address --
        9               MR. SEYBERT:  I know.
       10               MR. MONKS:  Is there anyone else?  Don't
       11     be shy.
       12               All right.  Ladies and gentlemen, thank
       13     you for attending tonight.  I just want to say two
       14     more things:  We have one more meeting next week,
       15     next Wednesday, public meeting same format, please
       16     tell your friends and neighbors.
       17               Also, our deadline for comment is Friday,
       18     April 16, 2008.
       19
       20               (TIME NOTED:  8:02 P.M.)
       21
       22
       23
       24
       25
                                                                 19
        1     STATE OF CALIFORNIA    )
        2                            ) ss:
        3     COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES  )
        4
        5               I, KELLIE MITCHELL, C.S.R. No. 7273, do
        6     hereby certify:
        7               That the foregoing proceedings were taken
        8     down by me in shorthand and thereafter transcribed
        9     under my direction and supervision.
       10               That the foregoing 19 pages contain a true
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       11     and correct transcription of my said shorthand notes
       12     so taken.
       13               I further certify that I am neither
       14     counsel for nor related to any party to said action,
       15     nor in anywise interested in the outcome thereof.
       16               IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have subscribed my
       17     name this 29th day of March, 2008.
       18
       19
       20
       21
       22
       23                      _________________________________
       24                       KELLIE MITCHELL, C.S.R. No. 7273
       25
                                                                 20
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15            MR. MONKS:  Thank you, Walt.  All right.

16   We're going to begin our public comment period, and I

17   just want to, before we do I wanted to emphasize is

18   that staff will be here after public comments.  So if

19   you have individual questions or specific areas that

20   you want to learn more about, staff will be here to

21   answer those questions.

22            We're going to be calling -- and if you

23   haven't filled out a comment card and you want to

24   speak, please see Marina or Jenny and give them your

25   speaker card.  As I mentioned, we're going to call

0028

 1   the speakers in the order received.  I'm going to

 2   name -- list three.  You'll be directing your

 3   comments from that microphone right there.  And

 4   you'll be directing your comments to Walt, Wendy

 5   Lockwood, environmental consultant, and Michael

 6   Meyer, our project manager on the consultant team.

 7   Thank you.

 8            First is Dave Kaufman, followed by William

 9   Bowling, followed by an Andre Vander Valk.  And
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10   you'll have two minutes.  There's a countdown clock,

11   and please adhere to that.

12            MR. KAUFMAN:  My name is Dave Kaufman.  I've

13   been a resident of Chatsworth for 32 years.  I grew

14   up in the valley.  I was born here in L.A., and I've

15   seen the traffic deteriorate tremendously.  My

16   comments tonight are directed towards any extension

17   towards State Route 118.

18            It's of no benefit to anybody here in

19   Chatsworth for that.  It's for the benefit of people

20   coming from Ventura County.  You mention only having

21   a possible 200 rides down there.  The people who live

22   in Ventura County have four Metrolink stations that

23   they can use to get on a train and take a train down

24   to Chatsworth station and transfer to get on the

25   Orange Line.

0029

 1            If you -- if you put the bus route up on

 2   DeSoto running up to the freeway, it's going to

 3   affect the traffic on Topanga because all of us who

 4   live up here know how heavy the traffic is on both

 5   Topanga and DeSoto in the morning and the evening

 6   rush hours.

 7            If you have a bus route running up DeSoto,

 8   people who ordinarily pick DeSoto are going to end up

 9   taking Topanga.  It's also going to affect the

10   traffic on Devonshire because again Devonshire Street

11   is also very heavy in the morning.

12            The easier solution is to have the people

13   get on those trains up in Ventura County, buy a train

14   pass that lets them get on the Orange Line for free,

15   and you're going to buy a bus pass to let them get on
Page 3
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16   the Metrolink for free.  That will solve the problem.

17            We don't need any park and ride or any

18   access route up on DeSoto.  Again, it's not going to

19   benefit anybody in Chatsworth.  It's only for those

20   people in another county.  Thank you.

21            MR. MONKS:  William Bowling.  And I just

22   want to also mention we have a court reporter this

23   evening who will be transcribing your comments.

24            MR. BOWLING:  Hi, my name is William

25   Bowling.  I'm with the Aerospace Cancer Museum of

0030

 1   Education, the ACMELA.org, and I'd like to talk about

 2   Appendix G in your draft environmental impact report.

 3   It talks about the off-site contamination from the

 4   Rockadyne, Pratt-Whitney facility.  And I would like

 5   everyone to understand that there was three

 6   experimental nuclear reactors in that facility, and

 7   the train tracks actually went into the facility.

 8            And if you're going to use the abandoned

 9   train tracks as an alternative bus route, please

10   contact the DTSC, Department of Toxic Substance

11   Control, do some sampling, and then if there is any

12   construction or grading to be done, air monitoring

13   should be involved to reduce the risk of cancer in

14   the surrounding community.

15            I have a map here that I'm going to present

16   to your environmental specialist, it's the site of

17   the L77 reactor and the train tracks leading into the

18   Rockadyne facility.  And thank you for your time.

19            (Applause.)

20            MR. VANDER VALK:  Good evening, my name is
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21   Andre Vander Valk, and I have been in the Chatsworth

22   area for 36 years.  I echo the sentiments also about

23   the 118 corridor, traveling from the station to

24   Devonshire and then again down DeSoto.  And it would

25   remind me before the freeway was completed, the 118

0031

 1   freeway.  DeSoto was almost impenetrable at certain

 2   times.  You couldn't get through.  Also, right by

 3   Devonshire there and McDonald's, a number of

 4   accidents happen on a daily basis, and I just want to

 5   reiterate that because it's probably not a good plan

 6   to do that.  I think you'll find strong opposition to

 7   any suggestion, and I appreciate staff's

 8   recommendation that it not go through.

 9            As far as my other hat, I chaired the Design

10   Review Board of the Topanga Specific Plan, and I

11   appreciate the time that Walt Davis gave me to talk

12   about the specific plan.  I would ask for your

13   adherence to any improvement that you do -- excuse

14   me, at either Mirella Street, Topanga and Mirella,

15   property that you have there and also the vacant lot

16   that you have on Devonshire right by the station

17   there -- Those, the vacant lot was at one time

18   intended to be a high retail -- and there was

19   supposed to be a high-end restaurant and other

20   things.  And we'd like to see that avenue pursued, or

21   at least leave it, you know, empty until such time as

22   you can make that determination and at least adhere

23   to the specific plan that says, "Let's get away from

24   transportation.  Let's get away from some of the

25   other things," and I appreciate the conversations you

0032
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 1   and I had.

 2            Finally, I have some safety concerns about a

 3   couple of the options about crossing railroad tracks

 4   with buses, and that would be at Mirella Street and

 5   Canoga, but I'll leave that up to you.  You're the

 6   experts on it.  I drive, by the way, every day past

 7   the Orange Line, and the adherence is absolutely

 8   phenomenal as far as people stopping, not going

 9   through the light, and everything else, and I commend

10   you on that project.  Thank you.

11            (Applause.)

12            MR. MONKS:  Sean McCarthy, followed by Harry

13   Tischler, followed by Jan McLeod.

14            MR. MCCARTHY:  I'm with the Warner -- or the

15   Woodland Hills-Tarzana Chamber, the Woodland Hills

16   Neighborhood Council, and United Chambers of

17   Commerce.  Last August I came and read a letter to

18   you which I'm not going to go into in great detail,

19   but we support Option No. 5, I believe that is the

20   flyover over DeSoto.  This is an important project,

21   and by the way, we also support the busway concept.

22   It's important that you keep your construction, as

23   much as you can, off of the public right-of-way, away

24   from businesses, and I know there are going to be

25   some businesses -- and Mr. Jacoby's property in

0033

 1   particular is going to be affected, but it's the

 2   least amount of impact that we can see going along

 3   there would be to build along the busway.

 4            One or two things that I did not see in your

 5   plans, and those are the following:  There is no plan
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 6   for cleaning around the construction sites, neither

 7   trash nor graffiti.  I didn't see it.  I think it's

 8   very important for the public to know that MTA is

 9   making a real investment in the area, not when the

10   project is done, but as the project is going along to

11   show that they're good neighbors.

12            The second thing that I think would be very,

13   very helpful is if at least on a monthly basis, if

14   MTA could set up some sort of a citizen's advisory

15   committee so people can meet with you and can talk

16   about concerns that they have about construction.  If

17   there are issues coming up, they can actually talk to

18   somebody and not call an 800 number.  I think it's

19   important from MTA's perspective to do this, and it

20   will make the community feel much more part of the

21   process, and I think you will get a lot more

22   cooperation.  So I -- I commend you on having us this

23   evening, and thank you very much.

24            (Applause.)

25            MR. TISCHLER:  As I said last week, I'm very

0034

 1   much in favor of this project.  I want to see the

 2   extension; but, which I didn't say last week, the

 3   idea that there's not going to be a sound wall

 4   between the mobile home parks and the right-of-way is

 5   unacceptable.  We've got to have a sound wall, not a

 6   six-foot wall.

 7            (Applause.)

 8             MR. TISCHLER:  Well I guess I got support

 9   on that.  I think I've said it.

10            (Applause.)

11            MS. MCLEOD:  Good evening, everyone.  Thank
Page 7
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12   you, Walt, for bringing your team for the preliminary

13   meeting that we had at the park probably three or

14   four weeks ago.  We had a meeting with our residents

15   there to inform them.  We have a lot of elderly

16   people.  My name is Jan McLeod.  I am the park

17   manager and authorized legal agent for the owners,

18   Ernest and Gladys Knoll and John Knoll.

19            The Chatsworth Mobile Home Park is the one

20   that could be impacted by the bright Orange Line

21   shown, which you still haven't whited yet, Walt.  Our

22   concerns for those that couldn't be here tonight

23   because of their age or being sick and that were very

24   concerned, some of them don't know how (inaudible)

25   together.  Traffic flow -- that's a major problem for

0035

 1   us getting in and out of the park.  Many of them are

 2   concerned about construction noise.  And the mountain

 3   views from inside our homes and outside our homes.

 4   That's a problem for us with the 1,000 foot access

 5   road to 30 feet high, which is three stories high,

 6   across Lassen.

 7            This is not a trailer park.  This a mobile

 8   home park with $200,000 homes that are in there.

 9   It's considered to be one of the number four top

10   mobile home parks in the valley, and we really love

11   it, and we pride ourselves on our homes there.

12            We do need and ask very firmly for an

13   eight-foot privacy wall for sound.  The transients I

14   keep running off -- they can climb and get over the

15   six-foot fence, six-foot wall.  So that won't work

16   for us.  We need an eight-foot.  In order (inaudible)
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17   for the options you have would be one, two, three,

18   not too keen on four, five, and actually to reiterate

19   on option four, I want to say that that's absolutely

20   no on option four, that's the one that comes onto our

21   grounds, our park.  Sorry.

22            MR. MONKS:  Finish your sentence.

23            MS. MCLEOD:  Our park is 44 years old, and

24   this option is totally, totally unacceptable for us.

25   We want you to go west.  Thank you.

0036

 1            (Applause.)

 2            MR. MONKS:  Thank you.  All right.  Darcy

 3   Newman followed by Art Schlefstein, followed by Dean

 4   Pathmor.

 5            MS. NEWMAN:  Hi, I'm Darcy Newman, and I'm

 6   here to talk about the privacy wall or the sound

 7   wall, and the air quality.  Between Parthenia and

 8   Nordhoff, just east of Canoga, there are mobile

 9   homes, and again, not trailer parks but nice mobile

10   homes backed up within 20 feet, you know, just

11   separated five feet, six feet from each other, and

12   there's hundreds of residents there, and it's a

13   senior park, both of them are, and I think that if

14   these people have to listen to this noise and breathe

15   all this air during the construction period, which

16   could take, my estimation is, you know, more than a

17   year or two, then it could have a severe health

18   problem for these people.  And being seniors, you

19   know, a lot of them are on fixed budgets, they don't

20   have anywhere to go.

21            So if you start polluting their sounds,

22   polluting their air, there's going to be health
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23   problems, there's going to be -- there's just going

24   to be a lot of issues that come up that are problems

25   beyond adding a few feet to a wall.  So I agree, I'd

0037

 1   like to keep it west of Canoga, but if you can't, at

 2   least make it so that we can live and breathe in that

 3   area.  Thanks.

 4            (Applause.)

 5            MR. SCHLEFSTEIN:  Hi, I'm Art Schlefstein,

 6   I'm on the design review board.  I'm also on

 7   Chatsworth Council (inaudible).  I think to make it

 8   simple, you have a right-of-way, I can't see using

 9   anything other than the right-of-way and not take up

10   the street, and not to mix big buses with little

11   cars, trying to fit.  The cars are getting smaller

12   and smaller, and the buses are getting bigger and

13   bigger.  Also I'd like to not see a lot of crossings.

14   I go by the one in Woodland Hills, the Orange Line,

15   and I notice there's a whole bunch of accidents

16   there, and people just run into the buses or for

17   whatever reasons.  If you can have an overpass,

18   underpass or any other way to keep traffic from

19   mixing, the buses will move faster, and everyone will

20   be safer.  Thank you.

21            (Applause.)

22            MR. PATMOR:  Dean Patmor, local homeowner

23   and aerospace engineer.  I am in favor of the busway

24   over the Canoga widening for four simple reasons:

25   First, during the construction phase, we already put

0038

 1   up for the past two and half years with the attempt
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 2   of widening a single little bridge in order for

 3   Vanowen, and to widen the entire four miles would be

 4   unbelievable.

 5            Second is cost.  It's obvious that putting

 6   in a busway, it's got to be a whole lot cheaper than

 7   widening Canoga, and as a taxpayer, cost is a

 8   significant factor.

 9            Thirdly is speed.  Your ridership is going

10   to be important and to encourage people to ride it,

11   it's got to be fast.  Your peak ridership is going to

12   be coincident with the traffic.  The buses on the

13   road are going to have the same traffic problems as

14   those of us in cars looking for alternatives.

15            And then lastly is flexibility.  A busway

16   maintains some future flexibility if you ever wanted

17   to look at light rail or other alternatives to the

18   bus.  So that's it.

19            (Applause.)

20            MR. MONKS:  Thank you.  Ruben Bartels,

21   followed by Steven Box, followed by Charlotte Brodie.

22            MR. BARTELS:  My name is Robert Bartels, and

23   I own B & B Automotive.  I've been at Deering and

24   Sherman Way for the last 30 years, been born, and

25   raised here in the valley, and I would comment to

0039

 1   most people to make sure to think, and I would like

 2   to camp on the one person that made the comment, I

 3   believe that going through the various streets of

 4   Sherman Way, Saticoy, Roscoe, and Nordhoff that the

 5   buses should have at least a light three to four

 6   percent grade go down underneath the street similar

 7   to what they've got on the Alameda corridor
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 8   in Los Angeles so that when the bus does have to go

 9   through, it doesn't have to stop at all, just

10   completely travel through except for stopping at

11   different stations.

12            And from a cost standpoint I know it's going

13   to be a little bit more expensive, but if we look at

14   the future for the valley and you want to make sure

15   that there's less accidents and also as that thing

16   just goes through you have no impact on the street, I

17   think it's extremely valuable to be able to look into

18   it.  And I don't think the cost -- I know the cost

19   would be expensive, but I think in the overall, in

20   10, 15 years the value that you get would be

21   tremendous.  Thank you.

22            (Applause.)

23            MR. BOX:  Good evening, Steven Box, I'm on

24   the board of the Los Angeles County Bicycle

25   Coalition, and I'm the founder of the Bike Riders

0040

 1   Collective.  And so on behalf of alternative

 2   transportation, I'd like to ask you to make a strong

 3   commitment not to interfere with the equestrian way

 4   of life up in this neck of the woods, and I

 5   understand that's off the table, so, thank you.

 6            I'd also like to have you make a firm

 7   commitment to supporting pedestrian and cyclist's

 8   access and amenities, safety on this particular

 9   route.  The devil is in the details, they say, and so

10   for example on the Orange Line, which I passed

11   Van Nuys Boulevard tonight, they're ticketing

12   pedestrians for having the audacity to cross Van Nuys

Page 12

haguilar
Polygonal Line

haguilar
Typewritten Text
124-20 cont

haguilar
Line

haguilar
Polygonal Line

haguilar
Typewritten Text
124-21



3-26-08 DEIR Meeting Public Comments -abridged.TXT
13   to get to the Orange Line.

14            It's because there's a crosswalk only on one

15   side.  So on the southeast corner of the intersection

16   a pedestrian has to go north and then east and then

17   south again to get to the Orange Line.

18            Those little details are what trains

19   pedestrians to run across intersections, and then, of

20   course, they (inaudible).  We're erring sometimes in

21   favor of the fastest and strongest, and we're

22   forgetting that sometimes our most vulnerable, which

23   would be cyclists and pedestrians, need your help.

24   On the same Orange Line, the man actually hit the

25   button.  The crosswalk button is on the left side for

0041

 1   the cyclist, but the cutout is on the right.  You

 2   can't do both.  So what you do is you ignore one or

 3   the other.  You either jump the curb or you take the

 4   cutout and ignore the crosswalk lights, and then, of

 5   course, get a ticket for having the audacity to want

 6   to go places with as much convenience as those that

 7   are in a vehicle (inaudible).

 8            So I'm just asking you keep in mind that the

 9   alternative forms of transportation support the

10   success of the Metro, which means if we can't walk to

11   it or ride our bikes to it, it just doesn't work for

12   that community, and so in that sense, the community

13   first?  Thank you very much.

14            (Applause.)

15            MS. BRODIE:  I'm Charlotte Brodie.  And I'm

16   with ETI Corral 54, here in Chatsworth.  We're happy

17   to hear that you're no longer making the connection

18   from the depot to the 118 freeway.  We would support
Page 13
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19   Plan C, as this would keep the buses off the street

20   and disturb far fewer people near Lassen.

21            (Applause.)

22            MR. MONKS:  All right.  I have one more

23   speaker, and if there is anybody else that would like

24   to speak, please see Marina or just hold your card

25   and we'll get to you, I'll call you up.  Judith

0042

 1   Daniels.

 2            MS. DANIELS:  I'm Judith Daniels, president

 3   of the Chatsworth Neighborhood Council.  I'm really

 4   glad to see the community came out tonight.  However,

 5   it is that you heard about the hearing.  Hopefully

 6   many of you heard from us.  First, I'd like to say

 7   that last week in Canoga Park I was told that

 8   basically the extension to the 118 was -- was almost

 9   certainly dead.  Tonight you seem to be wavering a

10   little bit about that.  It was staff that told me

11   that last week.

12            The main thing I wanted to say tonight is

13   that we're very concerned about what might happen

14   along Devonshire.  The community does seem to support

15   the extension of the Orange Line from Canoga Park to

16   the train station.  We're very proud of our train

17   station.  It's a community gathering place.  We

18   recently have had a coalition of the Neighbor

19   Council, the Chatsworth Porter Ranch Chamber of

20   Commerce, and the Devonshire Business Improvement

21   District that are working together to try to improve

22   the Devonshire corridor, try to spruce it up, and we

23   hope that whatever might happen with the parking at
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24   the station, if you have to move parking, that you

25   consider the community desires and wants and the

0043

 1   aesthetics of what's going on at Devonshire, that the

 2   possibility of a parking structure on Devonshire is

 3   not especially appealing, but if there is any kind of

 4   parking structure, we hope that it will be closer to

 5   the train station, leaving the area that is actually

 6   along Devonshire open for, as Andre said, either the

 7   retail and restaurants that have been discussed in

 8   the past, perhaps a community park or some other

 9   community use that might aesthetically be pleasing

10   and also benefit the community.  Thank you.

11            (Applause.)

12            MR. MONKS:  All right.  Glenn Bailey

13   followed by Roger Appleby.

14            MR. BAILEY:  My name is Glenn Bailey.  I was

15   here at the July meeting.  First of all, your notice

16   of availability of the EIR stated that the document

17   would be available online on your website as of -- I

18   believe it was the 3rd of March.  I checked a week

19   later, it still was not up.  In fact, it didn't have

20   the notice of this meeting.

21            I believe in order to comply with the intent

22   and the letter of the law in CEQA that you need to

23   extend your comment period by an equivalent amount of

24   time that this document is not on your website as

25   described in the legal notice.

0044

 1            (Applause.)

 2            MR. BAILEY:  Number two.  Number two, in the

 3   EIR Section 3.35 with regards to the bikeways, it
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 4   says where feasible.  I'm sorry.  This is an

 5   engineered project.  You make it feasible.  You need

 6   to continue the 14 miles that you're accommodating

 7   from the North Hollywood station all the way to

 8   Chatsworth.  It's not where feasible, it shall be

 9   feasible because you will do it.  You will engineer

10   it.  You will build it.

11            I do have a concern when you talk about

12   mix-use paths.  That doesn't work.  Wherever you've

13   got the space, it needs to be a separate bicycle path

14   from the pedestrian path.  And for the areas you've

15   got 275 feet, you could possibly do a decomposed

16   granite path for several miles for joggers and other

17   people who don't want to walk on the concrete.

18            With regards to your reference to the City

19   of L.A.'s Floor plan and 4.7-22 regarding the Class 2

20   bike -- I mean, the class bike path on Topanga Canyon

21   Boulevard and Winnetka, a plan that it would be ten

22   years existence.  Do you see a bicycle lane on

23   Topanga Canyon Boulevard and Winnetka?  No, you do

24   not, not after ten years.

25            So I think that the credibility of such a

0045

 1   bicycle plan in terms of meaningful contributions to

 2   the entire transportation mix is seriously in

 3   question, but that's why it's even more important

 4   that this plan be intelligently designed to

 5   accommodate bicyclists, and the intersection issue

 6   needs to be addressed too for the push button access.

 7   Thank you.

 8            (Applause.)
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 9            MR. APPLEBY:  My name is Roger Appleby.  I'm

10   a resident of the Riviera Mobile Home on

11   Canoga Avenue.  You guys said you were going to widen

12   the street 35 feet.  I was wondering if that's going

13   to be 17 and a half on one and 17 and a half on the

14   other.  Because if you go 35 to the east.  You're

15   going to be in my bedroom, and I don't want you in my

16   bedroom.  I mean, we need a wall up there.  We need a

17   wall as a sound barrier because I've lived there for

18   22 years, and the old trains used to shake my bed in

19   my mobile home, and I don't want the bus to shake my

20   bed in my mobile home.  So we need a wall.  We need a

21   wall up there to cut down the noise of the buses, and

22   that's all I've got to say.

23            MR. MONKS:  All right.  That was the last

24   speaker card we have.  Is there anybody else?  Yes.

25            MS. VANN:  I just have a question.

0046

 1            MR. MONKS:  You need to stand up and speak

 2   into the microphone.

 3            MS. VANN:  My name is Jeri Vann, and I had a

 4   question about parking, in the -- to extend parking

 5   to Devonshire.  Is there any kind of law that says

 6   you can't build up, and how high and can you build

 7   down underground.  Does it have to be long?  I mean,

 8   can you go either way?  What are the boundaries?

 9            MR. MONKS:  This is comment public, we can't

10   answer this in this forum, but right after you can

11   address the team.

12            Anyone else?  All right.  Thank you very

13   much.  We're very happy with all of you coming out

14   tonight and giving your input.  And we'll be
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15   communicating with you.  Please make sure you've

16   signed in on the sign-in sheet with all of your

17   contact information.  We'll be in touch, and as I

18   mentioned, staff will be here to answer your

19   questions.

20            (End of Proceeding)

21   

22   

23   

24   

25   
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 1   STATE OF CALIFORNIA       )

                               )   ss.

 2   COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES     )

 3   

 4            I, YOLANDA GUINTO-GONZALES, CSR No. 12785, a

 5   court reporter for the County of Los Angeles, State

 6   of California, do hereby certify;

 7            That prior proceedings were taken before me

 8   at the time and place herein set forth, and was taken

 9   by me in shorthand and thereafter transcribed into

10   typewriting under my direction and supervision, and I

11   hereby certify that the transcript of the proceedings

12   is a full, true and correct transcript of my

13   shorthand notes so taken;

14            I further certify that I am neither counsel

15   for nor related to any party to said action, nor in

16   any way interested in the outcome thereof.

17            IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereto subscribe my

18   name this 21st day of APRIL, 2008.
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19   

20   

21                  

22                ________________________________________

23                 YOLANDA GUINTO-GONZALES, CSR No. 12785

24   

25   
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