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SUMMARY 

The San Fernando Valley 1995 traffic flow maps in this report were pre

pared by the Subregional Transportation Studies Section of the City of Los. 

Angeles Department of Transportation. The renaining traffic flow maps were 

prepared, and updated, as part of the Southern California Association of Govern

ments 19n-78 Overall Work Program Task Nos. 1104.04 and 1101.02, and the 1978-

79 OVera 11 Work Program Task No. 1101.02. 

Data for the current flow maps were obtained from automatic (machine) and 

manual traffic counts made by the City of Los Angeles. Freeway traffic volumes 

were provided by Caltrans. 

Projections of future traffic for the San Fernando Valley, Western, and 

Southern areas of the City were •de by Department of Transportation staff. 

These projections were prepared using the United States Department of Transpor-
. . 

tation's Urban Transportation Planning System (UTPS) and forecasting models 
, I • 

developed by the Cf~ De~rtment of Transportation. The 1995 projections in-
' corporate adopted land use patterns and projected trip generation arising there-

from. Major assU111Pt1ons regarding land use and transportation network changes 

are noted on each map. 

The traffic flow map boundaries correspond to the 35 City Planning Areas 

shown on Plate 1. The data shown on the flow maps represent 24-hour volumes 

for a typical weekday. 

In the City of Los Angeles there were approximately 156 miles of freeways 

and 6,447 miles of surface streets 1n 1980. The surface street mileage includes 

1,033 miles of Primary Arterial highways, 388 miles of Minor Arterial highways, 

788 miles of Collector streets, and 4,238 miles of Local Streets. An annual 

City-wide vehicle miles of travel (VMT) for.freeways and surface streets of 
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17.30 billion was estimated in 1980: 9.06 billion were travelled on surface 

streets and 8.24 bi 111on on freew4l)'S. A typical weekday VMT was found to be 

approximately 52.7 million, up 8.2 percent from the 1977 estimate of 48.7 

million. 

A separate report {published in June, 1978), containing documentation and 

additional highw-, systaa data, is available fran the Special Projects Section 

of the Department of Transportation. That report contains Vehicle-miles tra

velled and traffic volune data aggregated into four subareas: West Los Angeles, 

San Fernando Valley, Central· and Southern. 

An updated 11st of the highest volume surface street intersections is also 

contained in this report. Until 1977, high-volwne intersection lists prepared 

annually by the Department contained locations with average daily traffic vol

umes of 70,000 or more vehicles. That year the list contained 21 intersection 
• 

locations, including_ 13 which carried over 80,000 vehicles per day. Since then, 
. . 

the number of locations with vollllleS over 70,000 has more than doubled. In 1980 

there were approximately 50 intersections in the City of Los Angeles with average 

daily traffic volwnes exceeding 70,000 vehicles. Thus, the 11st of high-volume 

1 ntersecti ons has been revised to 1 nc 1 ude on 1 y those w1 th vo 1 umes equa 1 to or 

exceeding 80,000 vehicles per day. 

There are 18 intersections included in the listing of 1980 high-volume 

intersections, while there were 16 in 1979. Artesia Boulevard/Figueroa Street, 

La Cienega Boulevard/tadillac Avenue, La Cienega Boulevard/Jefferson Boulevard 

and La Cienega Boulevard/Rodeo Road are four high-volume intersections added to 

the 1980 11st from the previous year. Highland Avenue/Hollywood Boulevard and 

La Brea Avenue/Rodeo Road appeared 1 n the report for 1979, but were exc 1 uded 

fran the 198> report because of slightly decreased volumes. 
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Wilshire Boulevard between the San Diego Freeway and Westwood Village con

tinues to be the most heavily traveled arterial street in the City, with daily 

traffic vol1111es as high as some freeway segments in Los Angeles. Following 

Wilshire Boulevard are Century Boulevard near Los Angeles International Airport 

and Highland Avenue between Sunset ~oulevard and the Hollywood Freeway. La 

Cienega Boulevard frcm Rodeo Road to Cadillac Avenue also carries a large amount 

of traffic each day. 

It is found that daily totals on these streets are ccmprised not only of 

high volumes of morning and evening peak Ca111Uter traffic, but also include off

peak traffic attracted to nearby entertainment, transportation and camnercial 

centers such as Westwood Village, the Los Angeles International Airport, and 

Hollywood. 

• 
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1980 HIGH-VOLUME SURFACE STREET INTERSECTIONS 

Typ1ca1 weekday Volume Cl) 

LOCATION 1st Street 2nd Street Total 

Wilshire Bl & Veteran Ave 89,000 - 19,000 108,000 

Wilshire Bl & ~ley Ave 82,000 24,000 106,000 
. 

Wi 1 sh i re B 1 & Westwood B 1 64,000 34,000 98,000 

Century Bl & Aviation Bl 75,000 22,000 97,000 

Artesia Bl & Figueroa st<2) 86,000 10,000 96,000 

La Cienega Bl & Olympic Bl 48,000 46,000 94,000 · 

Highland Ave & Sunset Bl 45,000 45,000 90,000 

Sepu 1 veda B 1 & Imper1 a 1 Hwy 55,000 35,000 90,000 

Century Bl & Airpor~ Bl . 65,000 20,000 85,000 

Highland Ave & Franklin Ave 74,000 10,000 84,000 
(north I/S) 

I • Sherman Way & Van Nuys Bl 43,000 41,000 84,000 

Lincoln Bl & Washington Bl 49,000 35,000 84,000 

Highland Ave I Franklin Ave 64,000 19,000 83,000 
(south I/S) 

La Cienega Bl & Rodeo Rd 57,000 25,000 82,000 

Shennan Way & Sepulveda Bl 47,000 35,000 82,000 

La Cienega Bl & Cadillac Ave 59,000 22,000 81,000 

Sunset Bl & La Brea Ave 47,000 34,000 81,000 

La Cienega Bl & Jefferson Bl 63,000 17,000 80,000 

NOTE: {l >voll.llleS shown here may not exactly equal those on the Flow 
Maps, since map volumes are link-by-link volumes, while these 
numbers are intersection volumes { the sum of approach volumes). 

<2>Artesia Boulevard {State Route 91) 1s designated as a freeway 
east of Vennont Avenue. The intersection with Figueroa Street 
will soon be eliminated by grade separation as part of the 
construction of the new Harbor Freeway/Artesia Freeway inter
change. 
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1980 High-Volt.Ille Surface Street Intersections 
tarranged bl communiti location} 

· Location 1st Street 2nd Street Total 

Westwood 

Wilshire 81 and Veteran Ave 89,000 19,000 108,000 

Wilshire 81 and Gayley Ave 82,000 24,000 106,000 

Wilshire 81 and Westwood Bl 64,000 34,000 98,000 

WestchesterlAir,,ort 

Century Bl and Aviation Bl 75,000 22.000 97,000 

Sepulveda Bl and Imperial Hwy 55,000 35,000 90,000 

Century Bl and Airport Bl 65,000 20,000 85,000' 

Torrance-Gardena Corridor 

Artesia 81 and Figueroa St 86,000 10,000 96,000 

West Adams 

La Cienega Bl and Olympic Bl 48,00()' 46,000 94,000 

La Cienega Bl and Rodeo Rd 57,000 25,000 82,000 

La Cienega Bl and Cadillac Ave 59,000 22,000 81,000 

La Cienega Bl and Jefferson Bl 63,000 17,000 80,000 

Hollywood 

Highland Ave and Sunset Bl 45,000 45,000 90,000 

Highland Ave and Franklin Ave 74,000 10,000 84,000 
(north 1/S) 

Highland Ave and Franklin Ave 
(south 1/S) 

64,000 19,000 83,000 

Sunset 81 and La Brea Ave 47,000 34,000 81,000 

San Fernando Vallel 

Shennan Way and Van Nuys Bl 43,000 41-,000 84,000 

Sherman Way and Sepulveda Bl 47,000 35,000 82,000 

Mari naLVeni ce 

Lincoln Bl and Washington Bl 49,000 35,000 84,000 
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