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INTRA-AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM - LAX

Los Angeles International Airport currently has an internal road-
way capacity equivalent to approximately 24.5 MAP*. Proposed
roadway improvements, primarily the addition of one traffic lane
to World Way (the primary internal road), will increase this
capacity to approximately 30 MAP. After all currently scheduled
roadway and parking lot improvements are completed, there will
be little else that can be done to increase the capacity of the-
existing system. External roadway capacity, by comparison, will
be increased to about 40 MAP with the completion of the Route
105 Freeway on the south and the addition of a major arterial
highway on the north, including 2 new interchange at the San
Diego Freeway. For a balanced, efficiently operating system,
the internal capacity, therefore, should be increased by 10 MAP.

Since the internal roadway system cannot support the traffic
generated by an additional 10 MAP, a new system of transportation
must be constructed, grade-separated from the existing, so that
these passengers can be transported from peripheral lots into the
central terminal area.

The nature of the improvements to be made in the peripheral park-
ing lots to support such a transportation system will depend to
some degree upon the nature and routing of mass transit that wili
be constructed to serve the entire urban area. One such regional
transit system,called '"The Sunset Coast Line'', has recently been
proposed by County Supervisor Baxter Ward. This system would
consist of 230 miles of heavy rail, plus 51 miltes of light rail
and monorail. Essentially, there would be three types of transit
service: Local, Red Car Interurban, and Airporter.

Airporter trains to LAX would leave from various locations in the
L. A. basin every half hour creating an airport arrival schedule
of a train every two and one-half minutes. As proposed by Super-
visor Ward, these airporter trains would come directly into the
airport and around the central terminal area with stops at each
terminal. Passengers on these trains would have to pay a premium
fare for direct airport service.

The intra-airport transportation system as currently envisioned
by the Department of Airports includes a 10,000 car parking
facility in East Westchester and a 7,000 car facility at the VSP
lot with direct access from both lots into the central terminal
area. The ultimate plan consists of a mechanical operation on a
grade-separated guideway that would provide fast, reliable and
economical service to the traveling public, a system that would
attract substantial ridership by providing an excellent level

of service.

%Million Annual Passengers



Current passenger statistics and roadway congestion require that
an intra-airport transportation system be constructed now. There
is no time to wait either for a more reliable, mechanical system
to be developed, or for local, state, and federal officials to
agree on what type of a system is best to serve the entire area.
For this reason, it is recommended that a phased transportation
program be developed for implementation in the near future with

a system that is adaptable enough to interface ultimately with a
regional mass transit system.

This program would have two phases; one to initiate direct ele-
vated busway service between peripheral parking lots and the
central terminal area, and a second to expand the system to pro-
vide higher levels of service for increasing passenger volumes.

As shown on figures 1-3, the first phase of this program would
consist of the construction of a two-lane elevated guideway with
stations at each of the terminal buildings in the central terminal
area. The guideway would be designed both structurally and di-
mensionally to serve a wide range of mechanical systems and would
provide service to both the East Westchester and VSP parking areas.
In East Westchester, the Phase | system would consist of buses
circulating at grade within the existing parking lot, crossing
Sepulveda Boulevard over a new bridge, descending back down to
grade at 96th Street and Sky Way and then elevating to the third
level guideway.

The expanded VSP lot would be serviced also by buses circulating
within the parking area, crossing Aviation Boulevard and then
following airport service roads to an ascending ramp which
connects with the elevated guideway.

Passenger stations on the two-lane guideway would include esca-
lator and elevator service to the two levels below.

The Phase |l program would convert the bus system to the previously-
mentioned mechanized system connected with both the East Westchester
and VSP parking lots. This phase would require constructing sec-
tions of both elevated and depressed guideways along Century and
Aviation Boulevards to the VSP lot and additional guideway along
96th Street to East Westchester. The system would also require
constructing additional facilities in the parking lots. The Phase |
guideway would be readily convertible to this type of system.

Rough cost estimates indicate that Phase | should cost from $20

to $22 million and Phase Il from $40 to $45 million. To accommodate
current passenger projections which indicate a figure of 29 MAP by
1980, the Phase | project should be completed and in service by

1980. This will require assigning high priority to this project.

There are currently approximately 9,000 peripheral parking spaces
to service Phase | of the program. The extent to which peripheral
parking lots become expanded will be partially determined by dev-
elopment of the proposed regional transit system. The decision
as to whether to bring the mechanical vehicles directly into the
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It is not known exactly when the Los Angeles Department of Airports will have completed
its elevated peoplemover project around the central terminal area. We are assuming, however, that

it will have been finished and available for the laying of track by this time.
including that trackage within the project.

Therefore, we now are

Because no guideway costs are involved, this contract

assignment is of modest size and will have virtually no impact on the costs of the overall project --
funds for this will be extracted from the budget allocations within the first three year period.

1.

7.

8. .

10.

Inter/Valley Line

-- Glendale Freeway at York 11 miles to Ventura Freeway)

west on Ventura Freeway 23 miles to Kenilworth,

Inter/Valley Line

-- Ventura Freeway at Glendale Freeway 4 miles east to
Foothill Freeway/ Ventura Freeway junction.

Starter Line
-- Harbor Freeway at 23rd 4 miles south to 73rd.

Airport Line
-- Century Freeway at Prairie 3.7 miles to Harbor Fwy.

Pomona Line
-- San Bernardino Fwy. at Long Beach Fwy. east 4 miles
to Del Mar,

Pomona Line
-- San Bernardino Fwy., at Baldwin Park 4 miles east to
Azusa,

Starter Line
-- Harbor Freeway 4 miles south from Rosecrans to
Del Amo Boulevard,

Valley/Long Beach
-- San Diego Fwy.at Century Fwy. 4 miles north to
Centinella,

Starter Line
-- Harbor Fwy. at 73rd 4 miles south to Century Fwy.

Starter Line

-- Willowbrook at Del Amo 2.2 miles south to 31st Street, |

1982 - 1983

Miles Under Construction: 41

Contracts in Progress: 13
Miles Completed: 67
Miles Operational: )

Testing can begin from Union Station on
the northern approach tunnel to Union
Station.

Testing can be conducted on the sections
from Union Station east to Los Angeles
State College, and from the Station north
to York Boulevard in Glendale. The
Downtown Subway to 23rd will not be
completed for testing until 1984.

Testing also can begin on the independen

link to Pomona, for four miles east of
El Monte.
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