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Sacram~ntoArea Cql\ncil of Governments (SACOG)
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Sacramento Area Council of GovernmentllsACOGI
,

SACOG region Includes four raU operators:" SP, Union Padlfic, central Califomla Traction
Company, and Sacramento Regional Transit Dlsific't" . , ,

Southern Pacific's line from downtown Sacramento to F.lenoand the Martinez line goes from
downtown Sacramento to Davis, are both being evaluated fot lxlmponents of the ACR 132
(Hannigan) rail study, • ", ,. " "

, ~

Union Pacific RailwaY ComPany: The UP's Canyon'line links th~'Marysvillef.Yuba CItY area
. with SacramentO and conne<:!S y(ith StOckton, AS such"It has tile potential to be ~ commuter

service Une, prWidlng the,intenslve fr~lght serl!lce r::an be accomplcxt8te( The Canyon U':!e •
seg"!.ent cartles i~ef1~ive freight ~rvlce, Wfllch could conflict,

f' ~ \>
~. \~':; - .~ ['

UP's WOQdlanq ,pranQp links W,oodl!!nd.and Sacramenio, 'Curren1ly, a number of regular
commuter bus roilfes se~e I1VoO!lJariCl tl? Sacrament!!.. In the future, bull service could be
replaced9Y comm!Jler (8.11 service:'

" \.

The.UP Holland bran<;h provi4es \Iccess'fror':J the.Yolo COunty Delta area. Splirse population
limits this branch potential for cominuter'servlce in the forelleeable future.

~ , " . ",

".

... "
The Cll'ntral Califomia Traction Company: Is Jointly owned by the AT&SF, SP and UP, Each
ul;SS track rights'through operating agreemjlnts with the cm. , j'

~. n ~"

, I

The CCT operates 21 I'(llleS of railway. The CCT line 'intersects the 'SP-Valley line. Because of II
this i"te..sectlkn; Ipe cc;r-'trackage is-a ~~B9'c, and jlQtentjliliy valual>!e piece of trackage that
may'tie used Jor :COlimmuter SE!rvi~E! since it links the cities pf Stockton and Sacramento on a i
single tracl<line.' ,

,r r .. ,." • J

The Sacra~ept'! Regl~~ T,ra!1sit 6IstriCt,,(sh'fD)"Is the principal provider of transit service ,I
will)ln tbe Sac'ramento metropolltfln arflSl SRID operates.a two-tierSystem of commuter and !
.general p~bllc mas~ transportation, 'l'he ~T Metro light rail system Is becoming an II),Creaslngly

• IIJlPP~i1Part. oj SijTD.:s operation, SRTD f1a~ undertaken a syst~m's planning stUdy
identifylng_~~e:f~Iq.yin9.;~,g~m\)nts oj n~wR:r ~etro corridors: e \.. '

SP rights'of.waYfrom the Sacramerrtadowmown area to Rocklin, FOlsom, Elk Grove and
D~vis;'"OP IIghts-of;wBtfrolJl the E!pwntoym Sacramentot'o Elk'Grove'Boulevard; to the
Sacramen1d/Sutter eQUnty line, and SOlJIhwest to SoutlrPort In Yolo County; and the CCT
rlght:af-YrclY frorp·J'iow~A'<.en,u!l/RoiJte 5Q south~st to Grar]t1lne.Boad.
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Placer County Transportation Commission. .
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Placer County Transportation Commission

,
•

The Placer erc has identified five raN conidors. Two SP lines, a UP line, the Nevada County
Narrow Gauge line and an abandoned SP alignment betWeen Truckee and Tahoe City.

The principal SP raN line In Placer County runs from the Sacramento County line to Truckee
generally following 1-80. The eastbound and westbound tracks are on different alignments for
a substantial portIon of theIr routes. This raN line Is a major east-west SP line In Northem
California. It also provides regular Amtrak service betWeen Sacramento and Reno. A portion
of the line from AUburn south to Sacramento Is being considered for Intercity rail passenger
service under the ACR 132 Hannigan study. The Placer County Transportation Commission Is
expanding the study to Include a stop at Colfax and commuter rail service between Aubum
and Sacramento.

SP also owns the line from Roseville to the Yuba County line. No rail transit service has been
identified for this line.

The UP RaN line enters from the south and crosses Into Placer County. It is only lightly used
for freight. The Placer erc reports that the line has potential for commuter raN use In the
Mure.

The Nevada County Narrow Gauge line Is an old narrow gauge alignment between Colfax,
near the SP line, and Grass Valley, generally following Route 174. The Placer County
Transportation Commission reports that· this Ilrie could be used for passenger service.

The rail line from Truckee to Tahoe City down the Truckee River Valley has been abandoned
by SP to Tahoe City. Tracks have been removed, but tho rail bed still exists on portions of the
original line. No raiJ.translt use has been identified for this line.
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Mendocino County
Railroads·
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Mendocino County Council 01 Government,

..,

MeQdoclno County CouneR of Govemments has reported three IllUroads In the county which
may qualify for the right-of-way Inventory. The first IllRroad Is run by the Northwestem Pacific
RaRroad Company and Is a wholly-owned SUbsidiary of SP. There are approximately 53.5
mUes of right-of-way In Mendocino County betWeen the Sonoma County line and WiRlts.
Umlted passenger service Is provided for tourism and recreational use. Freight tlllfllc runs one
dally round trip.

The second IllRroad Is owned and Opelllted by the Califomia Westem Railroad Company, a
subsidiary of Kyle Railways. The line runs west to east between Fort Bragg and WRllts and Is
40 niDes long. Passenger service Is mainly for tourism with some freight service.

The potential for commuter Illli service according to the Mendocino CouncR of Governments Is
low at this time. It Is anticipated that the corridor between Santa Rosa and Ukiah can expect to
see Increased use by commuters as population density and housIng prices Increase In
Sonoma County.

The third railroad Is owned and operated by the Eureka Southem Railroad Company. which is
currently In receivership. The 145-mDe raD line starts in Willits (Mendocino County). goes
northward to Eureka (Humboldt County). Passenger service has been suspended by the
Federal Railroad Administllltion due to the unsafe track conditions. FreIght tlllfllc opellltes six
days per week, primarDy for the lumber Industry.
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Humboldt County Association 01 GOV!lI'll!Tltf!l!HCAGl

Humboldt County Is a part of the San Francisco-Santa Rosa-e-ureka corridor. In Humboldt
County the main corrldor Rlns In a southeasterly direction through Humboldt County to the
Trinlty County line and then northWesterly to Eureka. RaB service over this line Is provided by
the Euraka Southem RaRroad. a private operator. The Humboldt County Association of
Govemments (HCAG) also Included several railroad local lines in Its Inventory. One line
extends from Eureka north to Arcata and southwest along Humboldt Bay to Falmaven. The
other line extends from Arcata north and then eastward to Blue Lake and Corbel. Flnally. a
third lIne runs from Route 101fRoute 36 east to Carlotta

In HCAG's opinion, the commute potential does not currently exist between Eureka and the
San Francisco terminus. They do believe that the potenUal does exist for local ran S91Vlce
around the Humboldt Bay region and they believe that these local lines may be abandoned
due to the deregUlation of the railroads by the federal government, and should be conskjered
for Inclusion in the Commission Inventory.
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