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Traffic Network Becomes More Critical

Few through streets from Beverly Hills to the 405 makes for critical planning

The present “scoping” for the Metro subway extension study allows for the community to
make additions to the present study in order to —get it right-= There are two major flaws in the
present proposed plans that if adjusted can lead to a much better plan. Both adjustments
involve reducing the congestion that would be brought about by mixing in excessive
uncontrolled commercially destined commuter traffic within residential communities.

Yes the current plans that are proposed by Metro over time would bring much more traffic
into the established residential communities and in such a way that major bottlenecks and
massive gridlock would be the outcome. It would be due to the placement of the subway
extension, where more development is planned for as well as the placement and kinds of
street “improvements” Metro is planning for.

By putting the subway extension with its attracted vehicular traffic in the Wilshire corridor
from Western Avenue to Beverly Hills, rather than in the Santa Monica Boulevard corridor
from Hollywood to Beverly Hills, an unsolvable major bottleneck is created in Beverly Hills.
By adding development and connecting traffic movement from Downtown to Beverly Hills in
the Wilshire corridor, this new increased traffic flow becomes constricted at the Santa Monica
Boulevard major traffic flow. Too much traffic with not enough capacity leading to
commercial work centers making for a constant and major bottleneck. The solution is to not
build up the 4 2 miles of Wilshire corridor with commuter attracting commercial land use, but
to instead nurture residential development similar to that which is west of Beverly Hills (BH)
and to make Santa Monica Boulevard (SMB) the clear major capacity commuter corridor
incorporating the subway extension along with continuing the SMB street improvement east
of Century City to Hollywood. Without making this adjustment two events would likely take
place. The bottleneck in BH would produce a new double capacity Pico-Olympic one-way
pair as a bypass further intruding traffic into those residential communities and secondly the
Wilshire corridor vehicular traffic flow would “persist” in its flow west to Westwood and
beyond. Both of these potential eventualities impact established residential communities
leading to congestion push down resulting in cut-through traffic.

The other flaw in the Metro proposal is to not provide for major commuter traffic to
employment centers with high capacity vehicular improved roads so that commuter traffic will
not spill over into residential communities. As it stands all major and secondary streets
(highways) are planned for to pick up the new increased commuter traffic. Commercial
shopping streets become 8 mph “crawls” that rebuff and direct other traffic into residential
boulevards with fewer signals. These alternate “speedways” become very unsafe leading to
the installation of more signals where they also become 8 mph “crawls. This is a plan for
gridlock over the majority of the LA Basin becoming a cruel way to ruin a city.

The request to Metro becomes 1/ to provide for a third “build alternative” for the subway
extension in the SMB corridor without any subway between Western and Beverly Hills, and 2/
to provide for the increased vehicular traffic with adequate facilities to keep commuter traffic
from intruding into and impacting established residential communities. By chance there is
such a proposal that can be reviewed at www.FlowBoulevardPlan.com.

By the placement of one major transportation corridor an entire city plan is derived along
with affecting each citizen. This one study is very important and deserves to be made right.
Home Owner Associations, Chamber of Commerce’s (to get people to work) and institutions
should make their interests known to Metro. If there are questions regarding these ideas
please contact Phil Brown at PJBarch@DSLextreme.com. G202
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