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Tne L~~s Angeles-Ei ivionte Busy+✓ay
-a thri~.rin~ ranirl tra~~,gi,t c~icta~p,-

daily carries thousands of RTD
patrons at high speed through one
of the most heavily congested travel
corridors in the Southland Busway
service is smooth. comfortable and
economical.

STretching trom the Central San
l~a~jr',°~ y2l~@`y' tC dOV,^~~^`Jr'il ~vo
Angeles, the 1 1 -mils Busway is an
engineering ~~~arvel in its own right.
Yet. for Its patrons. it Is far more
than that. It is their form of transpor-
tation.

The nations first specifically planned
ai ICi ucSlyi iCU ui~~ i dj~IC~ tr ~i151I 5)~5-

ter~~, the Busway proved what rapid
transit theorists anti advocates knew
III along -that if you save people
time they will use an alternative to
their cars.



I~P,:f"~v ~O pPrCCnt Of ct~~ ~7F~rJp~t; Who

ride in t,~,~~ s on the Bus~va h~~~~e

cars ~tv~iil,ibie to tr~em i_~ut prFier ro

glide ~I~~ng rho BusN,~ay~~tV sati~ing

1 5 to 20 minutes over their counter-

p~r's who crF~ep alone in rush hour

traffic on the bord~ring San Ber

n~3rdinG Free`vt;

E~

Ask Busway riders wh,✓ they u~~~e it
and tr~ey'll tell your it saves them

iiruc ~iriu irlviiCy ,ti i~; ~.~I~~ic ~ hefr~

freedo~T~ from traffic congestion.
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Whet i~ reality today ,vas onl~;~ a
dream in the late 60's when the
6us~°~~y concept was ~N~~eiopea by
RTD and joint Pfforts were beg~~n
with the California Department of
Transportation. Federal Highway
Administration and Urban Mass
Transportation Administration.

E3uilt for S61 million —a fracfion of
the cost of an urban freeway but
with three times the passenger-
carryinq capacity—the B~~sway
carries as many ~5 25.000 p~s~en-

C,~rS d d3v nOt to n1E'~~tinn h~inrirgrl

of rush hour commuters in car and
°,,pan pools_ That translates into fewer
cars, less s«jog and an e~timat~d
annual savincs of 6.5 million ~~allr~ns
of gas.

But the translation from dream to
r?ality was not easy.

Consider. To construct the RTD
Busway. i! was necessary to re
locate a railroad line and build or
modify 54 highway and railroad

hri,~l~~,P~ f~ r ~ E?G~ "_ + .l

ovc rcrossir q, t~~vn highway tunnels
and !one pP~;estrian tunnel—~t 26
sP~erate locations. In additi~~n.
three pa~srnger stations ~:~erE-
constructed. Ar~ci. tons of earth had
to be pushed, shoved.. Graded—and
in some cases o-,ode to vanish
completely. For examol~ to
construct the RTD EI Monte Station,
dozens of earth movers ~̂ .~orkec' f~-~r
~:~~eek,s, exca~~ating debris from
solid waste fill, then importinc, and
com~actinc new m~xtr~nal to form the
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base for the a~~^ 3rd ~~vinrinc~ station

Tn takP a rir~c~ nn the Ri ic~•,i~~~i

starting in Los Anse l.s, b~:~ard one.
or the 20 FiTD bu:: routes; which
operate along; the ̀ acility

You ~~v~ll notice the PTD bus enters
the B~~~swav at Mission Road on the
left of the road~va~~ Busy✓ ~y,
rll')If1F;rrS CF r~'~;E'ij tf'iE' ;1flt'~ f1F'f~

~~n purpose to tike ~~dvant~ge of
existing frr;e~n~ay ~~n-r~~r~ps connect-
ing a~~to traffic vrith the ~~vc;stbounci

S rota Ana Freê✓~~ ~nteri.h_in
n~;=ir Mission.

AS tli~ b~~5 h?~~~~s ~ t3st..j 5~t of rail
road t~~~ck~ c~3n be seen str~>tching
ahead for miles on the left. These
tricks, r=ire i~r~purfant. Thc~ ✓ ;nce
stoor_i ~~vhcr~~ the Bu~~~~^✓ay stands
today. O;vned by the Southern
Pacific Transportation Cu_ the
track s ~.vere transplanted to make
v✓a~,~ for the Busw~iy
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University Station

.. ..
.:~y~~:s... w ~~, x~ra~:~:

.*~~,,~.::F

But br.f~rF the hu ci~~~ P~ onto the
midcllP of the ~~n Brrn3r~iin~ Fie~-

;'y'. ~. _ u~ „~~ U~ _~ ~ ~ Jt_

to make —the RTD Unr~~trsity
Station.

Built near the Cali`omia St~_te
University campus east of down-
town Los Angeles, the a~,vard-winning
station includes tv✓o separ~3te
structures connected ~iy an over
head bridge. The station on Yh~ 1~-ft
is 38 feet above the one on the
right.

Thy r i i5~i ~ r ~n~ rPtr- v III n ~ing
or tr~~ IPft 5uppo~ts ,iant i~nd~r-

,~ i,~ i ~'d"., ~r~~ t~]' C ~ ~ ~ ~~, ,.. :.

ciri~.~n beneath it. Tree ~~vall ~~n~~

girders s~_~pport the. ~~vesthound

traffic lane and v~esthound station.

Soon the bus pulls back onto the
RTD Bu~way. descending within
seconds onto the median of the San

Bernardino Freeway. On this leg of
the trip. your bus will pass two
special ramps. one connecting
buses with the Lonc Beach Free-

r

} ~~i~~~~~~~f

'~ I~ l '

—1 ~` ~I

way. the other for buses merging
to and from the 8usway at Del
Mar Avenue.
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the journey pass and the bus enters
a tunnel and ascends to the
EI Monte Terminal, the final RTD
station.

A totally new concept in bus station
design, this circular facility. with a
diameter of so«~e 1 60 feet and with
1 0 berths, was built in the center
of a 1 ,500-car parking lot.

ici j ai nu iy a icn Cai S, j~~iu ~i io

enter the station via a low tunnel
which leads to a landscaped patio.
A stairway. escalator and elevator
for the handicapped provide access
to the upper level lobby. ticket in-
formation and bus arri~,~ai and
departure a~ ea.

n ~ ~ 1, ,. ~_ ~ ~ .. ~, _.
n~ a is ~LCitiVi i, y'vU Cdi I I Ical it I~,

service director calling out the
arriving bus lines as buses are
assigned to their loading and
unloading berths.



Today

-i~~ea~ c rig ~ tr ~i~nt in~aa, r~ie
other trrtchin , ~cr~s the Rio
Hondo Ri~:~er on the right.

The one ahe~~ ~n~as once ~ train
oridge. RTD enginePr~, ~I?orten~d

it and made it into ore r`or hus~Us.

The white bridge on the right was
5uilt to repl~cr~ The original'rain
brid~;r_'.

more tn_jn 5y million. I nat ~ the

incr~ 3s~~ad amount ~~ fi~~e titer
structure for the bus I~:nes. free~v:~;
lane and train trick,; ~~~nuld
r~~~v~ ~.o~t.

Continuing on. the bus c;lides ~I~nq
the Buswav toy^.yard downtown
Los A.ngeles, comF~leting the final
leg of your trip
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SuccP~_,ful practical and timely F;apid transit tr-~cks are pi~~nneci to should tht, B~_~s~̂ gay be ~~~nveriea to
-.,f ~Yr„ ~ - - I c, -~I~n -~ ±L~:. ~'~ t~' ~T t~l ~'. ~ ,. ., :.V- ~~~_ t :. ,_,i il°I r, rJ ~~r r~C;t i~, itl~ th,~ c~IV~-I_~Cao J ?Yv' ~"~ _i u~ '~ ..0 Ic I~~..citi_

Transportation experts say when way system planned for Los

First, the Bus,v~3~, itself will get bus traffic h.com~~ h~a~~y Pnougf~. An~~el~,s' re~.~irnal cure,~~ a

~(~fli~F'f . /~ O(l~_'-fTII~E HvtE'(l~ic5f"1 IS It '~~:i~~ f~E' fTi~)f E' r'CGfI~_)fT~IC~t~ t0 `~.`; Si7U%i~F (T1I~F, ;3I C'%i Erf~. Ofll~~~~SSlll~;

planned from its westF~n~ terminus trans~~ort pE-nple on it by rail rather do~r~nto~r~n Los Angles the V~ilshir

at Mission. stretching west~~ard than b~~,~ bus. area. Holl,v~rood and Nnrth Holly-

E1C~OSS f~IC~ LOS A~~C)~~LS RI ✓̀Cr t0 ~h'OOC~.
nT

Hi~ifllP.C~r~ SLf E:e'~ dl lU iJf ilUi i ~ ~~c1~uUi1. n i ~i ~i~~_aii ie C'i ~ flu f~iai ii i~', ~ il~~Ui~~Cj

There. passen~~~r will be able to that viould happen someday. They Inched the Bu~~vay conceit his a

tr~nsf~ r to A~T~trak trains anti the desic~~~~ed thr~ Bus~~,~ -iy for ~ isy ecn- future ~s one of the major ~olut~ons

proF~osed dn~tintown ~~People ~icrsion to r~_ii!. to mass tr:~n~it nerds in Lis Ancaeles

Mover ~ and the Southland



~:t Facts About The EI Monte ~ Los Angeles Busway
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• Ide~~ developed in late 60~s

•Cnnstru~~tion oec~an in iy7~

r Length: 1 1 miles

.Carries more than 25 percent of
all commuter trips fro~~ western S=in
Gabriel Valley to downtovrn Los
Angeles.

•Completed in 1974

• Built for $61 million-fraction of

cost of a six-lane tree~~vay, but can •Daily Ridership
carry three times as man~,~ 1973-4.000 approximately
pasengers 1J75—e~ceedinq 12.000

• Concept developed by Sruthern 1976-18.000

California Rapid Transit District witl-i 1979-25,000
joint engineering and construction
with California Department of
Transportation. Federal Highway
Administration, Federal Urban Mass
Transportation Administration. and
cities of EI Monte. Los Angeles and
San Gabriel_
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Southern California Rapid Transit District
425 South h,~ain Street

Los Angeles. California 9001 3
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