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ing description of how projects are formulated and re-
search is administered applies specifically to research
sponsored by the AASHTO.

HOW NCHRP PROGRAMS ARE FORMULATED

Research problems from the AASHTO are initiated on
an annual basis, and there are many steps (refer to Figure
1) between initiation and the time that the final reports
are published. Each fiscal year’s program must start with
the identification of critical problems by:

» The chief administrative officers of the member state
highway and transportation departments.

» The chairmen of subcommittees under AASHTO’s
Standing Committee on Administration.

¢ The chairmen of subcommittees under AASHTO's
Standing Committee on Highways.

¢ The Executive Committee of AASHTO.
+ The Federal Highway Administrator,

The many problems received from these sources each
year are first screened to determine:

« If the proposed problem is of mutual interest to all
or many of the States and whether it can be handled more
effectively under a cooperative program than by an in-
dividual member department,

¢ If the proposed problem represents an immediate
research need in the transportation field.

o If similar efforts are already under way, or if satis-
factory answers are already available. In these respects,
a search is made of the relevant literature stored in the
Board’s automated Highway Research Information Ser-
vice.

« The probability of success of completing the problem
according to its scope, estimated cost, and time for com-
pletion.
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FIGURE 1
Flow Diagram for Each Program from Initiation to Referral by AASHTO to the National Academy of Sciences
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