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This rendering shows a concept for the Aerial Rapid Transit (ART) project, which would ferry riders to and from

Dodger Stadium.
Aerial Rapid Transit Technologies LLC

The company behind the proposal wants to create a zero-emission
transit line up to Dodger Stadium. It's not the first time the idea has
come up.

Dodger fans heading to Chavez Ravine have long dealt with the traffic nightmare that
accompanies each home game. But a new plan being pitched could help Angelenos rise
above the congestion.

On Thursday morning, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti gave a presentation at the
weekly Metro board meeting, proposing a gondola lift from Union Station to Dodger
Stadium.

The Aerial Rapid Transit (ART) project, proposed by Aerial Rapid Transit Technologies
LLC, would "transport Dodger fans, community members, and visitors from Downtown
Los Angeles to the Dodger Stadium property in minutes," the company said in a release.

The company said the project will be a privately funded, "zero-emission transit line."

Aerial Rapid Transit Technologies LLC

This rendering shows a concept for the Aerial Rapid Transit (ART) project, which would ferry riders to and
from Dodger Stadium.

The L.A. Times reported Thursday that a familiar face is funding the company behind the
project: former Dodgers owner Frank McCourt.
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If all goes according to plan, the gondola lift could be open in 2022.

So how feasible is something like this? The proposal promises to get riders from Union to
Dodgers stadium in about five minutes.

"If | take the sketch figures seriously," said USC Engineering professor Jim Moore, "it's
about 5,000 persons per direction, per hour. That's about two and a half traffic lanes per
direction, per hour. So that's basically good news."

The added bonus is this isn't brand new technology, it's been implemented a number of
different places. "It's certainly worth examining," said Moore, "and | won't dismiss it."

Moore explains that while the proposed system may feel out of the ordinary here in Los
Angeles, on paper, it doesn't seem difficult to achieve:

We've built gondola systems in some very
challenging areas. They show up in mountainous
areas where there are big changes in elevation,
smaller version service ski lifts. So, you can build a
system like this just about any place you really
need it. It's a lower imprint activity than some
other transportation options. So it might well be
possible to exercise this option where others
would be more challenging.

And it's not an original idea. Back in 1990, the Los Angeles County Transportation
Commission released the Dodger Stadium Transit Access Study, which explored ideas
like pedestrian escalators, a shuttle bus service — and a gondola.
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2.4 ALTERNATIVE D
GONDOLA TRAM

The City of Los Angeles Planning Depart
ment has identified major re-use poten-
tiol in the “Cornfield” railroad storage yards
adjacent to North Broadway. along the
roule of the planned Pasadena Rail Tran-
sit Project. As a part of initiol planning for
redevelopment of this area, conceplual
skeiches lllustrating possible future sce
narios for the area show a gondola tram
waoy connecling the heort of this redevel-
oped area to Dodger Stadium

As shownin Figure 7. such o tramway could
run from o central location in the planned
Central Cily North Development Area to
the top of Radio Tower Hill in Elysion Pork
ond then across the valley formed between
Radio Tower Hill ond the bluffs of the Dodger
Stadium Parking area. A mid-station stop
al Radio Tower HIll would open up this
liltle used portion of Elysian Park to greater
public use and at the same time, provide

a scenic view point, picnic and recreo-
tion area. The closest application of a
technology such as this in Southern Cali-
tornia is the Palm Springs Aerial Tramway
of ML San Jacinto.  This system utilizes
cable cars accommodating up to 80 per-
sons and move up 1o 400 persons per hour
to the top of a 6,000 foot incline. A more
urban application of this technology is
the Roosevell Island Aeriol Tramwoy In New
York Cily. This system was constructed in
1976 and moves 1,500 persons per hour
belween midtown Manhaltan and Roosev-
ell Island in the middle of the East River
Many ski resorts utilize smaller, 4-8 person
gondola cars thon run in a continuous
series. Syslems such as lhe 8 person gon-
dola at Steamboat Springs, Colorado can
accommodale up 1o 2.800 persons per
hour

Two obvious problems are: 1) accessibil
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Los Angeles County Transportation Commission

L.A. County Transportation Commission Gondola Plan from 1990.
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