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African Americans in Transportation



Benjamin Banneker

 
reached national acclaim for his 

scientific work in the 1791 survey of the Federal 
Territory (now Washington, D.C.). In 1753, he built 
one of the first watches made in America, a wooden 
pocket watch. Twenty years later, Thomas Jefferson 
commissioned Banneker

 
to perform the surveying

 
& 

mapping lay out of Washington D. C. after receiving 
a recommendation from George Elliot.

1791 Benjamin Banneker-

 
Surveyor Washington DC

•A portrait of Benjamin Banneker

 on the cover of his Farmers Almanac -

 

circa 
1795 
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1935 (WPA) 
Works Progress AdministrationB
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In 1935 President Theodore Roosevelt formed the 
Works Progress Administration  which was later 
renamed the Work Projects Administration (WPA). 
This program helped provide economic relief to the all 
citizens of the United States who were suffering 
through the Great Depression. The depression, while 
imposing hardships of people of all races and ethnic 
backgrounds, struck blacks particularly hard. The WPA 
came at a time of critical need for African-Americans. 
Jobs formed by the WPA included a variety of 
construction of bridges, highways, dams, hospitals, 
along with providing training and work in the clerical, 
professional and arts endeavors. By the time the 
program ended in February 1943, it had allocated 
$11 billion dollars and employed more than 8 million 
people. 

The WPA not only hired African-Americans, its projects contributed to their well- 
being. WPA construction crews built and renovated hospitals, housing projects, 
schools, parks, playgrounds, and swimming pools in Black communities 
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1942 Alaska Highway

President Franklin Roosevelt authorized the building of the Alaska 
Highway in February 1942 with black engineers and builders. 
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1942 Alaska HighwayB
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Memorials for the veterans are scattered in spots 
throughout the

 
highway, including the Black 

Veterans Memorial Bridge, dedicated in 1993.
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1944 Los Angeles' First African American 
Motor Women

In August of 1944, and 
without much fanfare, Los 
Angeles Railway hired its 
first African-American 
motorman, a 
motormanette, 
Mrs. Arcola Philpott.
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1945 Los Angeles' First African American Motormen

Nathaniel Lewis, third 
from left, with fellow 
operators in 1958. 

Los Angeles Railway 
initially hired 10 
black motormen

 who did not show 
up due to weather 
conditions.

 
LA 

Railway then hired 
two more black 
motormen who 
completed training 
but were never 
given assignments.

African Americans in Transportation



1987-1991 First African American Women

 
Director

 Southern California Rapid Transit District (RTD)

Leilia Bailey-Leahy started her 
transportation career in July, 1971 when 
she was hired by the Southern California 
Rapid Transit District (RTD) as an 
Operator.  She worked at Division 5 (now 
known as the Arthur Winston Division) for 
a number of years.  Mrs. Bailey-Leahy 
worked her way up through the ranks to 
become the Assistant Director of 
Transportation (1986 to 1987) and then 
Director of Transportation (1987 to 1991).

African Americans in Transportation

Leilia M. Bailey-Leahy



1933-1964 Los Angeles Bus and Rail Operators

In 1964, the Southern California Rapid Transit 
District merged with the Los Angeles County 

Transportation Commission to form the 
current Metropolitan Transportation 

Authority in 1993. 
Today, bus and rail operator workforce of 
Metro employs of nearly 5,000 employees 

includes 32 percent women, 49 percent 
African-American men, and twenty-three 

percent African-American women.
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1892-1926
 

Tuskegee Airmen

African Americans in Transportation

The Tuskegee Airmen is the popular name of a group of African-American 
pilots who fought in World War II. Formally, they formed the 332nd Fighter 
Group and the 477th Bombardment Group of the United States Army Air 
Corps (United States Army Air Forces after 20 June 1941).

The Tuskegee Airmen were the first African-American military aviators in the United States 
armed forces. During World War II, African Americans in many U.S. states were still subject 
to the Jim Crow lawsThe American military was racially segregated, as was much of the 
federal government. The Tuskegee Airmen were subjected to racial discrimination, both within 
and outside the army. Despite these adversities, they trained and flew with distinction. All 
black military pilots who trained in the United States trained at Tuskegee, including five 
Haitians.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Shield_of_the_332nd_Fighter_Group.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:332d_Expeditionary_Operations_Wing_-_Emblem.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Tuskegee_Airmen_-_Circa_May_1942_to_Aug_1943.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Tuskegee_airman_poster.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:P51_Mustang_Red_Tail.jpg


1864-1922 Patent and Electrical Lighting Engineer

•

 

Drafting and his creative genius led him to invent 
a method of making carbon filaments for the 
Maxim electric incandescent lamp. 

•

 

1881, supervised the installation of the electric lights 
in New York, Philadelphia, Montreal, and London. 

•

 

Worked for Thomas Edison
•

 

Lewis Latimer was the original draftsman for 
Thomas Edison

 

(who he started working for in 
1884) and as such was the star witness in Edison's 
infringement suits. Lewis Latimer was the only 
African American member of the twenty-four 
"Edison Principles", 

•

 

Thomas Edison's engineering division of the Edison 
Company. Latimer also co-authored a book on 
electricity published in 1890 called, "Incandescent 
Electric Lighting: A Practical Description of the 
Edison System."
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1888 Black Inventor Tri Cycle & Street Car

 
Fender
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1888 Washington DC Designer-

 
Planner
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1865-1910 Inventor –Train Communications Systems
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1849 Inventor  Rail Coupler
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1875-1963 Designer of the Automatic Traffic Signals
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1892-1926 Aerospace Pilot
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1893 Black creator of the Electric Railway Trolley
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1929-1998 Engineer Designer–Airport Runway 

Defogging Methodology
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1871 Inventor-
 

Rail Safety Devices
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1872 Engineer & Inventor Rail Engine Lubricator

African Americans in Transportation



Henry Brown patented a 
"receptacle for storing and 
preserving papers on 
November 2, 1886" This was 
a fire and accident safe 
container made of forged 
metal, which could be 
sealed with a lock and key. 
It was special in that it 
kept the papers separated. 
Perhaps an early 
forerunner to the filofax? 
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1886 Henry Brown  Black Inventor –

 
Fire Proof Box

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_0ncfkp2k85Y/TUqc0YIsAkI/AAAAAAAABcs/uuIKYkfOR74/s1600/20100304-Garrett_Morgan.gif&imgrefurl=http://mammaknowbest.blogspot.com/2011/02/black-inventor-garrett-morgan.html&h=340&w=271&sz=71&tbnid=MQX-rDkl5W4S4M:&tbnh=70&tbnw=56&prev=/search%3Fq%3DHenry%2BBrown%2B%2BBlack%2BInventor%2Bpicture%26tbm%3Disch%26tbo%3Du&zoom=1&q=Henry+Brown++Black+Inventor+picture&usg=__XdfxgajkH-W4YXDRd6RW7I9Zm4E=&hl=en&sa=X&ei=MiUcUajEEeKbjAKZ1ICACg&ved=0CCQQ9QEwBQ


1849-1921 Andrew Jackson Beard 
Inventor –Rail

 
Couplers

Andrew Beard (1849-1921) In 1892, he 
patented a rotary engine. In 1897, Andrew 
Beard patented an improvement to 
railroad car couplers commonly called the 
Jenny Coupler

 
(not to be mistaken for the 

Janney
 

coupler). It did the dangerous job 
of hooking railroad cars together,. Andrew 
Beard received $50,000 for the patent 
rights to his Jenny coupler.
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http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.aaregistry.org/aareg_files/event_images/Andrew_Jackson_Beard.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.aaregistry.org/historic_events/view/andrew-j-beard-was-great-inventor&h=87&w=74&sz=2&tbnid=RIgGgukUQPLq7M:&tbnh=80&tbnw=68&prev=/search%3Fq%3DAndrew%2BBeard%2BBlack%2BInventor%2Bpicture%26tbm%3Disch%26tbo%3Du&zoom=1&q=Andrew+Beard+Black+Inventor+picture&usg=__poMznGaREn6a4umjuJP5XMEJUIE=&hl=en&sa=X&ei=riQcUZ77AYvPiwKBsYG4DA&ved=0CBwQ9QEwAQ


1896 Charles Brooks  Black Inventor -

 
Paper Punch

Charles Brooks -

 
Street Sweeper 

Truck Charles Brooks of Newark, 
New Jersey invented 
improvements to street sweeper 
trucks that he patented on 
March 17, 1896. Charles Brooks 
also patented an early paper 
punch, also called a ticket 
punch. It was a ticket punch

 
that 

had a built-in receptacle on one 
of the jars to collect the round 
pieces of waste paper and 
prevent littering.
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http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://kareemabduljabbar.com/blog/images/latimer.jpg&imgrefurl=http://kareemabduljabbar.com/blog/2008/02/the_real_history_of_the_light.html&h=345&w=250&sz=38&tbnid=iPInQY7iejFaYM:&tbnh=65&tbnw=47&prev=/search%3Fq%3DCharles%2BBrooks%2B%2BBlack%2BInventor%2Bpicture%26tbm%3Disch%26tbo%3Du&zoom=1&q=Charles+Brooks++Black+Inventor+picture&usg=__HKCSt1z3mqJyd9nKjLFmc8poaAE=&hl=en&sa=X&ei=FiQcUZ6vH-rhiwLi6YDgCg&ved=0CBwQ9QEwAQ
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Black Astronauts



Black Astronauts
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Black Astronauts



In 1958 Chappelle

 
joined the Research 

Institute in Baltimore, a division of the 
Martin Marietta Corporation which was 
famous for designing airplanes and 
spacecraft. 

1958 Aerospace Engineer Designer Emmett W. Chappelle
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While designing instruments for the 
Mars Viking spacecraft,. He also 
showed how satellites can monitor 
luminescence levels to monitor 
crops (growth rates, water 
conditions and harvest timing).

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.invent.org/images/images_hof/induction/lores/ChappelleLo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.invent.org/hall_of_fame/1_1_6_detail.asp?vinventorid%3D323&h=149&w=118&sz=17&tbnid=9ZmtPI-lkbRHtM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=71&prev=/search%3Fq%3Demmett%2Bw.%2Bchappelle%2Binventions%26tbm%3Disch%26tbo%3Du&zoom=1&q=emmett+w.+chappelle+inventions&usg=__Q4ZG7fn9wdXLGkB5tSbafbCZHaM=&hl=en&sa=X&ei=wnAIUaHnFoXxigL12YHADA&ved=0CCUQ9QEwAw
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://0.tqn.com/d/inventors/1/0/4/J/chappelle.jpg&imgrefurl=http://inventors.about.com/library/inventors/blchappelle.htm&h=180&w=146&sz=3&tbnid=xt6B8_pC7JBQ_M:&tbnh=89&tbnw=72&prev=/search%3Fq%3Demmett%2Bw.%2Bchappelle%2Binventions%26tbm%3Disch%26tbo%3Du&zoom=1&q=emmett+w.+chappelle+inventions&usg=__HIXdzAkp3xM70eHAksvYGxNYLgk=&hl=en&sa=X&ei=wnAIUaHnFoXxigL12YHADA&ved=0CCMQ9QEwAg
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Molaire, holder of 58 American patents and 120 foreign patents.

 
Originally from Haiti, Michel Molaire was a research associate 
at the Office Imaging Research and Development Group of 
Eastman Kodak now a Principal for MOLAIRE 
CONSULTING LLC. Michel Molaire received his B.S. degree 
in chemistry, M.S. degree in chemical engineering, and M.B.A. 
degree from the University of Rochester. He has been with 
Kodak since 1974.  After receiving more than 20 patents, 
Molaire was inducted into Eastman Kodak’s Distinguished 
Inventor’s Gallery in 1994. Senior Research Associate Chemist 
Senior materials, formulation and coating scientist. You can 
thank him for some of your most treasured Kodak Moments.

Dr. Michel Molaire

Inventor & Technology

•INVENTED AND DEVELOPED AN ELECTROGRAPHIC IMAGING PROCESS AND MATERIALS 
USEFUL FOR COLOR FILTER ARRAY FABRICATION AND XEROGRAPHIC MASTER 
APPLICATIONS. 
•DEVELOPED AND STUDIED HIGH-TEMPERATURE RESISTANT PHOTOPOLYMERIZABLE 
COMPOSITIONS USEFUL FOR MACRORESIST, ABRASION RESISTANT COATINGS, PRINTED 
CIRCUIT BOARD AND AUTOMATED TAPE BONDING APPLICATIONS

http://www.blackmoney.com/48641


Sensor for High Speed Rail

African Americans in Transportation

Ken Coleman, Chairman, 
Accelyris, MIPS 
Technologies

Ken Coleman, Chairman,
Accelyris, MIPS Technologies

SAN JOSE --

 

Biometric

 

sensors for high speed rail, 
bringing the sense of smell to gaming devices, new 
medicines, new advances in online couponing, mobile 
communications, environmentally-friendly building 
materials,

 

clean energy

 

and batteries which can 
power electric cars for a thousand miles are some of 
the discoveries in the pipeline among African-

 
American cutting edge firms which will be showcased 
at The Tech Museum of Innovation Saturday, June 18.

Ken Coleman, chairman of two publicly-traded 
companies, Accelrys

 

and MIPS Technologies, is among 
the dynamic technology leaders of the future African-

 
American technological discoveries.



1920 Invented the Electrical Resistor
Otis Boykin is best known for inventing an 

improved electrical resistor used in 
computers, radios, television sets and a 
variety of electronic devices. His resistor

 
helped reduce the cost of those 
products. Otis Boykin also invented a 
variable resistor used in guided missile 
parts, a control unit for heart 
stimulators, a burglar-proof cash 
register and a chemical air filter. In 
total, Otis Boykin patented twenty-

 
eight electronic devices

 

Otis Boykin was 
born on August 29, 1920 in Dallas, 
Texas. In 1941, after graduating from 
Fisk University, Otis Boykin was 
employed as a laboratory assistant for 
the Majestic Radio and TV Corporation 
of Chicago, testing automatic controls 
for airplanes. Boykin-Fruth, Incorp. 
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http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ieeeghn.org/wiki/images/c/ce/OtisBoykin.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.ieeeghn.org/wiki/index.php/Otis_Boykin&h=173&w=126&sz=24&tbnid=oOo2NluM78YjlM:&tbnh=80&tbnw=58&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dotis%2Bboykin%2Bpicture%26tbm%3Disch%26tbo%3Du&zoom=1&q=otis+boykin+picture&usg=__IpU-cIR4xtU3Edph3AGEfQPAUw8=&hl=en&sa=X&ei=tSAcUZGBL8KDjAKVs4HQAQ&ved=0CB4Q9QEwAg


1994 Engineering Aerospace Robert Bryant 
NASA's Langley Institute.

Chemical engineer, Doctor Robert G Bryant works for NASA's Langley Research 
Center and has patented

 

numerous inventions. Highlighted below are just two 
of the award winning products that Robert G Bryant has helped invent at 
Langley. LaRC-SILaRC-SI. Robert Bryant headed the team that invented Soluble 
Imide

 

(LaRC-SI) the self-bonding thermoplastic that received an R&D 100 award 
for being one of the most significant new technical products of 1994. While 
researching resins and adhesives for advanced composites for high-speed 
aircraft,. According to a NasaTech

 

report LaRC-SI

 

proved to be a moldable, 
soluble, strong, crack-resistant polymer that could withstand high temperatures 
and pressures, unlikely to burn, and was resistant to hydrocarbons, lubricants, 
antifreeze, hydraulic fluid, and detergents.  Applications for LaRC-SI

 

have 
included use with mechanical parts,

 

magnetic components, ceramics, 
adhesives, composites, flexible circuits, multilayer printed circuits, and coatings 
on fiber optics, wires, and metals.
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1962 Aerospace Engineering

George Edward Alcorn, Jr. received a four-

 
year academic scholarship to Occidental 
College in Los Angeles, where he 
graduated with a Bachelor of Science in 
Physics. George Edward Alcorn received his 
degree with honors while earning eight 
letters in basketball and football. George 
Edward Alcorn earned a Master of Science 
in Nuclear Physics in 1963 from Howard 
University, after nine months of study. 
During the summers of 1962 and 1963, 
George Alcorn worked as a research 
engineer for the Space Division of North 
America Rockwell. He was involved with 
the computer analysis of launch 
trajectories and orbital mechanics for 
Rockwell missiles, including the Titan I and 
II, Saturn IV, and the Nova.
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2012 Smart Cars –Black Inventor 
Revolutionizes Transportation CityCar

African Americans in Transportation

William Lark, Jr., an African American PhD. 
Candidate at MIT, is the chief  designer for the 
CityCar, a stackable small car that folds . 

The cars, which are smaller than Smart 
Cars, are battery-electric, so they don’t 

cause tailpipe emissions. They also weigh 
less than a 1,000 pounds and are intended 
to “meet the demand for enclosed personal 

mobility.”
The two-passenger vehicle will be available 

for use around different cities and allow 
drivers to pick up and drop off the vehicles 
at different locations. According to MIT, the 
car will be available in a city somewhere in 
Asia as a pilot program within the next five 

years

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://asset1.cbsistatic.com/cnwk.1d/i/ne/p/2007/005_0675_550x413.jpg&imgrefurl=http://news.cnet.com/2300-13833_3-6216805.html&h=413&w=550&sz=29&tbnid=Ru8sSHZQxkLbtM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=120&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dcity%2Bcar%2Bpicture%26tbm%3Disch%26tbo%3Du&zoom=1&q=city+car+picture&usg=__PxifbZACdr029PGcQMIU9r_UYmA=&hl=en&sa=X&ei=6IYZUZ-6Ou7FiwLn_4GACw&ved=0CCAQ9QEwAw
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://assets.inhabitat.com/files/mitstackablecar12.jpg&imgrefurl=http://inhabitat.com/transportation-tuesday-mits-stackable-city-car/transportation-tuesday-mit-stackable-city-car-folding-city-car-green-public-transportation-car-sharing-city-car-mit-electric-lithium-ion-battery-batteries-last-mile-public-transport-car/&usg=__WERAy_Eb6cHtdvFj7V120homgYA=&h=375&w=537&sz=51&hl=en&start=17&zoom=1&tbnid=ZxhuZObNeUyX_M:&tbnh=92&tbnw=132&ei=E4cZUYP3FMHqiwKl4oH4Cw&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcity%2Bcar%2Bpicture%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DX%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1&sa=X&ved=0CEoQrQMwEA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://changingplaces.mit.edu/images/easyblog_avatar/68_wlark_pic_cropped.jpg&imgrefurl=http://changingplaces.mit.edu/blog/blogger%3Fsort%3Dlatestpost%26filter%3Dshowallblogger%26btnSubmit%3DFilter%3Fformat%3Dfeed%26type%3Drss&usg=__lnZA7GwgTsfw7gwpOTlbnVeoBPg=&h=160&w=160&sz=5&hl=en&start=2&zoom=1&tbnid=OxiNtc1spcPfAM:&tbnh=98&tbnw=98&ei=X4cZUeiWG4W7iwKz-IHwCA&prev=/images%3Fq%3DMIT%2BWilliam%2BLark%2Bpicture%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1&sa=X&ved=0CCwQrQMwAQ
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cp.media.mit.edu/images/stories/will%2520lark.jpg&imgrefurl=http://cp.media.mit.edu/people/alumni/william-lark&usg=__TQ8LIeS811neXBtnJFEzrBy73Qw=&h=158&w=120&sz=36&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&tbnid=Dz0w0QejT4t2xM:&tbnh=97&tbnw=74&ei=X4cZUeiWG4W7iwKz-IHwCA&prev=/images%3Fq%3DMIT%2BWilliam%2BLark%2Bpicture%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1&sa=X&ved=0CCoQrQMwAA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://m3.licdn.com/mpr/mpr/shrink_80_80/p/4/000/130/0fc/155bb0c.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.linkedin.com/pub/dir/William/Lark&usg=__p4X7r-maIVVFfkzsLdIR3MXekIU=&h=80&w=80&sz=3&hl=en&start=5&zoom=1&tbnid=0tbf-bsZHNyr6M:&tbnh=74&tbnw=74&ei=X4cZUeiWG4W7iwKz-IHwCA&prev=/images%3Fq%3DMIT%2BWilliam%2BLark%2Bpicture%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1&sa=X&ved=0CDIQrQMwBA
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March 1, 1993-1995 
Franklin E. White Chief Executive Officer

Los Angeles County Metropolitan

 Transit Authority,

Mr. White had served in 1985 as commissioner of the 
New York State Department of Transportation.

LEADERS

Franklin White

•Franklin E. White is named MTA’s first CEO on 
February 4 after the merger of Southern California 
Rapid Transit District (RTD) &Los Angeles County 
Transportation (LACTC). MTA officially takes over 
policy-making, bus and rail operations and construction 
on April 1. 1993. MTA adopts $3.4 billion budget, the 
agency’s first spending plan. A total of 246 positions 
and 21 vacancies are eliminated during the merger.
•First and only Black METRO CEO
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1975
William Thaddeus Coleman

 Secretary of Transportation

1997
Rodney Slater

 Secretary of Transportation

LEADERS

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:William_thaddeus_coleman.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Slater_rodney.jpg
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1996 - LA Mayor Tom Bradley & RTD Board Member Nate Holden

LEADERS

At 1st and Hill streets, participants at groundbreaking ceremony for Metro Red Line subway on Sept. 29, 1986 included LA Mayor Tom 
Bradley, LA City Councilmembers John Ferraro and Richard Alatorre, LA County Supervisor Kenneth Hahn, Southern California Rapid 
Transit District (RTD) Director Nick Patsaouras, RTD Board Member Nate Holden, RTD director of systems design and analysis Joel 
Sandberg, Los Angeles County Transportation (LACTC) Executive Director Neil Peterson and LACTC Commissioner Ray Grabinski.
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1974-1983   Nate Holden

LEADERS

•California State Senator 1974-1978 where he authored 
and co-authored more than 70 bills that became law. 
•Los Angeles City Council (1987 to 2003).

•Chairman of the Air Quality and Waste Management 
Committee 
•Chairman of the Transportation Committee.
•Chairman of the Inter-Government Relations 
Committee 
•Vice-Chairman of the Public Safety Committee. 
•Vice-Chairman of the Rapid Transit District (RTD)
•Public Utilities Transit and Energy Committee.

•Member of the LA County Transportation Committee 
(LACTC)
•Member of the LA Metropolitan Transit Authority 
(LAMTA).

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.nateholden.com/Nate_Holden_Press_Photos_001.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.nateholden.com/&h=800&w=535&sz=87&tbnid=RdTJDp0R0wDDyM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=60&prev=/search%3Fq%3DNate%2BHolden%2Bpictures%26tbm%3Disch%26tbo%3Du&zoom=1&q=Nate+Holden+pictures&usg=__fNNyS8EEjRutQrvYFGLOY7h2Zj8=&hl=en&sa=X&ei=PREcUbzvH6K8igLw_YGQAg&ved=0CBoQ9QEwAA
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1973-1993 Thomas “Tom”

 
Bradley 

Mayor of Los Angeles, California –
Five Terms 

LEADERS

On January 29, 1993, former Los Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley stood among 
a swarm of public officials and transit agency staffers on the cramped 
Pershing Square subway platform. Standing shoulders above everyone else, 
including then-California Gov. Pete Wilson, Bradley proudly inaugurated the 
opening of the first modern subway in Los Angeles.
“Twenty years is a long time. That’s how long we have been pushing on this 
dream, this vision of what we should do in Los Angeles County,” Bradley 
said, referring to the subway’s quixotic path to reality in ‘93. “I made a 
promise when I ran for mayor in 1973 that in 18 months, we’d deliver by 
breaking ground for rapid transit. Well, I missed by only a few months…”

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://img.timeinc.net/time/2007/la_riots/bradley_tom.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.time.com/time/specials/2007/la_riot/article/0,28804,1614117_1614084_1614509,00.html&h=320&w=260&sz=24&tbnid=AGXIXtQy7LnxsM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=73&prev=/search%3Fq%3DTom%2BBradley%26tbm%3Disch%26tbo%3Du&zoom=1&q=Tom+Bradley&usg=__PNP9FnjW6y4mIJR4FueGGlsJz5o=&hl=en&sa=X&ei=AYgZUaXaG8HNiwKVwYGgAw&ved=0CCMQ9QEwBA
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1972-Present Former MTA

 
Board 

Chair  Yvonne Brathwaite

 
Burke

LEADERS

March 29, 2012, nominated by President Barack

 Obama

 
to serve as Director of the Amtrak

 
Board of 

Directors. 

•1967-1972 California State Assemblymember, 63rd District
•1972-1978 California's First Black Congresswoman
•1979-1980 Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 4th District 
•1972-2008 Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 2nd District

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rep._Yvonne_Burke.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barack_Obama
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barack_Obama
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.projectblackman.com/images/NotablePeople/Women/YvonneBrathwaiteBurke0.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.projectblackman.com/GreatBlackWomenInHistory.aspx?notablePersonId%3D176&h=438&w=400&sz=161&tbnid=R13clpKtA34LGM:&tbnh=76&tbnw=69&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dyvonne%2Bbrathwaite%2Bburke%2Bhusband%26tbm%3Disch%26tbo%3Du&zoom=1&q=yvonne+brathwaite+burke+husband&usg=__JeYhAUGUSsp_QJnuut_B3w5fwOw=&hl=en&sa=X&ei=0EEcUZnqJuiKiAKni4G4CA&ved=0CCgQ9QEwBA
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2013- MARK RIDLEY-THOMAS, 
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 

Supervisor District 2nd

LEADERS

•2008 –Present Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
•2006-2008 California State Assemblymember, 26th District
•2002-2006 California State Assemblymember, 48th District
•1991-2002 Los Angeles City Council
•1972-1978 California State Assembleman

MRT vision to connect the Crenshaw public transit rail line to the airport. 
“This would link airport terminals to Metro’s Crenshaw and Green lines 
with an “automated people mover” similar to those used in airports such 
as San Francisco and Newark, New Jersey. “The Crenshaw rail line is 
scheduled to open in 2019”
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Crenshaw & Exposition Metro Line Construction

LEADERS
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2007 & 2011  City of Los Angeles Council member 
Herb J. Wesson, Jr.

President of Los Angeles City Council
Member of the Exposition Metro Line Construction

LEADERS

•2007 – Present of  City of Los Angeles  
•Council District of the 10th
•Chair of the Arts, Parks and Neighborhoods Committee
•Chairs the Rules and Elections Committee. 

•Member of the Housing, Community and Economic Development 
(HCED)
•1998-2004 State Assembly District 47th 
• Chief of Staff to 2nd District Supervisor Yvonne Burke
• Chief of Staff to former 10th District Councilmember Nate Holden 

District boundaries include the Crenshaw District & the  Lemert 
historically black neighborhood.

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cd10.lacity.org/media/herb.jpg&imgrefurl=http://cd10.lacity.org/cd10bio1.htm&usg=__NE15ydn-rVf2-cSBdvSo28CnNu4=&h=245&w=195&sz=16&hl=en&start=2&zoom=1&tbnid=x6rBNGc6um3ayM:&tbnh=110&tbnw=88&ei=VDUcUev0B-GBiwL80oGADA&prev=/search%3Fq%3DHerb%2BJ.%2BWesson,%2BJr%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&um=1&itbs=1&sa=X&ved=0CCwQrQMwAQ
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1979 -2000 U. S. Representative & Congressman

 Julian C. Dixon

The 7th Street Metro Center Station, the junction of the Metro Red Line subway system and the Metro Blue Line 
light rail system, has been renamed the 7th Street/Metro Center/Julian Dixon Metro Rail Station. The plaque 
unveiled today will be placed in a prominent location within the station. He was 'The Voice' of Los Angeles County 
transportation in Washington, leading the effort to secure federal funding for Metro Rail and, together with the late 
Tom Bradley and Kenny Hahn, put together the combination of federal, state and local  funding that established 
this critical component of Los Angeles' mass transit system," said Burke.

This special bronze plaque signifies the tremendous 
gratitude MTA and the region owe to Congressman Julian 
Dixon for the accomplishments he made in improving 
transportation for Los Angeles County," said MTA Board 
Chairman John Fasana. "Not only a champion of rail, 
Congressman Dixon also helped secure funding to revamp 
MTA's bus service and provide funding for more than a 
dozen municipal bus operators in Los Angeles County."
The Metro Red Line Seventh Street Metro Center station 
was selected to honor the late Congressman Dixon because 
the station brings together two important rail lines, both of 
which Dixon was key in assisting with funding.

He was elected to the California State Assembly as a Democrat in 1972, and 
served in that body for three terms. Dixon was elected to the House of 
Representatives in 1978. He chaired the rules committee at the 1984 
Democratic National Convention and the ethics probe into Speaker Jim Wright. 
Dixon won re-election to the 107th United States Congress, but died of a heart 
attack in December 2000.

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.blackpast.org/files/blackpast_images/dixon_julian.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.blackpast.org/%3Fq%3Daaw/dixon-julian-1934-2000&usg=__jYkSqqJcxoMaS2POjPYwtovC4hk=&h=500&w=390&sz=33&hl=en&start=2&zoom=1&tbnid=8sgrL4LJHjpEFM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=101&ei=VZIZUePAAeTcigLxmYHQAg&prev=/images%3Fq%3DJulian%2BDixon%2Bpictures%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DX%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1&sa=X&ved=0CCwQrQMwAQ
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April 23, 1998  METRO Rosa Parks Station

Parks' refusal to give up her seat on a Montgomery, Alabama bus in1955 was a milestone in the modern day 
civil rights movement. "Rosa Parks is clearly a symbol of civil rights in the 20th Century, said Los Angeles Mayor 
and MTA Board Chairman Richard J. Riordan. "We are honored to recognize her contributions to American 
history in this public way. I hope MTA's passengers will recall her actions when passing through the Rosa Parks 
Station. Parks was arrested as the result of her quiet protest. Her defiance touched off a wave of other non- 
violent civil rights demonstrations throughout the South and the rest of country, and led to a boycott of 
Montgomery's city bus system which lasted 381 days. The renaming follows a celebration on March 20, 1998 
when officials unveiled an artist's rendering of a bronze plaque to be installed at the station in Parks' honor.

BOARD RENAMES METRO RAIL 
STATION IN HONOR OF ROSA

PARKS, MOTHER OF THE MODERN 
DAY CIVIL RIGHTS.

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://lametthesource.files.wordpress.com/2011/02/willow32.jpg&imgrefurl=http://thesource.metro.net/2011/02/24/renderings-of-potential-development-at-rosa-parkswillowbrook-station/&usg=__zqpmvaeWoalYdp_-a7HMZl-QvNI=&h=1584&w=2448&sz=1001&hl=en&start=7&zoom=1&tbnid=rhRnVafhJYNKIM:&tbnh=97&tbnw=150&ei=9d0bUdGqIKasigK0yYHICA&prev=/images%3Fq%3DLA%2BMETRO%2BRosa%2BParks%2Bstation%2Bpicture%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DX%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1&sa=X&ved=0CDYQrQMwBg
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://soulofamerica.com/soagalleries/la/transportation/LA-Metro_Rosa_Parks_Station.jpg&imgrefurl=http://soulofamerica.com/cgi-bin/slideviewer.cgi%3Flist%3Dla-transportation%26dir%3D%26config%3D%26refresh%3D%26scale%3D0%26cycle%3Doff%26slide%3D62%26design%3Ddefault%26total%3D85&usg=__YSuZ9xqpSzSztJy7MS22MF-twuA=&h=456&w=561&sz=126&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&tbnid=l_7NM5ZBP1zy0M:&tbnh=108&tbnw=133&ei=9d0bUdGqIKasigK0yYHICA&prev=/images%3Fq%3DLA%2BMETRO%2BRosa%2BParks%2Bstation%2Bpicture%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DX%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1&sa=X&ved=0CCoQrQMwAA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://laist.com/attachments/la_zach/rosa_parks.jpg&imgrefurl=http://laist.com/2008/12/01/today_declared_as_rosa_parks_human.php&usg=____bdLm9gl2jalK2O52I0qEigQJk=&h=139&w=126&sz=11&hl=en&start=33&zoom=1&tbnid=DcauJOYh-R293M:&tbnh=93&tbnw=84&ei=S94bUdc7iNOKAobhgagN&prev=/images%3Fq%3DLA%2BMETRO%2BRosa%2BParks%2Bstation%2Bpicture%26start%3D20%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1&sa=X&ved=0CEIQrQMwDDgU
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.metro.net/press/pressroom/images/rosaparksCardm.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.metro.net/news/simple_pr/metro-honors-rosa-parks-special-bus-posters-50th-a/&usg=__HmaNCYA0bOxr-uAou6xRjo-9OBQ=&h=118&w=300&sz=13&hl=en&start=44&zoom=1&tbnid=KKOesAtXC_C3tM:&tbnh=46&tbnw=116&ei=ht4bUazZOunGiwKzoIGQCA&prev=/images%3Fq%3DLA%2BMETRO%2BRosa%2BParks%2Bstation%2Bpicture%26start%3D40%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1&sa=X&ved=0CDAQrQMwAzgo
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://external.ak.fbcdn.net/safe_image.php%3Fd%3DAQDNM5foWginecSx%26url%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Ffb.ecn.api.tiles.virtualearth.net%252Fapi%252FGetMap.ashx%253Fb%253Dr%25252Cmkt.en-US%25252Cstl.fb%2526key%253DAqSHdMNkhSvgWwMhbqyiqgW1IhMNeV56Gb0WkfgEDm6jSsfX9gDGmlOUEt3i44Jk%2526td%253DD1%2526h%253D249%2526w%253D483%2526ppl%253D54%25252C%25252C33.928%25252C-118.2383%2526z%253D12%26jq%3D100&imgrefurl=http://www.facebook.com/pages/Rosa-Parks-Station-LA-Metro/112220402164444%3Fsk%3Dinfo&usg=__sDWy7URvOyhz_tM1aGG6XXJTrXg=&h=249&w=483&sz=44&hl=en&start=61&zoom=1&tbnid=PLFYdWoycnF9hM:&tbnh=67&tbnw=129&ei=vd4bUdrLD8mZiQLR3oCACQ&prev=/images%3Fq%3DLA%2BMETRO%2BRosa%2BParks%2Bstation%2Bpicture%26start%3D60%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1&sa=X&ved=0CCoQrQMwADg8
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://img.agoda.net/hotelimages/167/167499/167499_main_TMB.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.agoda.com/north_america/united_states/los_angeles_ca/attractions/hotels_near_imperial_wilmington_rosa_parks_metro_station.html&usg=___F4b2mWxBjY6nOhdpxIu43s0X9g=&h=86&w=115&sz=4&hl=en&start=84&zoom=1&tbnid=m_51wnACpNw74M:&tbnh=65&tbnw=87&ei=A98bUezYNKjmiwLT1YHACw&prev=/images%3Fq%3DLA%2BMETRO%2BRosa%2BParks%2Bstation%2Bpicture%26start%3D80%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1&sa=X&ved=0CDAQrQMwAzhQ
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://farm4.staticflickr.com/3025/2930049727_70bc3fd89d_s.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.flickr.com/photos/metrolibraryarchive/2930049607/&usg=__pTJUieAKuVr5Of-FsUOez4rdtoo=&h=75&w=75&sz=27&hl=en&start=102&zoom=1&tbnid=6GOKMCf_mJzcMM:&tbnh=83&tbnw=110&ei=X98bUd-AB6rHigK4h4HYAw&prev=/images%3Fq%3DLA%2BMETRO%2BRosa%2BParks%2Bstation%2Bpicture%26start%3D100%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1&sa=X&ved=0CCwQrQMwAThk
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://la.streetsblog.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/2-16-11-Wesson.jpg&imgrefurl=http://la.streetsblog.org/2011/02/16/cd-10-election-preview-wesson-challenged-by-5-opponents-some-focus-on-l-a-s-streets/&usg=__D5PQNpDv1OmMWy8dOn5iP4QjUTg=&h=479&w=720&sz=97&hl=en&start=105&zoom=1&tbnid=1HjRUvMJg1R0dM:&tbnh=93&tbnw=140&ei=X98bUd-AB6rHigK4h4HYAw&prev=/images%3Fq%3DLA%2BMETRO%2BRosa%2BParks%2Bstation%2Bpicture%26start%3D100%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1&sa=X&ved=0CDIQrQMwBDhk
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3319/3219139254_291c32b487.jpg&imgrefurl=http://vuboq.blogspot.com/2009_01_01_archive.html&usg=__NNmz5yw72n4q74YPKIYfmS9BYgs=&h=500&w=375&sz=88&hl=en&start=15&zoom=1&tbnid=2bJXFKhu59DAGM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=98&ei=9d0bUdGqIKasigK0yYHICA&prev=/images%3Fq%3DLA%2BMETRO%2BRosa%2BParks%2Bstation%2Bpicture%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DX%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1&sa=X&ved=0CEYQrQMwDg
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.washingtonpost.com/rf/image_606w/WashingtonPost/Content/Blogs/therootdc/Images/parks.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/therootdc/a-well-earned-thank-you/2011/10/06/gIQAPLuFQL_gallery.html&usg=__kQmL1tY-Vp1QBqRrDBOvrShPYR8=&h=562&w=606&sz=100&hl=en&start=81&zoom=1&tbnid=wd3K76uGjOYtUM:&tbnh=126&tbnw=136&ei=A98bUezYNKjmiwLT1YHACw&prev=/images%3Fq%3DLA%2BMETRO%2BRosa%2BParks%2Bstation%2Bpicture%26start%3D80%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1&sa=X&ved=0CCoQrQMwADhQ
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