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Bids opened for West Valley Division

Modernization of RTD's bus
operating facilities in the San
Fernando Valiey will take another
step forward next month when
construction is scheduled to begin
on the new West San Fernando
Valley division.

Bids from construction compan-
ies interested in the project were
opened on June 29, according to
Phillip Meyers, chief engineer, Bus
Facilities Engineering. Meyers
said the iow bid will be evaluated
for compliance with specifications
and then presented to the Dis-
trict's Board of Directors for ap-
proval and award of contract.

Once the contract 1s awarded,
construction on the project should
begin, possibly as early as August
1. Meyers estimates the project
will cost approximately $10 million
and take just over one year to
build.

The new facility, which will re-
place Qivision 8 in Van Nuys, will
be located on an 18-acre, $3.5
million site at the corner of
Nordhoff Street and Canoga Ave-
nue in the Chatsworth area of the
valley. Division 8 is currently lo-
cated al the corner of Sherman
Way and Van Nuys Bivg.

With only a few modifications,
the West San Fermando Valley di-
vision will be similar to the East
Valfley division which is presently
under construction in the Sun Val-
ley area. Design of both facilities
was a joint venture of Albert C.
Martin and Associates and De-
leuw Cather Company.

Swanson elected, Storing re-elected

Gordana Swanson, a member
of the City council trom Roliing
Hills, has been selected by the
League of California Cities to
serve on the RTD Board of Direc-
tors. She will fill the unexpired term
of Director from Corridor B, re-
placing David Hayward. the re-
cently-defeated Mayor of Redon-
do Beach. Swanson will serve until
July, 1982,

Board member Charles Storing
was re-elected to a full four-vear
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Adtist's concept of new Wesl Valley operating facility.

The major elements of the new
facility, which is designed to ac-
commodate 250 buses include a
*herringbone” parking system that
designates a single stall for each
bus and facilitates access and
egress, a maintenance building,
transportation building, automatic
bus washer, a fueling facility and
tire repair building.

In addition to sporting such
standard fealures as a TV room,
game room, classroom and con-
ference room, the transportation
building will feature an open lunch
court patio in which the operators

term on the District's govemning
body by the league.

The 11-member Board of Direc-
tors, which sets District policy, is
appointed by local elected gov-
ernment officials. Five memnbers
are appointed by the Los Angeles
County Board of Supervisors, two
by the Mayor of the City of Los An-

eles with the concurrence of the

ity Council, and four by the
League of California Cities, which
represents the other 77 cities
served by the District.

Swanson's selection by the
league actually marks her return to
the RTD Board. She served briefly
in late 1980, appointed by outgo-
ing Supervisor Yvonne Burke and
replaced by newly-elected Super-
visor Deane Dana, who appointed
Jan Hall to the seat.

A past Mayor of Rolling Hills,
Swanson has been a member of
that city’s council since 1976. She
is also Chairwoman of the Paios
Verdes Peninsula Transportation
Committee, which works with the
District to design a more servicea-
ble transportation system for the
area.

Last year, Swanson and her
commitiee spearheaded a drive
for a Dial-A-Ride service on the

can relax and gat their lunch.

In the maintenance building, a
combination of pits and hydraulic
lifts will provide space for me-
chanics to work on nearly two
dozen buses at & time.

As for the current Division 8 site,
which is owned by the District, the
District has included in its master
plan for the deveiopment of a pro-
posed transportation center on the
Division 8 site.

Planning Depariment and Bus
Facilities Engineering staff have
determined that, because of the
strategic location of Division 8 rel-

peninsula for seniors and handi-
capped. She has served on the
Roliing Hills Environmental! Quality
Board.

Born in Ljublijana, Yugoslavia,
Swanson emigrated to the United
States in 1956 and became a nat-
uralized citizen 10 years later. She
majored in psychology at DePaul
University in Chicago.

A member of numerous civic
and charitable organizations,
Swanson is the wife of Or. Lecnard
Swanson and the mother of two
teenage children.  The family has
lived in Rolling Hills since 1969.

Storing has been a member of
the RTD Board since 1976. His
area includes the San Gabriel Val-
ley, from Pasadena to Pomona.
Storing has served three times as
La Puenie’'s Mayor since first
being elected to the city council in
1860. The family, including
Storing's wife and three children,
have lived in La Puente since
1954,

A native of California, "Charlie”
was born in Newport Beach and
educated at Whittier College,
where he earned a bachelor's de-
gree in Social Science.
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atively close to three freeways, ad-
jacent land use, planned develop-
ment in the immediate vicinity, and
the high volume of traffic at the in-
tersection of Van Nuys Blvd. and
Sherman Way, it appears (0 be in
the best interests of both the com-
munity and the District to develop
the site

Planners estimate such a facility
might cost $3 million and could in-
clude a major transportation cen-
ter at ground level and the devel-
opment by private interests of
commercial, office or residential
space above the center.

to Board

He is a member of the executive
board of the Califormia Contract
Cities Association and serves on
the executive board of the Area
One Poverty Council, the agency
involved with the disbursement of
federal anti-poverty funds.

He is a member of the La
Puente Optimist Club and the
Jaycees. A member of the Sunset
Wesleyan Church, he serves on
the Board of Directors of the
Delhaven Community Center.

Charles Storing
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Expansion plans . ..

After temporarily suspending ali
wheelchar service on lines with
accessible lifts, the District has re-
stored ail 21 lines offering handi-
capped service. Accessible serv-
ice was suspended in February
after cracks were found in support
plates on the lift assemblies in the
AM General buses. An expedited
repair program to all 200 lift-
equipped buses had the service
totally restored by mid-May As of
June 1, weekend and heoliday
service was also being offered on
these 21 Ines. Lines offering ac-
cessible service include 9, 35, 44,
55, 83, 88, 93, 152, 204, 423, 432,
440, 447, 456, 480, 813, 820, 827,
841, 846 and 848. The District
plans to expand its accessible
service later this year by begin-
ning the operation of rear door
wheelchair lifts on the RTS-II
buses.

Appointee . ..

The Executive Committee of the
Transportation Research Board
has appointed Arthur Leahy, the
District's acting Principal Adminis-
trative Analyst, as a member of the
board's Transit Management and
Performance commitlee. The
Transportation Research Board is
part of the National Research
Council, which is the principal
operating agency of the National
Academy of Sciences and the Na-
tional Academy of Engineering. It
is a private, non-profit corporation,
not a government agency. Mem-
bers of the council’s many scientii-
ic and technical committees do
not serve as representatives of the
organizations or agencies which
employ them, Leahy explains.
Rather, the members act as indi-
vidual scientists, technologists or
researchers to make available
their personal knowledge in the
national interest.

Goingup ...

According to stalistics pub-
lished in Passenger Transport, the
weekly journal of the American
Public Transit Association, there
were 4,594 motor buses of all
sizes delvered to U.5. transit
agencies during calendar 1980.
Of these. 3.288 were 40-foot
buses at an average order price of
$122,100 — a 9.3 percent In-
crease over the previous year's
average price. In addition to being
the largest number of buses deliv-
ered since 1976, the statistics also
revealed that the average price of
a standard bus has nearly dou-
bled in the past five years. For ex-
ample, in 1975 when 5,261 motor
buses were delivered, the aver-
age price was only $62,700. But,
every cloud does have a silver lin-
ing. The 1980 price increase was
'ess han the rate of inflation for the
first time since 1974,

The graduate . . .

Among the thousands of stu-
dents receiving diplomas from
Southland colleges last month
was Division 8 operator David
Swinton, who received his AA.
degree from Los Angeles Valley
College in Van Nuys. Swinton, who
has been with the District nearly
10 years, attended classes during
the day and worked evenings on
Line 88. Married and the father of
eight kKids, Swinton plans to con-
tinue his education in the fall at
California  State  University,
Northridge (CSUN), majoring in

Recreation will sell you down the river

i you have been planning to
visit Magic Mountain amusement
park this summer, RTD Family
Days July 25 and 26 could repre-
sent your Dest value of the year.
The Recreation Department's dis-
counted tickets will save you up o
$4.95 off the regular price of a
general admission ticket.

For only $6 to empioyees, re-
tirees and their immediate family,
you can en#‘oy all of the rides and
attractions for the entire day. If you
bring a guest, the tickets will be
$7.25 for them per adult. Guest
children are only $6.

When ordering tickets for this
event, please indicate how many
children’s tickets you are ordering.
The park considers children to be
ages four to 11, and under four
feet in height. This is very impor-
tant!

By the way, the park ig featuring
a new altraction this season. It's
the “Roaring Rapids,” California's
first man-made river ride,

And, speaking of good buys, for
the absolute best buy of the year,
you cannot pass up the Ringling
Brothers, Barnum and Bailey Cir-
cus at the Forum in Inglewood. By
special arrangement, the Recrea-
tion Department is offering $8.50
tickets for the unbelievably low
price of only $2.50.

Not only is the price incredible,

but you can choose from nearly a
dozen different performances.
Tickets are available for: Friday,
July 24, 8 p.m.; Saturday, July 25,
i1 am.or8p.m.; Sunday, July 26,
1:30 p.m.; Tuesday, July 28, 2:30
p.m. or 8 p.m.; Wednesday, July
29, 2:30 p.m. or 8 p.m.; Thursday,
July 30, 2:30 or 8 p.m. or Friday,
July 31, 8 p.m.

Concert season at the Greek
Theatre continues with choice
seats slill availahle. Selected per-
farmances for July and August in-
clude:

—Santana, August 14 (Friday),
with $17.50 tickets available for
only $16.

--Al Jarreau takes the stage on
Friday, August 21, and you can sit
in the $12.95 seats for only $12.

—Stephanie Mills concludes the
August slate on Friday, the 28th
RTD has $12.95 seats for only
$12.

For the jazz enthusiast, the Jazz
at the Bowl series offers Sarah
Vaughn on August 12 with special
guest the L.A. Four (Ray Brown,
Jeff Hamilton, Bud Shank and
Laurinda Almeda} and the Milt
Jackson Quartet.

On August 26, the series pres-
ents Lionel Hampton — An even-
ing of good vibes. Special guests
on the bill include Ernestine
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Fit to a Tee

Seven-month-old Brian Allen Delaney can't talk just yet, but he lets everyone know

where his mom — Employee Aclivities Coordinator Diane Delaney — earns a living. And -

now so ¢an your child or grandchild, The RTD Recreation Department is offering a selec-
tion of T-shirts for infants and each says “My (mommy, daddy, grandma or grandpa)
Works for RTO.” Priced at only $2.50 each, the lap-shoulder style shirts are available in
sizes 6, 12, 18 and 24 months. The colors are cloud white, baby blue and pleasant pink.

Anderson, Benny Carter, Harry
“Sweets" Edison, Teddy Wilson
and the Lionel Hampton All-Stars.

Box seals to both shows, regu-
larly priced at $15, are available
for only $13. s

For you vacationers, den't forget
the following trips and deadlines:

—Hawaii, October 6-13, four
days in Honolulu and three days
on Maui, $545. Final payment is
due July 24,

—Fall Coastal Cruise, Septem-
ber 19. Fly to Vancouver, B.C.,
spend one night there and one
day in Victoria, then cruise back
down the coast with a stopover in
San Francisco. The five-day trip is’
$697. The seven-day trip is $850.
Final payment*i:i gLie July 21.

For all of you with a sweet tooth,
the Recreation Department has a
deal for you. Now, instead of
getting a special deal on the See's
candy twice a year at Easter and
Christmas, you can purchase the
delicious Nuts and Chews and
whatever your tingling tooth de-
mands year-round at a discount,

See's candy gift certificates,
good at any See's Candy Store
with the exception of Hawaii and
Hong Kong, are now on sale in the
Recreation Department at a real
savings. The $4.90 per pound cet-
tificates are available for only $4.
They are redeemable indefinitely,
even if there is a price increase on
the candy. s

Don't forget to mark Sunday,
August 16, on you calendar.
That's the day of the Annual RTD
Employee Picnic at Silver Lakes
Park in Norco. For more delails
aboui this event, see the picnic
story elsewhere in this paper.

For more information about
these or any Recreation Depart-
ment event, call 972-6580 Monday
through Friday between 8 a.m.
and 4 p.m. And, don't forgel 1o
check the Recreation Board at
your wark location.

Service pins
available

Atlention retirees and those who
have a tendency to lose things.

If you retired before the District
began its Employee Service
Award program, or if you have lost
a service pin, the Recreation De-
partment can help you. For a limit-
ed time, the department, which
coordinates the service pin pro-
gram, can replace a lost pin or
send one to a retiree while sup-
plies last.

“We'll fill all requests untii we run
out of pins,” says Diane Delaney,
employee activity coordinator.

Started just three years ago, the
Service Award Program 1s de-
signed to recognize longterm em-
ployees by presenting them with a
service pin at five year intervals,
beginning with five years of serv-
ice. Unfortunately, Delaney pomnts
out that there are many retirees
who left the District just prior to the
start of the program and have
never received any pin.

[f you think you are eligible for
one of these pins, write — do not
telephone — to the Recreation De-
partment, 425 South Main Street,
Los Angeles, CA 90013. Be sure
to give your name, badge number
and seniority date and where the
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Sixth annual

RTD’s 20 top bus operators will
put their skills and nerves on the
line Saturday, August 1, when they
compete in the finals of the sixth
annual RTD Bus Roadeo in the
Santa Anita Racetrack parking lot.

In addition to being declared
the best from among the District's
4,500 bus operators and receiving
a $500 cash prize, the Rodeo
winner earns the right to represent
the RTD at the National Bus
Roadeo Championships, spon-
sored by the American Public
Transit Association, in Chicago, {i-
linois, October 8-10.

According to Pat Coble, a sen-

ior staff assistant in the Trans-
portation Department, this year's
Roadeoc will be notably different in
terms of 'who qualifies for the
finais.

In previous years, finalists were
chosen during preliminaries by
picking the highest scorer from
gach division in addition to the 10
overall high scorers. For Roadeo
‘81, Coble says the finalists will
consist of the overall top 20 scor-
ers.

This year's preliminaries were
set for July 11 and 12 at Santa
Anita Racetrack. Scme 150 opera-
tors were expected to compete.
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LA BREA AYE.

~ Someone once pointed out that it is better to judge than to be
judged, so here’s your chance. Read the operator's statement,
examine the diagram and determine if this accident was pre-
ventable or unpreventable. The answer is printed below, up-
side down to discourage cheating.

Operator’'s Statement: “| was out of service operating in the
curb lane westbound on Pico Boulevard at approximately 25
miies per hour, The signal was green and, when | was about 35
feet from the intersection of La Brea Avenue, an automobile
traveling eastbound attempted to make a left turn in front of the
bus, causing me to run into his right side.
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For the uniniziated, the Bus
Roadeo is designed to be a com-
petifive test and measure of a driv-
er's skil behind the wheel, his
knowledge of szfety regulations,
of the equipment he operates and
of his professionalism.

The Roadeo is conducied by
the Transportation Department,
with judging performed by repre-
sentatives from the Department of
Motor Vehicles, the Los Angeles
Police Department, the L.A. Coun-
ty Sheriff's Department, the Cali-
fornia Highway Patrol and the Los
Angeles Board of Education.

The actual Roadec competition
consists of 12 simulated road
problems designad to test a driv-
er's ability in negotiating left and
right turns, backing turns, passen-
ger stops, reaction time and
judgement problems.

oadeo finals set for August 1

There is a safety test and a pre-
tnp hus inspection on a coach that
has several prepared problems
which the contestant must find.
The contestants are also rated on
their personai appearance.

During the actual competition
on the course, a judge rides with
each contestant, scoring him for
smoothness of operation anc ob-
servance of safety rules. The
course must be compieted in
under seven minutes to avoid 10s-
ing poinis.

The operator who gualifies for
the right to advance 1o the national
finals in October will have a shot at
winning the $1,000 first prize
offered in that competition. It won't
be easy, however. RTD's repre-
sentative will be competing
against more than 80 of the best
bus operators in the nation.

Pass, ticket sales increase
... and so does security

As a result of the growing crime
problem in the greater Los Ange-
les area, criminal activity on buses
is not the District’s only concern,
Due to the increasing amounts of
money handled at RTD ticket of-
fices, those offices have become
prime targets for robberies and
burglaries.

To combat this threat, the Dis-
trict's Board of Directors recently
approved the expenditure of near-
ly $190,000 to provide security im-
provements at the ticket office fa-
cilities.

According te Director of Market-
ing and Communications Anthony
Fortuno, the sale of passes and
tickets by District ticket clerks in
Fiscal Year 1882 is projected at
more than $15 million.

"Because of the increase in
monies for which ticket clerks are
responsible, we believe that im-
mediate measures need (o be
taken to improve security and
safety at the ticket offices for the
protection of employees, monies,
pass stock and facilities,” explaing

Fortuno.

in the wake of four criminal inci-
dents that have occurred at ticket
offices in recent years, including
two armed robberies at the Holly-
wood ticket office in 1977, a num-
ber of security and safety im-
provements have been made al-
ready. These include installation
of special safes, remote conirol
front door locking systems, afarm
buttons, peep holes in rear doors
and securing of clerk windows to
prevent lifting them from the out-
side,

The proposed improvemenis
would provide further protection
and security by installing bullet-
resistive walls and teller's win-
dows, in addition to metal-rein-
forced counters at the 10 ticket of-
fices.

The offices are located at the
Arco Plaza, the RTD/Greyhound
Bus Station, the El Monte Station,
RTD Headquarters, in South Cen-
tral LA, Van Nuys, the Wilshire
District, Long Beach, the South
Bay and Hollywood.

Toastmasters announce winners

RTD Toastmasters Club 1063
has announced the winners of its
first annual speech contest, held
the week of May 18-22 at District
headgquaters.

Open to all District employees,
speakers were judged by District
officials in six ditterent speech cat-
egories.

Charles McCullough, a part-
time transit undercover police offi-
cer, wen the overall award as best
speaker in addition to winning the
Fersuasive Speech category. Divi-

AN

“Please Harry, not in public!”

VA
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sion 1 operator Robert Perone
won the public transportation cat-
egory.

Other winners were Bill Reason
of the Marketing and Communica-
tions Department and a member
of Club 1063, who took top honors
in oral reading and How To
speech category. Art Issoglio of
the Schedules Department and
another Club 1063 member was
awarded top prze in the Entertain-
ing Speech category, while Paul
Corona of the District's Customer
Relations Departiment won the Hu-
morous Speech award.

In other news, the club an-
nounced a new slate of officers to
serve from July 1 tc December 31
of this year. Outgoing club presi-
dent Bob Sechler, who has been
appecinted Toastmaster Area 8
Governor, said the new officers
will be Don Cornish, president;
Joe Cooper, administrative vice-
president; Susan Phifer, ecuca-
tional vice-president; Louie
Maspero, secretary: Jeff Christian-
sen, treasurer, and Bill Kreski,
sergeant-at-arms.

Open to all District employees
and retlirees, the club meets each
Wenesday at noon for one hour in
the third floor training room at Dis-
trict headquarters
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Old 6500 heads for the pasture

Retirement parties come and re-
lirement parties go, but there was
a rather unusual retirement party
held at Division 1 in downtown Los
Angeles last month. Oh, there
were the usual strawberry and
whipped cream cakes. And there
were the usual nostalgic com-
ments made by District dignitaries
and the retiree’s supervisors. And
there were lots of photos taken.

But, there the similarities ended.
The party was held in the bus yard
in front of the division's new trans-
portation building, not to accom-
modate the large crowd, but to ac-
commodate the retiree — a bus.

Los Angeles City Mayor Tom
Bradley, officials from the Genera!
Motors Corporation, RTD Board
Vice-President Ruth Richter, Act-
ing General Manager Richard
Powers and a host of other District
officials, employees and the like
had gathered to bid farewell to the
oldest bus in the fleet — Number
6500, which also happens to be
the first diesel bus used in L.A,

In reality, the ceremony had a
two-fold purpose. n additon to
honoring 6500 for its more than 30
years in harness, the event also
marked the completion of the
940-bus order the District placed
with General Motors.

The contrasts between the two
pieces of equipment did not go
unnoticed,

Bus number 8139, which was
the 940th BT3-11-04 bus received
from GMC's Truck and Coach Di-
vision in Pontiac, Michigan, ap-
peared brash and shiny, full of en-
ergy with its bright new color
scheme, distinctive new logo and
tinted windows.,

Bus 9139's arrival marks the
completion of the latest phase of
the District’s fleet rejuvenation
program and takes the RTD's fleet
from being one of the oldest in the
nation, with an average vehicle
age of 13 years, to one of the
newest, with an average vehicle
age of only six years.

And then there was the guest of
honor, old 6500, looking a little
worn and tired as it sat in the yard
next to the new bus, its yellow and
champagne color scheme looking
faded and dull, its chrome iacking
the brilliance it once had.

But, bus 6500 has a history be-
hind it that will probably never be
equaled by any transit vehicle In
this city.

Joe Lyle, a planner with the Dis-
trict whao once drove bus 8500 as
an gperator, guesstimates that the
bus has provided transportation to
more than tive million people in its
day. Maintenance records indi-
cate the vehicle has traveled more
than 1.3 million miles and gone
through five engines along the
way.

A model GMCTDH-4510, bus
6500 came to Los Angeles in
1950, purchased for $10,600 by
the Pacific Electric Company, per-
haps the District’s most famous
predecessor. In 1948, GM bhad
built some 500 of the TDH-4510
buses for a transit agency in
Brooklyn. Bus 6500, which had
begen a demonstrator, was left
over.

At the time, Pacific Electric was
phasing out its Red Car lines and
wanted to compare the new
diesel-powered mode! of motor
coach — as they were known then
— with local gasoline powered
coacnes, GM sent Pk bus 6500 for
the test. Diesel proved superior,
both in fuel consumption as well
as in maintenance.

=

PE oought 8500, renumbered it
2700 and ordered 124 more from
GM the following year at almost
double the price. The old bus be-
came a part of the Metropolitan
Transit Authority when that agency
was established in 1958. It was
renumbered 6500 when it was
called up from RTD's mothball
fleet in 1974 to provide transpor-

ADIEU — Howard Johnson, who used to
work with 6500, was one of many longlime
friends attending the retirement party.

& g

tation during that year's gasoline
Crisis,

Bus 8500 was the state of the arl
in bus design and technology
when it was built. It was 35 feet
long, 9'= feet high and, at 8'% feet
wide, was one of the broadest
buses on the road. It originally had
seating for 39, which was expand-
ed to 43 in 1961, and sported
unigue side-window design. The
engine was a 671 GM Diesel with
a V-Drive Hydrolic Transmission
and conventional leaf-spring sus-
pension.

One of the distinguished visitors
at the retirement party was opera-
tor Howard Johnson, who has
been driving buses in Los Angeles
for 34 years. He was one of 6500's
first operators, working a daily run
out of the old Division 4 at Pico
and Georgia, which today is the
site of the Los Angeles Convention
Center. -

The highlight of the presentation
was the delivery of a singing tele-
gram along with a poem, which
was penned by a trio in the Mar-
keting Department — Isabelle
Puskas, JoAnn Grant and Kath-
leen McCoy. It went like this:

“]l once was a new RTD bus, that
toiled from dawn until dusk. For
30-odd years, | shifled my gears,
carrying millicns of folks without
fuss. | chugged from El Monte to

South Bay, and held on for this bi-
centennial to say, my farewell is
sad, but it's not all that bad . . . Ill
leave my chores to the Wilshire
Subway!” '

Then everyone's attention re-
turned to the present and 1o bus
9139, which is 40 feet long, seats
43 passengers with accommoda-
tions for two wheelchair bound
patrons, is constructed of a stain-
iess steel frame covered by acryl-
ic reinforced fiber glass, sports
electronic headsigns, independ-
ent front suspension, hall-inch
thick acrylic windows, air condi-
tioning and has vandal-resistant
seating

Bus 9139 is the last bus deliv-
ered as part of the largest bus
order ever placed by a single
transit agency in public transit his-
tory in this country. Produced at a
rate of six per day on GM’s assem-
bly lines, the first bus arrived at Di-
vigion 4, RTD’s make-ready facility
in Downey, last November 17. The
940th bus, Number 9139, rolled
off the production line on May 9

At a cost of $141,000 per ous,
the total package with spare parts
came o $146,000,000. The feder-
al government paid 80 per cent
and the 20 per cent required local
funding was obtained through the
unigue selling of Equipment Trust
Ceriificates.

They're breaking up that old gang of mine . . .

Thay had worked long and hard together. In slightly more than one year they had received, processed and senl info rev-
gon =2rvice 1,170 niew buses — 230 Grumman Flxible 870s and 940 General Motors RTS-11-D4s. Under the supervision
of Max Muartingz, some 30 mechanics had labored at Division 4 in Downey, a special {acility acouired by he District for the
sxprass purposs of receiving and inspecting new equipment. Now, all the new buses are in and the most of the crew wili go
to lobz elzewhore arcund the District. 8ul, before they split up, General Supernntendent ol Equipment and Maintenance
Rich Davis ihirew a liltle party o thank the crew for a job well done. They all got together for a pholo in tront of bus number
H200, which was the prololype — fhe first bus buill — for the 940-bus arder. As for lhe future of Division 4, the aulo mainte-
nance department has set up shiop thase. Frems repair is moving lhere from South Park and the program {o relrolit the fieet
with miectronic headsinns will ba complated there. And somewhere down the road, if the need dictates, Division 4 may
evin become a {ull-lledged operating tacility.
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Who says you can't get a lot
tor your money these days? Lis-
ten to what you can get for only
$3.50.

Hamburgers, hot dogs, tacos
and all the things that make a
picnic lunch enjoyable, and you
can have your picnic amidst 40
acres of grass and shade trees.
You'll enjoy a huge swimming
pool with its own wave-making
machine, fishing in a lake
stocked with trout or be able to
play on a variety of rides or test
your skill at game booths to rival
any carnival. Furthermore, your
$3.50 entitles you to unlimited
soft drinks, sno-cones, pretzels,
ice cream and a variety of
prizes awarded to winners in a
whole assortment of contests.
Not to menticn dancing.

And, if afl that wasn't enough,
if you are between the ages of
five and ten, you can get all of
the above and more for only
$2.50. And, hang onto your
hats, i you are under five, you
get it for nothing!

Those in the know realize by
now that only cne deal a year is
as sweet as this . . . the Annual
RTD Employee Picnic.

Picnic 1981 will be held at last
year's venue, beautiful Silver
Lakes Park in Norco, amidst the
verdant farmlands of Riverside
County. The big day is Sunday,
gugusl 16, from 10:30 a.m. uniil

No tickets to the daylong
event will be available at the
park. All tickets must be pur-
chased in advance through the
Recreation Department on the
sixth floor of District headquar-
ters. Deadline for purchasing
Eilgkets is Wednesday, August

The picnic is intended solely

7

COOL POOL — Waiting for the waves in the Silver Lakes pool.

for the benefit and enjoyment of
RTD employees, retirees and
their immediate family mem-
bers. Single employees are in-
vited to bring one guest. The
reason for this, according to
Employee Activities Coordinator
Diane Delaney, is that the Dis-
trict's Recreation Department
heavily underwrites the esti-
mated $30,000 cost of the pic-
nic.

“The Employee Picnic is our
big recreation event of the year
and a lot of the revenue we re-
ceive from pool tables, electric
games and the like from
throughout the District goes to-
ward covering the cost of the
picnic,” explains Delaney.

Here's a rundown of some of
the events and activities that will

be taking place at this year's
picnic:

10:30 am, — Employee’s
begin arriving at Silver Lakes
Park. Buses from all the divi-
sions will be available to take
people to the park. Hopefully
everyone will remember to bring

their swimming suits and
towels,
11 a.m. — The fun begins.

Unlimited soft drinks, sno-
cones, popcorn, pretzels, ice-
cold beer to anyone over 21 at
40 cents a cup, balloon art
clowns, giant moon bounce,
children’s rides, ponies, lawn
dart tournament, volleyball tcur-
nament, softball and lawn bowl-
ing. It's okay to just lay in the
sun and relax, too.

11 am. tc2pm — Lunchis

Pick up a pack of plCﬂIC tickets for peanuts

served. Hamburgers, hot dogs,
tacos, lots of food for everyone.

1:15 p.m. — lce cream is
served. Horseshoe tourmament
beqgins.

1:45 p.m. — Candy scramble
for afl the kids, novelty games
and contests. The highlight of
the day for all ages.

3:30 p.m. — Super deluxe
bingo package for everyone 16
years of age and older. Come
and win a super prize. There'll
be special entertainment for the
kids during this time.

And remember, ali of this is
available for the one low price of
$3.50 aduits, $2.50 children (5
to 10) and kids under five free. If
you don't know where Norco is,
don't worty about it. There’'s a
map accompanying the tickets.

District takes concert lovers for a ride

Concert lovers, both classical
and rock, will be able to ride RTD
buses to performances by their fa-
vorite artists at the Greek Theater
or Hollywood Bowl again this sea-
son.

The District’'s Board of Directors
voted 1o renew Park/Ride service
to both Los Angeles cultural land-
marks.

Service to the Bowl is provided
under a three-party agreement
among the District, the County of
Los Angeles and the Los Angeles
Philharmonic  Association. The
‘Greek Theater Park/Ride service is
funded through a similar arrange-

Pass out

This summer marks the tourth consecu-
tive year that the District has offered its
three-month Summer Fun Pass for youlhs
18 and under and 1o celebrale the occa-
sion RTD and radie station KRQQ in
Pasadena Co-sponsored & Summer Fun
Day Celebralion. Held in the radio station’s
parking lol, the event attracted hundreds of
young people and feaiured radio and rock
personallues live performances and re-
freshments. Free Summer Fun bus
passes, lickeis o several theme parks and
other gifts were given away. The special
discounl pass provides unlimited riding
aboard all District lines during July. August
and September for only $30. Proof of age
and a small photo is required for the pass.
puring the pastthree summers, thousands
ol teenagers have purchased \he pass as
an economical means ol transportalion 1o
summer jobs and to travel to beaches.

ment among the District, City of
Los Angeles and the theater man-
agement company which oper-
ates the -Greek.

Initiated in 1974, the Hollywood
Bowl Park/Ride service has proven
to be one of the most successful
programs of its type in the nation.

“The response has far ex-
ceeded the highest expectations
of the Dlstnct and the L.A. Philhar-
monic,” reports project Manager
Lenwood Howell. "During the
1980 season, about 17 per cent of
the total bowl attendees used the
service. That's about 175,000
peopie.”

As approved by the Board, the
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program will provide service to the
Bowl from 12 established parking
locations throughout the county
for 54 performances from July
through September. The cost will
be $1 each way.

Service to the Greek, now enter-
ing its second year, will operate
from up to six Park/Ride lots
throughout the city, operating as
many as 12 trips to and from the
Greek for some 110 performances
from May through October. The
cost is $1 each way, also.

“Although not as well patronized
as the Hollywood Bowl service,
growing ridership during the inau-

gural year indicates the poiential
of future success,” says Howell,

He points cut that the service
has not only been effective in
increasing public transportation
ridership to events at these thea-
ters, which conserves energy and
eases traffic congestion in the vi-
cinity on concert nights, but it can
be shown that the service is by far
the most successful in the country
in terms of per cent of the audi-
ence using public transportatron
to reach the event.

"Besides, the service has con-
tributed to an increased aware-
ness of District services, in gener-
al," Howell adds.

o —
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Moving Up

Leilia M. Bailey, from division
transportation manager {3208} o
transportation Superintendent.
George E.- Barrett, from stock
clerk to shipping clerk.

Charles Beatty, from senior
schedule maker to schedule plan-
ner.

Michael B. Bottone, from equip.
specialist to act. supvg. equip. in-
structor.

Wanda G. Bradshaw, from secre-
tary (o senior secretary.

Bobby H. Brice, from mechanic C
to mechanic B.

Salvatore Calorino, from sched-
ule maker to senior sched. maker.
Herman Childers, from mechanic
8 to mechanic A.

Deward M. Childs, from mechan-
ic C to mechanic B.

Al Contarino, from asst. schedule
maker to actg. schedule maker.
Brenda L. Diederichs, from per-
sonnel analyst to employment su-
pervisor.

Boyd Emerick, from supv. sta. &
agencies to actg. mgr. prepaid

operations.

Joe Englert, from schedule maker
1o temp. sr. sched. maker

Ethel M. Fields, from opr/exira
supvr. V.O. to Supervisor of V.O.
Clair D. Ford, from accnts paya-
ble clerk to supervisor A/C paya-
ble clerk.

Haim Geffen, from management
assistant to acting management
analyst.

Fidel Gonzalez, from mechanic C
tc mechanic B.

Julio Gonzalez-Arias, from me-
chanic C to mechanic 8.

John Griffin, from mechanic C to
mechanic B.

Daniel J. Hobdy, from opr/ex. divi-
sion dispatcher to division dis-
patcher,

Barbara Hoccom, from tynist
clerk to general clerk [l

Frank R. lloff, from accounts clerk
lo acnts. payable clerk.

Karen ImHof, from general clerk I}
to administrative assistant.
Patricia Loftus, from Kardex
check to ERS-relief.

John L. Miller, from operator to
opr/ex. Instr. vehicle operations.

Without a hitch

The massive June 21 Service Changes were implemented smoothly last month with a minimum of confu-
sion, duz in large part to extra effort on the pan of dozens of District employees. For example, RTD Traffic
Loaders, like Encarnac Santos (left) worked at some of the busiest and hottest bus stops in the downtown
and Hollywood areas affected by the service changes, passing oul informaticn packets and answering
qgueslions. In all, 11 loaders were used to disiribute more than 31,000 information packets in the three week
perigd preceding June 21. In Customer Relations, in addition to the normal flood of requests for timetables
and brochures, thousands of addilional requests were received for nev/ routes and timetablas. Above, Ruth
Rogers (seated) and Marilyn Igna compile materials to be mailed 1o patrons. The service improvements,
the most ambitious altering of routes in District history, came off with a minimum of confusion, according to
District officials.

Shirley J. Mitchell, from accounts
clerk to spv A/C payable clk.
Antonio C. Ojeda, from mechanic
B to mechanic A.

James Pak, from storekeeper to
rel. eq. rec. spec.

Donald R. Pierce, from acting
manager OP oprn. and Tec. Sup.
to Mgr. DP oprn. & tec. sup.
Deborah Pitchford, from actg.
inst. tel. clk. to ingt. of tele. info.
Oscar Rogriguez, from stock
shop clerk to storekeeper.

Roger A. Rudder, from accounts
clerk to acnts. payable clerk.
Frank E. Schroder, from assistant
planner to schedule planner.
George Schwent, from stock
shop clerk {0 storekeeper.
Gregory Searcy, from accounts
clerk to spv A/C payable clk.
James Smart, from news bureau
represeniative to news bureau
manager.

Luchus Smith, irom eq. maint.
supvr. | to eq. maint. supvr. Il
Scott Smith, from prepaid sales
distr. supervisor tc mktg. sales
rep. (lemporary).

Kathi A. Stevens, from secretary
to personnel technician.

Alvin Taylor, from assistant divi-
sion transportation manager
{3205) to division transportation
manager (3208).

Paul Thompson, from opt/exira

Director Mike Lewis {left) presented commemorative plagues and offered congratula-

instructor of vehicle operations to
instructor of vehicle operations,

Shifting Gears

John Deim, an operator at Divi-
sion 8, has retired after 15 years
with the District.

Jerome Joseph Kentz, a Su-
pervisor of Vehicle Operations,
has retired after 30 years of serv-
ice.

In Memoriam

Leslie F. Douglas, a Supervisor
of Vehicle Operations, passed
away May 11. Mr. Douglas joined
the company in January, 1955.

Carl W. Garner, an operator at
Division 1, passed away April 30.
Mir. Garner joined the District in
January, 1981.

Johnnie Guy, former mechanic
first class at South Park, passed
away May 24. Mr. Guy joined the
company in December, 1943, and
retired after 25 years of service in
August, 1969,

William Watson, a former con-
ductor working out of what is now
Division 5, passed away April 11,
Mr. Watson joined the company in
January, 1924, and retired after 28
years of service in April, 1852,

District ad
wins award

Occasionally, RTD adver-
tises itself on District buses.
And, occasionally, those ads
win awards.

Such was the case with an
ad run last year on the exteri-
or of buses, captioned “The
gas is on us when you ride
the bus.” The advertisement,
handled by Gumpertz/Bent-
ley/Fried, won a Best in the
West award in the Transit Di-
vision — Exterior Graphics at
a recent American Advertis-

tions to last month's retirees, noting as he did that most of the employees being honored
had begun their careers in public transportation before he had been born. Honored were
(from left) Division 15 pperator Marie Grace Thompson {with husband Bivin), 30 vears; Di-
vision 9 Mechanic A leadman Harry W. Atkinson, 29 years; Supervisor of Vehicle Opera-
tions Harold F. Buchen {with wife irene), 27 years; Division 18 operalor William J. Gallo-
way, 21 years; and Southpark Mechanic A leadman James F. Homar {with wife Rose).

Retiree
recognition

ing Federation competition.

The same ad also captured
first place in the National
ANDY competition.




Headway

Page 7

In the years since the Board of
Directors began honoring Employ-
ges of the Manth, a great many
District employees have earmed
this specia! recognition and a
greal many more are deserving of
il.

Three more names were added
to the list last month.

They are Information Operator
Sandra Sanders maintenance
employee David Maxwell and Op-
erator Wiley S. Bryant.

During the time Sanders has
been with the District, she has
earned an excellent reputation.
Her attendance record, her effi-
ciency in handiing many calls, the
accuracy of her information and
her patient, courtecus manner
have earned her considerable
praise from her supervisors and
the customers she serves,

David Maxwell began his career
in May 1952, as a janitor and for
the past nine years has served as
a mopper-waxer. His loyalty and
conscientiousness are exceeded

Paul D. McWaters, Line 122:
(The following are excerpts from
three letters dealing with the same
incident}. | would like to commend
your fine drivers and Transit Police
force. Twice in recent weeks |
have had the occasion to witness
their performance above and be-
yond my expectations. Operator
McWalters was responsible for the
eventual apprehension of some-
one who atlempted to relieve me
of my wallet. The driver acted
promptly in attempting to appre-
hend the suspect. An off-duty po-
lice officer noticed the commation
and caught the pickpocket. In an-
other instance, your driver noticed
that there was a disagreement
after | asked someone to putout a
cigarette. When we got to town
your secunty men were waiting for
us. In both instances, the reaction
of your employess was prompt
and efficient,

| was already on the bus when
we arrived at 7th street and my
friends were boarding. There was
a pickpocket at work and he took
my friend’s wallet from her purse.
When she yelled “pickpocket” the
driver went off of the bus like a
shot out of a cannon and chased
the suspect up the street and
across Hill Street, where the sus-
pect was caught. This letter is
.being written to commend that

only by his spotless record and
the professional manner in which
he discharges his duties. During
his more than 29 years on the job,
David has missed a total of 86
hours and 22 minutes of time off
from work. That equates to less
than 11 missed working days in all
that time. Since November 28
1975, David has not missed one
minute of work for reasons of ill-
ness, tardiness or personal rime
off. In the words David's supervi-
sor, Harold Keliey, David is an out-
standing example, not just for
General Services employees, but
for each and every employes in
the District.

In the 35 years that Division 8
operator Wiley S. Bryant has
worked for the District and its
predecessors, he has built an im-
pressive service record. He has
not had a missout since 1969 and
noc avoidable accidents since
1972, In addition, he has received
the maximum of 90 merits on his
record. His personnel folder is

thick with commendations from
the District and his passengers.

Wiley and his wife, Dale, have
raised three children and now
enjoy ihe company of their two
grandchildran.

He enjoys talking with his co-
workers, which is why he always

TD honors trio as Employees of the Month

shows up an hour early for his
work assignment, which is why he
is never late. Wiley is presentily the
number six man on the District's
operator seniorily roster and says
he plans to work four more years
before retiring with an even 40
years of service.

SALUTE — Participants in ihe Employees of the Month ceremony at District headguarters
included (from ieft} Director Jay Price, Division @ Manager .John Adams, operator Wiley S.
Bryant, General Servicas Manager Anita Allen, mopper-waxer David Maxwell, information
operator Sandra Sanders, Manager of Customer Relations Beob Williams, operator Albert
Gomez and Division 5 Manager Ben Lynum. Gomez was receiving a previous month's

award.

driver for the fast action he took
with regard 1o one of his passen-
gers. My friend has her wallel
back and the suspect was caught
— because of operator McWaters.

Yesterday one of the passen-
gers had her wallet picked from
her pocket book and the bus driv-
er went after the suspect. It it
hadn't been for him, the pickpock-
et would not have been caught. |
just hope that if this ever happens
o me, someone like him will be
there.

Ruben C. Perez, Division 1:
We were on business in your fair
town and, after walching the
Dodgers fall to the S.F. Giants, we
faced the problem of getling back
to our hotel in a strange town.
Cabs were not be had at the
ballpark, so we took a bus. Your
driver was very helpful in driving
us to a place downtown and then
giving us very good directions for
the five block walk to our hotel. He
turned a bewildering situation into
a pleasant experience.

M.J. Barrera, 5r., Line 423: |
was on my way 10 work and when |
reached my transfer point | saw
that the bus | hoped to calch was
waiting for the signal. | don't gen-
erally run for buses (I'm 68) but
this time it seemed possible to
make it if (and that was a big “if")
the driver saw me running and

driver.”

Hi-yo RTD, awwaaaayy!

Who was that man?

somewhere in RTD's sprawling system there is an operator
who, In the spirit of the Lone Ranger, deserves some kind of
“Who was that masked man?" award

Daisey Rodriguez of Bell Gardens recently wrote the District
and said, "l would like to bring to your attention an occurance
on May 25. | was driving on North Highland Avenue when the
electrical system in my car caught on fire. | immediately ran lo
call the fire department, but when | came back out to where my
car was | found that the flames had been put out by an RTD

Daisey continues, “He left so quickly | was unable to thank
him and failed 10 take down his line number. It was approxi-
mately 6 p.m. near 2010 N. Highland Ave. | would appreciate
very much if this individual could be contacted and thanked. It
gave me a very special feeling to know there was someone
there who cared and took the time 1o help. There are not too
many people like that around.”

was willing to let me on even
though he was already away from
the stop. So, | ran. The driver
opened the door just as | reached
it and, with a smile said, "I'll et
you didn't think I'd wait for you.” |
thanked him, bul wanted {o do a
litle more so | am writing this let-
ter.

Arturo Cardone and Ms. S.J.
Roessner, Line 81: Not only are
they extremely skillful, competent
and safe drivers, maintaining their
time schedules with surprising ac-
curacy, but also they are very
courteous, potlite, hetpful and
agreeable to every one of the pas-
sengers. They handle those who
would be a problem with just the
right blend of courtesy and author-
ity. I am a senior professional man
who started (o take the bus only
two months ago, although | have
lived in this city since 1942. The
fact that Shirley drove the first bus
| ever 1ook in this town definitely
had something to do with my deci-
sion to leave my car at home and
take yours to my office,

Jeffery J. Carter, Line 83: | got
on at Vermont and Wilshire ang
the bus was so crowded that | hag
to stand all the way to Westwood.
But, operator Jeffery was so enter-
taining with his jokes, and calling
out the names of the streets that |
completely forgot the inconven-
ience.

Albert E. Troy, Line 83: He was
the most courteous and, as we
rode along Wilshire, he called out
nearly ever street, including the
street numbers. | can honestly
say, even though the bus was very
crowded, t thoroughly enjoyed the

[ e

Best bargain in town!

home telephone numbers only.)

St. Bernard puppies in need of a good home? A 1965 Chevrolet being
replaced by a newer model? A four-poster bed tucked away in the
garage? Whatever you want to sell, trade or give away, let fellow RTD
employees have the first chance and advertise it in Headway at no
cost. Just fill out the coupon below and return it to Headway, RTD, 6th
Floor, 425 So. Main St., Los Angeles, CA 90013. (Please include

ride.

John Younkin, Division 3: |
want o thank your operator for his
honesty. Not until after | had got-
ten off the bus did | realize that |
lefi my purse on his coach. | was
so upset. My nephew was able to
take me to the barn on Idell and
Cypress (Division 3) and the purse
with all its contents — money,
credit cards, elc. — was returned
with absolutely nothing missing.
You should be proud to have such
an honest and trustworthy employ-
ee.

t )

Employees and retirees of RTD may use
this column free of charge. Ads will be limii-
ed to one per person each month and will
not be held over tor repest. Ads should be
submitted elther typed or printed belore the
14th of each manth for inclugion in the fol-
towing month's issue. Include your name,
work location, extension and home tele-
phone number.

Distzict policy prohibits ads fer comemer-
clal ventures and such will not be published
or returned, Send ads to Headway, L.ocation
32 1 you use company mall, or Headway E«l-
tor, 425 South Main Street, Los Angeles, CA
90013 via U.S. Postal Service.

e For sale, universal towbar, $85.
Call anytime, (714) 852-2660.

® For rent, motorhomes, both
large and small. For details call
Monday through Saturday, {213)
893-4455.

® Fortable radio for sale with AM,
FM stereo Cassette recorder and
player. Made by Sanyo, originally
cost $170. Will sacrifice for $45.
Call (213) 382-4049.

Name: _
Work location:

Description of item:

Price:
Area code:

Telephone no.:

e e e e e e e e o s e e i i e e i i

Hours to call: =
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Metro Rail Project faces uphill funding battle

Based on all the current indica-
tors, 1t seems that the RTD’s Metro
Raii Project is facing an uphill
climb in its quest for continued
federai support in the wake of the
Reagan administration's budget
cuts in the transportation field,

And the timing of those cuts
couldn't be worse.

Los Angeles, the largest city in
the world without a rail rapid trans-
it system, is bursting at the seams
tor such a system. Never before in
the city's 200-year history has so
much local support materialized
as that which the District is enjoy-
ing for its 18-mile Wilshire Corridor
project, currently in the prelimi-
nary engineering stage.

Local newspapers, television
stations and elected officials have
all come out in favor of the project.

A recent editorial in the Los An-
geles Times calied for continued
funding of the SCRTD Metro Rail
Project. Specifically, the Times
urged the Urban Mass Transpor-
tation Administration (UMTA), the
funding arm of the Department of
Transporiation, to grant a second-
year allocation of $12 million to
allow the District to continue its
preliminary engmneering effort.

The Times said: "The longer-
range threat to the Wilshire sub-
way rests on a capricious decision
that only new rail systems already
under construction will continue to
get federal help. Such priorities
should be based on need, and the
case for the Wilshire Subway is
persuasive.”

The Times was not alone. Major
locai television stations and other
orint media have spoken out in re-
cent weeks for continued futiding
of the RTD's preliminary engineer-
ing effort. One editorial noted that
when completed, the District's
work product could be placed on
the shelt it construction monies
were not immediately available.

In addition, the area’s elected
officials, the Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors, the Mayor of
Los Angeles, the Los Angeles
County Transportation Commis-
sion, and the Los Angeles Cham-
ber of Commerce are all behind
the rail starter line. The Los Ange-
les City Council has adopted
unanimous resolutions in favor of
the project.

The County Board of Supervi-
sors also recently adopted un-
animous resolutions in favor of fe-
deral suppor of the District's pre-
liminary engineering effort The re-
solution noted the SCRTD has
successfully completed a Mass
Transit Alternative Analysis and
that UMTA approved a grant ap-
plication for $32 million to carry
out preliminary engineering.

The county resolution declared
that termination of P.E. "would re-
sult in the loss of already ex-
pended tax monies and delay by
years the complelion of mass
transit in Los Angeles. The county

Published monthiy for the employees
ang retireas of tha Southern California
Rapid Transit District.

Editorial input and suggestions
welcomea. Deadiing for receipt of
aditorial copy is the 14th of each month.
Send biack-and-white photegraphs on-
Iy, please. Requests for photegraphic
coverage of District evenis must be
preceded by 72 hours notice.

Mailing address: Headway, 6th Floor,
425 South Main Street, Los Angeles,
CA 90013. Telephone: 213-972-6680.

David Himmel, Editor

resolution also sawd: "The efficien-
¢y and. productivity of mass transit

. 1s essential to the continued
well-being of Los Angeles.”

The voter has spoken out 100.

In November 1980, the Los An-
geles County voters expressed
their support for fransit by casting
a 54 percent majority vote for a 2
cent sales tax for transit improve-
ments, including support of rall
rapid transit. Certification of this
proposition remains in doubt,
however, pending a state Su-
preme Court decision whether it

neering phase, which began in
June 1980, and is scheduled to be
completed in mid-1983," said
Board President Thomas Neusom.
He pointed out recently to the
House Transportation sub-
committee on Appropriations that
UMTA has approved a $32 million
grant for this purpose {o be paid
over a three year period, with the
first $12 million increment already
having been received under a
FY 1980 appropriation,

Los Angeles supporters of the
Metro Rail project were disap-
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should have been subject to two-
third voter approval.

Cemgounding the irony of the
Los Angeles current position is the
fact that resulls of the 1280 cen-
sus, while not fully published, indi-
cate that the city is now second
only to New York in population
density and 10 other areas with
less dense population counts than
Los Angeles now have rail rapid
transit systems, or are building
thern.

“The immediate geal of the RTD
is to obtain suificient funds to con-
tinue the present preliminary engi-

pointed when ihe House Appropri-
ations Committee omitted a $12
million item from the FY1981
budget and are now hoping for fa-
vorable action when House and
Senate bills go to conterence or, if
that fails, a $20 million item in the
FY1982 appropriations,

In his appearance before the
House committee, Neusom cited
the following points supporting the
Los Angeles project:

e Average residential popuia-
tion density within a one-mile band
aiong the proposed 18-mile rail
hne is 14,200 persons per square

mile. Corridor employment density

ranges from 20,650 to 27,300 per-
80Ns per square mile.

e The regional all-bus system is
recording almost 1.5 million
boardings per weekday, and
600,000 of these daily boardings
are in the 55 square mile regional
core area which the Metro Rail line
will serve.

e RTD Metro Rail line is ex-
pected to carry some 300.000
nders daily to jobs, shops and
schools, and eliminate 100,000
auto trips per day.

® Such use of the line will result
in a net savings of nearly 3 million
gaiions of gasoline annually, and
some improvement of L.A. air
quality.

® The Melro Rail line has peo-
ple carrying capacity of 24 free-
way lanes.

® Economic benefits: during
construction period would create
20,000 to 30,000 man years of em-
ployment; would aid in revitali-
zation of downtown Los Angeles,
Hollywood and North Hollywood,;
can draw aproximately $2 billion in
private investment at stations.

e At present, ridership on four
bus lines operating along the
Wilshire corridor is averaging
more than 160,000 passengers
per day. The RTD projected de-
mand in 1990 through this corridor
will be 275,000 to 300,000 riders
per day.

® The Metro Rail Line proposal
emerged from an analysis of 11 al-
ternatives that determined beyond
all daubt that it will not be practical
nar economical to handle the de-
mand with buses only,

The RTD was given only Iwo
mandates when it was established
as a public agency in 1964 by the
California State Legislature. First,
it was to operate and improve the
existing bus system. Secondly,
the District was to design, con-
struct and operate a rapid transit
systemn to meel the needs of the
peaople of Los Angeles County.

The preliminary engineering
grant awarded to the District was
to be the first installment of $45
million in anticipated costs for the
garly engineering work. In addition
to the $12 million in federal funds,
$2.9 million from the California
Transportation Commission and
$1 million from the Los Angeles
County Transportation Commis-
sion were committed for the first
year of the P.E, work.

The preliminary engineering
phase of the SCRTD Metro Rail
Project will produce drawings and
specifications for the rail system,
including its exact route, location
of stations and their design and
vehicle technology. Economic de-
velopment near the proposed sta-
tions will continue to be reviewed
in conjunction with the city's com-
mitmsnt to revitalizing the area's
neighborhooeds in a planned and
positive manner.
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