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INTHODUCTION

The information contained in this folder relates to
past transit and traffic surveys and to other svallable traffic
data. It has been compiled for ths berefit of engineering firms
interested in the proposed Transit Survey of the los Angeles
Metropolitan Area. Nost of the reporte described are currently
on file in the Committea's office.
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PRIFF SUMMARIES OF 105 ANGELES AND 10S ANGELES METROPOLITAN AREA

TRAFFIC AND TRANSIT REPORTS

192 to 1949

University Presidents' Advisory Committee -
on Ios Angeles County Transportation Problems

From 192L to 1949, approximately forty-five traffic andfor
tranzgit reports have been issued by various agencies and organiz-
ations. Their recommendations as to th2 need for rapid transit
have, for the large part, been bazed upon the best judgement of
those responsible for preparing them and upon field survey data
- presented in previous reporis. However, there is some inform=
ation available as to traeffic volumes, speed and delay, and
origin end destination, although it is now somewhat out of daie.

Prior to 192l, there were several reports. These included:

1. "Transportation Problems, City of lLos Angeles®,
by Bion J. Armold, 1911

N
)

"Railroad Grade Crossing Elimination and Passenger
and Freight Terminals", California Railrcad
Commission, 1920

3., Automobile Club of Southern Califormiz Report, 1921

Lo "los Angeles Plan®, Traffic Commission, 1922

192,

A report , A MAJOR TRAFFIC STREET PLAN FOR LOS ANGELES, was
prepared by three consultanis, F. L. Olimsted, Harland Bartholomsw
and C. H. Cheney, in 1924, for the Committee on los Angeles Plan
of Major Highways of the Traffic Commigsion of the City and County
of los Anpgeles. It analyzed the traffic problem in los Angeles
County, recommended a major street plan and set forth the improve-
ments necessary to effectuate the plan. Rapid transit was not
considered in the report, but it did present certzin data which
wag of value in preparing subsequent reports. This included data
as te vehicular traffic flow on major streets in 1922 and 192,
flow of transit vehicles and of transit passengers. The vehicular
traffic counts were made by Boy Scouts in the Central Business




District and by the consultents in cutlying areas. It is in=
teresting to note that there was an appendix discussing the need
for grade separations and a recommendation for the Arroyo Seco.
Parkway and a "River Truck Speedway" to comnect the San Fernsndo
Valley with the Harbor Area. The latter was to parallel raile
road tracks and utilize the bed of the los Angeles River, thus
tending to eliminste cross traffic.

1925

The first, and one of the most comprehsnsive reports on
rapid transit, was presented in 1925 to the los Angeles City
Council and the Board of Supervisors. It was entitled REPORT
AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON A COMPREHENSIVE RAPID TRANSIT PLAN FOR
THE CLTY AND COUNTY OF 10S ANGELES and was prepared by the
consulting firm of Kelker, Deleuw and Company. It recommended
a comprehensive subway and elevated rail rapid transit system
with four routes giving through service between outlying areas
and passing through the Central Business District. In add-
ition, Pacific Electric Lines not included were to be maintain-
ed. The report justified the need for rzil rapid transit in
log Angeles upon the basis that it is required in all cities
when they become really large. Unification of all transit
operations was recommended.

Use was made of traffic and transit volume data presented
in the 192 report and, apparently, the only field study made
specifically for the 1925 report was one of the origin and
degtination of industrial employees,

The cost was estimated to be approximately $175,000,000,
ineluding cars, interest and valuve of existing properties
utilized—fLor the period 1925-1935. Following this, addi-
ticnal structures were to be built. The financing was to be
provided by general bonds of the City of Los #4ngeles, special
assessnent districts and opersting revenues.

1929

The Regional Flanning Commission published the first of a
series# of area highway plans in 1929, REGIONAL FLAN OF HIGHWAYS,
SECTION 2-E, SAN GABRIEL VALLEY., It does not contain inform-
ation Of particular value Lo a transit survey.

# This and the 1931 report are the only two of the series which
have been published.



1930

A CONFERENCE ON THE RAPID TRANSIT QUESTION was called by
the loa Angeles Board of City Planning Commissioners in 1930
in order to give those interested an opportunity to express
their views. Thirteon short papers were presented expressing
the views of the autkors and/or the organizations which they
represented, The published report contained these papers, but
no conclusions or recommendation of the Conference as a whole.

1930

A repord entitled, FARKS, BEACHES AND PIAYGROUNDS, was
presented in 1930 by F. W, Olmsted and Harland Bartholomew 1o
the Citizeng' Commititee on Parks, Bsaches and Pleygrounds.
This report was not related to transit. However, it did rec=
o nmend a comprehensive plan of "parkways" to connect a large
number of regional parks.

1931

REGIONAL PLAN OF HICHWAYS, SECTION l;, ICNG BEACH=REDONNG
ABEA was published by the Regional Planming Commission im 1931,
Tt centains over 200 papes of maps, tables and text, It would \
probably not be of value in & transit swwvey. (It contains data .
relating to the early history of los Angeles County.) ’

1933 ' |

A major report on rapid transit was prepared in 1933 by .
Donald ¥, Balker; consulting engineer of los Angeles, entitled,
A RAPID TRANSIT SYSTZii FOR 1OS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA. Thisg plan
proposed the improvement of existing raciiic siectric facilities
through grade geparations, elevated siructures and a downtowm
subway and connections. The improvements were to cost $37,200,0C0
and weve io be self-gustaining after a pericd of nine years.
Financing was to be through a federal grant; federasl purchase of
bonds and asgsessments.

The report contained considerable analysis of economic fact=
ors. No field studies were macde specifically for this report.
Information contained in previous studien and data supplied by
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the transit companies were used., Traffic volums count daia
prepared in 1931 by the Street Tralfic Englneering Depertment
end a swvey of parking facilities in the Central Business
District by Mr. Baker in 1932, were used. A considerable
ameunt of the preliminary work was done by the Pacific klec=
tric Company and various Company facilities were made available,

1934

REPORT OF A HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SURVEY IN THE COUNTY OF 1OS
ANGELES was published by the Regional Flenning COMmiSssion in
1934. The Tield work was conducted over a comsiderable period
as a reliefl project. The report contains detailed traffic

volume data and a series of recommendations not related to
transit.

1935

A REPORT ON THE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION REQUIREMENTS OF
103 KNGELES was prepared by the Galiformia Railroad Commission
in 1936, This related to the improvement of the operations of
the los Angeles Railway Company and the Pacific Electric Rail-
way Company. It did not present a plan for rapid transit.

1937

The Regional Planning Commilssion published a report in [
1937 entitled, REPORT OF A HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SURVEY IN THE COUNTY
OF 1OS ANGELES. 1t presented extensive Lraltfic volume date,

a map showing driving times from the Civic Center, and & series
of recommendations relating to highways and parking, but not

to trensii., . This repori presents dats collected in 193l——as

a survey financed by funds from various reliel agencies~=brought
vp to date by means of a ¥, Po A. survey,

1937

In 1937, the Automobile Club of Southern California pub=
lished a report entitled, TRAFFIC SURVEY, 10S ANGELES METROPOLITAN
AREA., It does not include any studies cr recommendations as to

mloﬁ _.\“',\:'Hwa
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rail rapid transit, bub does contain field data, Four corden
comts wers made al succeassively pgreater diatances from the
cenver of los Angeles, the last being at the Comnty limita,

A parking study was made by means of zerial photographs of
different areas, A check of garages was also made in the

Central Business District. Desire lines were drawn by means of
limited sampling of sutomobiles rarked throughout the Metro=
politan Arez to determine origin ss indicated by registration
address (determined by license number).

19368-39

A W.P.A. survey was made during the years 1938 and 1939.
Two reports were issved, The first covered the field studies
and was entitled, REPORT ON TRAFFIC AND TRANSFORTATION SURVEY,
The project was sponscred by tne City of los Angeles. OSuper-
viaing personnel, consultants and equipment were financed by
tha Citizens Transportation Survey Commitiee. The report was
published by the Committee in cooperation with the Haynes
Foundation. The 32 mewbers of the Committee represented various
parts of the sletropolitan Area and interested groups. Cooperating
agencies were the Central Business District Association, the los
Angeles Traffic Association and the Haynes Foundation. Consuli=
ing engineers were the Stone and Webster Engineesring Corporstion.
Associates were Donald M, Baker and Madipan-Hyland.

Thig survey invelved more transit studies than has any other
and is the only comprehensive transit survey which hes been made
of iaz Angeles. .

The report states: "The survey was divided Into three
principal divisions—one dealing with the use of existing mass
trangportation fecilities, another with the use of private motor
vehicles, and 2 third pertaining to certain statistics cof com=
munity development affecting transportation matters. Data were
so gathered that the three divisions could be coordinated. The
Work Projects Administration authorized the use of its personnel
on seven phases, or subdivigions, az follows:

1. A check to determine the origin and destination of mass
transit passengers and other information relating te
riding habit and to convenience of exdsting facilities.

2, BSpot loading checlts of passzngers boarding and alight-
ing in the Central Business District designed to develop
detailed information as to distribution of passengers
ralated to the downtown ares.

3., Checks of passzengers boarding and alighting, operating
speeds, and principal causes of delay on typical trips



to aid in reaching conclusions coricerning types of
equipment and the pogeibilities of treffic control
in expediting movenent,

L. Checks and znalyses of transportation used by industrial
employees to determine practicability of providing addi-
tional or more direct facilities,

5. Checks and analyses of distribution of sutomobile owner=
ship and relationship of automobile ownership to mass
transit uses

6. Counts of motor vehicles and passengers entering and
leaving the Central Businesas District.

T« Check of vehicles in the central area ito determine the
origin of vehicles, the need for special highways from
oubter areas to the Central Businass District, and ths
adeauacy of storage facilities generslly.

"Activities independent of Viork Projects Administration were
concerned with the part of ihe work dealing with population and
conmmnity development, including a study of:

1. Population throughout the study area conducted in such
menner that shifts wight be evaluated for the periocd
between the 1930 census and January 1, 1938, and

2. Summary of bonded indebtedness of incorporated cities
in Los Angeles County (except Avalon) as of January 1, 1939.7

1939

- The second report based on the W.P,A, survey was, A TRANSIT
PROGRAM FOR THE LOS ANGELES METROPOLITAN AHEA, published in 1939
by the Transportation Enginsering Board (Lloyd Aldrich, Chairmen,
Ko Charles Bean, and Stone and Webster Engineering Corporation
snd Madigan=Hyland, Associates), It had the fellowing to say
about a rail rapid transit system:

"The Board therefore does not consider it an appropriste
time for recommendations covering immediate construction of sub=
stantial elements of a rail rapid transit system. It presents
below specific sugpgestions covering a rapid trensit route patiern
and also arrangements in the Central Business District with
certain indications to serve as a guide as to when the various
measures would be appropriate.”

The vrail rapid transit routes which it recommended, in additiom

= 12 =




to existing Pacifiec Electric routes, were a subway on Wilshire
Boulevard, rail on Crenghaw Parvkway connecting with Czhuenga

Pass, Santa donica Farkway and Olympic Parkway, on Venice Farlaway,
Hsrbor Parlway and Inglewood Parimay; slso on Hamona Parlway and
a portion of Slauson Parkway. It also recommended a Broadway

gubway and & pedestrian subway {rom the Hill Street Station to
Brogdway .

The report recommended revenue honds for construction of the
#ollywood Parkway with tolls used te finance bonds. Cost estimates
for a transit system were not given. It zlsc recommended transit
unifiestion,

This report related primarily o the freeway system and not
io ransit,

1939

L master's thesis entitled, "AN ANALYSIS OF PROPOSALS TO
PROVIDE RAPID AND ADEQUATE MASS TRANSPORTATION FOR THE 105
ANGRLES AREA", was prepared by Lvan W. Thomas for the University
of California at Ios Angelas in 1939. It covers the period
from 1910 to 1938 and dsacribes all reports in some detall. It
also gives magazine and other references bearing on the problem.
(A copy is to be found in the Special Collactions' Department
of the Library of the University of California at los Angeles.)

1940

The 1los Angeles City Board of Public Utilities and Trans-
portation published a report in 1540 entitled, GENERAL CONCLUSIONS
AND RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING MASS TRANSPORTATION 4N THE 109
ANGIKLES AREA. This was the Boerd's report based on the data pro-
cured in the 1938-39 W,.F.A., swrvey, It snalyzed these findings
somewhat in detail as they related to surface and rapid transit.
Rail rapid transit recommendations included the immediate extension
of the Pacific Electric elevated structure-connecting the Sixth
and Main Street Station with Sixth and San Pedro——to the private
rights of way to the south and east. It also recommended that
2 rapid transit plan be dsveloped and that grade separated high-
ways be constructed so a&s to 'permit accomplishment of rail oper-
ation at minimm cost when development requires 1t."




1540

REPORT ON URBAN MASS PASSENGER TRAISPORTATION FACILITIES
OF 105 ANGELES was prepared by e Galiioriid Rallroad Gomgission
in 190, It comtained 353 peges of tables and explanatory mate
erial. It included "factual information relating to the finsncisl
status of the carriers involved {(csse #1L61) and the traffic char-
acteristics of their numercus rail and mtor coach linss". It did
not have & direct bearing on the rapid trensit problem,

1941 |

MASTER PLAN OF HIGEWAYS, Regional Plenning Commission. This
related to highways, but not transit. However, it contained in-
formation regarding population, land naze, automobile registration,
driving time and highway cepacity.

1941

The Ios Angeles Department of City Flanning published, in
1941, A PARKWAY PLAN FOR THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES AND THE METRO~
POLITAN ERRh. THis was Deced on Lhe 1949 Transportation Angin-
eering board report and recommended that it he approved in
principal, with some minor changes, as ‘one of the essential
elemsnts of the Master Plan™, and that un additional radial
route freeway to the San Fernando Valley be added. Ths report
specifically stated that it related to only that phase of ths
Transportation Engineering Board Repori which dealt with "tha
development of & gystem of motor vebicle parkwaya,®

(& list of previous reports is pgiven on pages 11 and 12 of
this report.)

19412

A W.P.A. trafific survey was spensored by the County Reglonal
Planning Commission. The field and office work was supsrvised
by the Commission staff and Mr. I. 5. Shatiuck served as consuli-
ant. ®Freeways for the Region®, 1543, and "Bupiness Districts?,
19L), were based on and covered the major portion of the studies.

The basic background dste is in tho files of the Reglonal
Planning Conmission and is svailsble., /n inventory of this dsta




in presented on page L7 of "Freewaye for the Region'.

| "At the height of activity, the Work Projects Adwinistration
furnished slightly over 200 workers. This force gatbsred and
compiled traffic data at over 750 interssctions. The special
studias in four business dilctricts included cbaervetion of approz—
imately 200,000 automohiles parked at the curdb or in gareges and
lots; pedestrisn counts on sidewalks and in and out of buildings;
movenent of people in and ovt of districts; msss transportation
uge; origin and destination data; building heighis and predom=
inant usea; and zoning."

agu2

HMASS TRANSIT FACILITIES AND MASTER °LAN OF PARKWAYS was
published by the City Planming Commission in 1942, 4t review=-
ed data compiled in the 1938=39 W.P.A. survey. The purpose of
the report was to conazider tha coordination of mass transit
facilities with the freeway system. It did not specifically
relate to rail rapid transii;

1942

The Californmia Railroesd Commission made a atudy of the
riding havils of industrial ewployees in 15L42. A report was
published entitled RESULTS OF EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION SURVEY.
This survey did not inciude lockieed OF GRILLOINLA OLIPOALAIng
Corporation, The Regional Planning Commission later combinad
the Railroad Commission deta with that prepared by the two
companies above to secure an overall picture. This is not
published, but is on fils at the Regional Planning Commission.

1943

FREEWAYS FOR THE REGION, Regional Flanning Commissiom, 1943,
sot forth the need for & syucvem of freeways and included text—-
and many illustrations—recommending types and routings.

=15
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190k

In 194k, the Reglonal Flanning Cowslssion publisbed a
report, BUSINESS DISTRICTS, the purpose of which was to analyze
whe factors imporvant to the meintenance of heslthy business
districts. It was based upon the 1940-1 Transportation Flan-
ning Svrvey made with W.P.4. help., Of perticular interest was
information relating to the origin (registration address) of
wotor vehicles parksd in four business distriets, Iong Beach,
Pomona, Vestwood and Los #ngeles Central Business District,

It also included summaries of cordon counts arcund the Centrsl '
Business Dlstrict including one made by the Regionmal Plamning

Commiasion in 1941, Some information regarding pavking was

also included.

A5LY

The Central Business District Association published s
report, largely devoted fo pictures and meps, seantitled,
TRANSIT STUDY, 1944, 10S ANCELES METROPOLITAN AREA. No new
Tield dets was incliuded, and the transit routes designated
apperently contemplated bus but not rail rapid transit.

‘

190k

The same year, 194, the Central Business District Assoc-
iation publishad another report entitled; PARIWAY TRANSIT LINES
IN THE LOS ANGELES CkNPEAL BUSINESS DISTRICT. Ihis report,
Likewise, related to bug rapid trensit., It pointed out the
nsed for terminal faeilities in the Central Business District.
It presented no new fleld data.

1945

In 1945, snother atiempt was made %o formulate an sceapi-
abls transit program for the Iom Angeles Avea. Three consultants,
Paleuw, Cather and Company, Harcld lewis and Jog H. Ong were
employed by the City of los Angeles to review past reports and
make recozmmendations regarding both transit and highway traffic,
Theoir report, presented in 1945, RECOW"DEJJ WOGRAH FTR MR{NEm
MEKRT OF "RANSPORTATTON AND TRAFFIC P4 ! §E Y
AHEA, wam divided into 1OuUr perts. ﬁt_efirat WaE @ atatemnt o.f‘_
the problem: Ths sscond, by Deleuw, Cather, was entitleds "Rapid




Transit Development®. The third, by Harold lewis, related to
the fresway program, The fourth, by Joe R. Ong, was entitled,
"ipcal Surfsce Sransportationt,

Tha Dalsuw, Cather chepter recomsendsd rail rapld transit
on the following parkways: Santa Monica, Hellywod, Olymoic,
Inglewcod and Harbor, Rail rapid transit was recommended for
those freeways on which it was anticipated that unacceptable
congestion would resuli from busses and asutomobilss, if busses
were used exclusively for repid tramsit. It alao recommended rail
rapid trensit on the long Beach=San Pedro, Padadens, Glendorz and 1
Govine lines of the Facifie Electric. In addition, it made rec-
omeendations for bus rapid trandit on fresways and a subway on
Broadway .

Although the lewis report dealt largely with freeways, it
also considered the terminal problem. He recommended that term-
inel planning should be considered &x an essentiel part of the
freewsy progrem. Tnis should include, (1) off-street bus term-
insls, (2) coordinated system of off-street automobile parking
Tfacilitien, (3) off-street parking for temants emd customers of
bulldinge and (L) edequate cff-street loading snd unlceding
gpace for trucks.

The Ong report recommended a Central Business District
subway for street cars and trolley coachee.

1946

During 1946, reports wers prepared for the bearings of the
"Collier—Burms" Commities of the Califomia legislature which
was investigating the State's highway needs, Thiaz Compittee's
Investigetions resulted in an increase in the gasoline tex and
ths freeway program.

JHTERREGIONAL, REGTONAT, METROPOLITAN PARKWAYS IN THE IOS
ANCELES AHEA was presented by the Los Angsles Wetropolitan Park-
way Imgineering Comnittes to the Collier-Burns Committee in Murch,
1946, "in 194y, the los Anpelen Metropolitan Parlway Engineering
Comui.ttee was formed for the purpnse of advising the California
Major Highwmay Developmsnt Committes., It was composed of city
and planning enpineers of the City of los Angelsse, the County,
and the citles immedistely sdjoining Ios Angeles. The committen
conpilod a parkway plan {rom former official plans for the Ios
Angelss Metropolitan Ares which was unendmously sdopted by said
Comrittes on October 2, 1%hl. Early in 15L6, this Committee wam
expended by invitation to inclinde engineering representatives of
all cities within los Angeles County, and thereafter, on Febrvary




7, 1946, the plen adopted in October, 19Lk was unanimously
approved by the expended commities." This report recommended
freeway routes and gave economic date and estimated cost.
There was no reference to rail rapid transit. One of the
recomnendations was "The parkways should be designed to serwva
as the basic elements of a rapid transit bus system which it
is eslimated will increase the economic value of the parkways
by 1C0 percent.®

1546

One of the supplementa to "Transit Study—19LL", was
PARKWAY TRANSIT 1LINES IN THE CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT, pub-
Tished in 1945 Dy the Central Business Listrict Association.

1946

TBANSIT F\CILITY TMPROVEMENTS was presented by the Central
Business District Association o Naugment the Report made by the
Ios Angeles Metropolitan Parkway Engineering Committes”, te ihe
Collier-Burne Committee. This report stressed the importance of
the East By-Pass and the incorporation of rails thersin (with
commestion to the Sixth and Main Street terminsl of the Pacific
Electric Railway). This report slso discussed terminal facil-
ities in the Central Business District.

1946

LOS ANGEILES PARKWAY AND TRANSIT SYSTEM, prepared by the
Central Businuss District Assoclation, compared the recommend=
ations of several previous reports and showed, on maps, the
routes recomended by each.

1947

A repori entitled, THE 1OS ANGELES TRAFFIC AND TRANSIT
PROBLEM, was prepared in 1947 Dy the Regional rlanning end
fevelopment 3ection of Town Hall.
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1947-48

In 1947 and 1940, the Metropoliten Traffic and Trangit
Committee of the Loy Angeles Chamber of Commsrce developsd a
rail rapic transit plan and drafied emebling State legislation—
which was introduced in the Legislature but did not get out of
Committee—for the formation of a tremsit dietrict. The transit
plan, sccording to the Committee, wae intended only to be represent-
ative of the plans which might be possible and to demonstrate
economic feasibility of & reil rapid transit network. It wes not
intended to be presented as the plam with which a tremsit district
would proceed; however, it was largely so interpreted, This plan
was developed by a group of lLos Angeles engineera, thoroughly
fymildar with local conditions, representing various public and
private agencies and the transit companies. Two reports were
presented, BASIC DATA FOR FORMATION OF RAPID TRANSIT ACTICH GROUP
and RATL RAPID TRANGIT. The former deall With the recommendstions
of previous reporis, sed forth the need for rail rapid transit in
freeways and outlined the scope of the study of the Rapid Transit
Action Group, The latiter was & promptional booklet pregenting tha
program. HRail operation was recommended on the following paricweye:
Santa ¥onica, Olymplc (might be bus), Inglewood, Harbor, Remona,
East By-Fass and portions of Hollywood. The following routes
would operate in private right of way: to Long Beach and San
Padro, to Bellfliower, to Pasadens and Moarovia and to Burbank and
Glendale. For the Central Business District, recommendations were
8 rail line f{rom Sixth and Hain to the East By-Pass, expansion
of the Hill Streeit Subway Station, a Brosdway subway, and ped-
estrian subways connecting the Broadway subway with HEill gnd
Spring Streets at each statien,

Estimated total coat, including adjustmente to exiabting oper-
ators to cover capltal losses caused by the installation of rail
rapid iransit service, but excluding rolling stock, was estimated
o ba §309,68%,000,

Oross snnusl passenger revenue of $59,150,000 wss estimsted.
This, lesa §7,700,000 collected for operators supplying connect-
ing service, left $51,450,000. This sum equalled the estimated
expenses, which included $12,180,000 taxas.

Financing through Repid Transit District bonds was recommend-
e8¢, with bond issues to be approved by ths people.

1948

The September-October, 1948, issue of TRAFFIC, published by
the los Angeles Traffic Association, "prasente some of the resulis




of a canvase of firme and individuals wndertsken in order %o
cbtain data upon epecific traffic problems dally encowntbersd
by those doing business in the Los Angeles Metropoliten Areas

"erious non-governmental groups and agencies wers request-
ed to obterin from their members the prireipel difficuliies of

each one brought about by the inability of the present traffie
handling {acilities to pexrmit vehicles of all types tc flow

freely and rapidly throughout the area.

"It was not expected that the inquiry would uncover a
great amount to expert lmowledge or findings related to the
overall traffic problem, The alm was to get to the bottom of
the constant complaints written or voiced by business interests

and professional residents of los 4ngeles concerning operation
of our traffic facilities of 2ll forms end conditions,”

1948-49

The Pacific Electric Bailway, a Southern Pacific subsidlary,
and the Public Utilities Commiseion of Califeornia have been in-
volved for several years in the problem of improving the company’s
service. The Commission has ordered wajor improvements in rail
facilities and service, while the company has sought to replace
rail passenger service by busses. The situation is complicated
by the fact that, whersas the passengsr service has been opar-~
ated at a substantial loss, the freight service (distribution
network in this area for Southern Pacific) hes been profitable,
although not sufficient %o show an overzl] profit,

OQut of this situation has come a serdes of reports dealing
with Pacific Electric operations, prepsred by: (1) the Public
Utilities Cormission, (2) a consultant, A. G. Jenkins, for Pacific
Electric, and (3) Public Service Survey for the Pacific Electric.

NOTE: Three reports not included-—<because they were made for
private organizations or are egsentially local in scope—
are:

1. AN ECONOMIC STUDY OF ROLLYWOOD, 1938, University of
Southern California, bureau of Business Research.




2. REPORT QN A CITY-WIDE TRAFFIC SURVEY AND PROPOSED
. e, 1939=3j0, Works Projects
- Administration.

3. CUSTOMER TRAFFIC CHECK, August, 1947, for long
Beach Realtors, Asscciated, by American Research
Service.
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AN
ECONOMIC SURVEY OF HOLLYWCOD

University of Southern California
Bureau of Business Ressarch

1938

ds a part of an overall economic survey, the home addresses
of automobiles parked off-sireet were secured snd interviews were
conducted with a number of shoppers over & period of some ten
days., The report does nct give the total number of imnterviews
conducted, but does prasent in graphic form percentage distri-
bution from l-mile squares in the area, and also an indication
in grephic form of the predeminant mode of transportation.

Thias data is valuable from a general patiern relationship
only.

TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORTATION SURVEY

Jity of los Angeles
1939

An intensive study of origin and destination of mass traneit
pasasengers constitutad a main part of this study. Questionnaires
were completed by some 427,000 users of mass transportation.
These were classifisd into districts as outlined in the report.

Spot maps of origin were developed for the Los Angeles Central
Business District, Follywood Business District and Wilshire-Western
Buginess District, and appear in the report.

Cnly the principal transit systems were covered in this
survay, and arees such as Santa Monica, Culver City, San Pedro,
Iong Beach, Pasadena snd Glendale, where local systems were in
operation, are not included.

There was some dsta collected on industrial employees, but
the sample is extremely smsll and probebly not indicative of any
pattern, particularly in view of more complete date being aveilable
in 1942,



REPORT ON A

CITY-NIDE TRAFFIC SURVEY
and
FROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS

Glendale, California
1939=1940

In Auguat, 1939, records were made of cars parked at the
curb in the Central Business District of Glendale and regig=
tration addresses werc obtained for some 12,86l cars, The
distribution of these outside the City of Glendale was by post=
office rather than by street address,with the result that exact
origin is difficult to obtain and it is not possible to compare
this data to other sinilar data.

A map showing distribution appears on page 108 and support-
ing tabular data is on pages 140-143 of the report.

BUSINESS DISTRICTS

Regional Planning Commission

In the fall of 1941, the Regional Planning Commission made
detailed studies of four typical business districts: Los Angeles,
Iong Beach, Pomona and Westwood Village. License numbers of cars
parked either on-street or off-street were obtained in each
area., The California licenss numbers were processed by the
records of the Motor Vehicle Department and registration address
assumed as point of origin with thes business district the point
of destination,

These data were distributed to the same residence zones used
in the Railroad Commission Survey of April, 1942. The summary of
these data is as follows:

DISTRIBUTION OF ORIGIN OF ALL PARKED VERICLES

108 10NG WESTWOOD
From ANGELES BEACH POMONA VILIAGE
Number €  Number 2 Number $ Number &

TOTAL
Number p 2

Normal Trad- 110,927 89.5 25,40 89,2 5,088 91.3 9,L9% 91.9
ing Area

Oﬁher Califor- 7,596 2,031 329 Li2 10,368

nia Counties l ) 1 I
].005 j 10:18 80? 8:11 ’10:'!1.

Qut of State g.431 } 1,058 156 ) L,26 7:071

Total 123,954 28,529 S:5T3 19,332 168,388
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VEHICLES FROX METROPOLITAN ARZA OHLY

108 ANABLES LONG BEACH
Qulgin
in Miles Bumber Percentage dunber ‘ Percentage
From oi of Cums of of (ame
Study Avea Czrs Total Ilative Cars Totel lative
0= 95 66,519 60.0 60.0 15,70 61,8 61,8
510 29,827 26.5 86,9 4428 1Tk 792
10“15 93326 Boh 9563 13609 6»3 85:-5
15-20 3760 3.k 98,7 2,3 8.4 93.9
20-30 1,153 1.0 99.7 1,398 5.5 99l
Over 30 342 0.3 100.0 152 0.6 100.0
Total 110,927 25,140

POMONA FESTHOOD VILLAGE
origin
in Hiles Number Percentage Number Percentage
From of of Caum-~ of of Gt~
Study Ares GCars Total lative Carsa Total lative
0= 5 3,17 62 624 6,215 65.5 65.5
€10 1,007 19.8 82.2 1,872 19.7 @85.2
10-158 60 1.2 B3y 265 10.2 95.4
1520 120 2. 85.8 232 2.k 97.8
20=30 501 $.8 95.6 161 1.7 995
Qver 30 226 Lo 100.0 48 0.5 100.0
Total 5,088 9shSh

For purposes of studying ths use of parlking spacs; the parked
vehicles wore clasaified as all-dey parkers; 1.e¢,, parked befors
9:00 A.¥- and remaining ti)1 after L:00 P.M., with all others
classed as shord tims parkers., These classen wore assvmed 48
weparating the employee group and the shopping group. A summary
of all=day end short-time parkers by residence zones is svalleblae.

Theoretical vehicular traffic flow charte for the four
business districts were preparad, Thess appesr on pages 16 snd

17 of Business Districte=19lk, described on pags 16 of this summary.

I
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ESERGERCY TRERSPORTATION SURVEY

California Railroad Commlseion

April, 1942
&

This survey was mede primarily for a study of the trans-
portation problem of employees in industrisi plants which wers
prime contractors of the armed forces. It was made prior to
the time most of the plants reached peak employmant.

The aurvey included place of employment: place of residence,
by zone and mode of trausportation for approximately 50,000
employees. There were 102 residence zonus in los Angeles County,
10 in Orsnge County and 15 in Riverside and San Bernardine Countiles,

In sdditdion, thas place of employment and place of rasideacs
by zones were sscured nn an additional 59,000 cmployeed.

Jvuat prior to the time of this survey, Lockbeed Aircvralt
Company and Celifornla Shipbuilding Company had mads similar surveys
of their employses, covering some 52,01 and 21,285 employess,
respectively. While the same residence zones were not used, it
was posgible to converi tho data to the seme base used in the Rail-
read Commlssion Survey.

A suovery of the distribution of a total of spproximstely
222,000 employees working in 58 industrisl districts is available.
Dateil deta ocn moat of the plants is alsou available-

Wiere mode of tranaportation data was aveilabls, the average
logding per sutomoblle was 1.5, and ths auto was vsad by approx—
1mately 055 of those reporting.

While some of the data reflect wartime conditions, the gen-

eral pattem of digtribution of the residence of employees as
related to placa of employment is still applicable.

CUSTONER TRAFFIC CHECK

Conducted for
Long Beach Retailers, Assccisted

August, 15LT
A report prepared by the American Rezearch Service, 4Ol West

Olympic Bivd., Ios Angeles &, entitled, "Customer Traffic Check
Conducted for long Beach Hetailerz' Associated" contains purs




origin and destination data that will be very useful. This

, made in the Long Beach reteil district for three days
d:ndng Auguet, 1947, contains the following date for 30,000

shoppers:

8, Zones in and around long Beach used as pointse of origin
of ths 30,000 shoppers answering interview questions.

b, Total shoppers from each zone for the 3-day period.

¢, Zone of origin of shoppers by shopping days.

do HMode of transportation used by shoppers by zones and

days.

e, Origin of shoppers at 27 major stores.

f. Origin, mode of transportation of shoppers by days,in
detall, for each of the 27 major stores.

SUMMARY OF DATA AVAILABLE

FROM

TRANSIT COMPANIES AND SCHOOLS

Twenty-eight tranait companiee serving almost all of the metro-
politan area of los Angeles County were contacted in order to ascer-
tain what data they had which could be used in an origin and destin-

ation atudy 5

Practically no origin and destination data as such exists and
where it is to be had, the information will only cover a period of
one or two days and will be for one or two lines rather than for
the whole system. HHowever, nearly every company has line load data,
usually given for each route by months. Maps and schedules are
available for all lines contacted although revisiona are made con-

tinuously.

The following table gives the name of each company contacted
end shows what date they have sent to the Regional Plaaning Com~
migsion where it is available for study.

Name of Company

1, Asbury Rapid Tranait
2. Bay Citles Transii

3. Belvedere Transit Inc.
L. Benton Bus Lines

Line Ioad Data Each

Meps Schedules Route by Months
X X £

X

X
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Line Ioad Data Each
Name of Company ¥aps  Schedules Route by Honths

Y. Crosstown Bus Lines
6. Culver City Municipal

Bug Lines b4 X
7. Foster Transit Company X b 4 X
8, Gardena Municipal Bus
9. Glendale City Lines X

10. Highland Transit
11, Holbrook Transit Company
12, Tnglewood City Lines X X
13. Landier Transit Compeny X
U, los ingeles Transit Co, _
15, Iong Beach City lines X X
16. Montebello Municipal Bus
ILines

17. Pacific Electric
180 P&S&d&ﬂa City Lineﬂ, Ine. X X
19. Semtae Monica Municipal
- Bug lLines X
20, Southern Cities Transit
2l. South los Angeles Transit

Company
22, Sean Pedro Hotor Bus Co.,
23, Shoreline Transit Ine.
2i. Sunset Stages
25. Terminal Island Transit

Company X
26, Torrance Uunicipal Bus Lines
27, Valley Translt Linss
28, Whittier Municipal Bus Lines

b D B S S

The Pacific Electric has made some origin and destination studies
on four of their lines, namely: Oak Knoll, Venice Short Line, Monrovia,
and the Santa Ans Lins. The gquestions were such that a detailed pic=
ture would not be too reliable., Uaforitunately, the information was
left in its original siate and has not been summarized except as line
load data. Maximm load data 3is available on every line for every
trip made each day. This consists of 2 passenger count at certain
fixed locstions where,it ie believed, will be found the maximum nusber
of riders on each trip. In addition io thie information, there are
numerous aspot checks made for particular studies.

The los Angeles Transit Compsny hss not mede any origin and
destination studies. ILine load data is available for each route in
the system and it is compiled on a monthly and, sometimes, on a weekly
basis, As has been done on the Pacific Electric, there are &leo spot
checka made for individuel studies in cornection with scheduling or
rate increases.

In addition to information that cen be found in the various
trensit companies, there is available a certain amownt of data in some




of the junior colleges and universities which might be used,
Generally, it consists of the students’ home address classified
by either postal zones or high school districts.

Where trip data is not available at the Regional Plamning
Commission, it can generally be picked up from work records of

the transit companies or schools, although this will entail
quite & bit of work.



OTHER AVAILABLE

TRAFFIC SURVEY DATA
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B,

TRAFFIC VOLUMES

1, California Division of Highways

20

3o

o

53

2o Amual traffic comt in mid-July--Sunday and Mondey—
st approximately 80 ztations

be l6=hour counts for seven days in January amd July
at two atations

¢o lé~hour comtis on mid-Nondey of esch month at 6 staiions

do Spot traffic counts

Reglonal Planning Commiassion, County of loz Angeles
a, Scattered traffic counts, 1938=39

b. (See previously listed traffic surveys)

Traffic Engineering Department, (ity of Los Angeles
2, Annual cordon count, Gentral Business Districh
b, Annusl traffic counts at thres stations

¢. &pot traffic counis

City Engineering Department, Burbsnk

2. Volume counts available in numerical form from which
flow chart for major stiresta conld be developed.

City of Beverly Hills

a. The 1948 report by Harland Bertholomew snd Assoclates,
%A Report Upon Streets, Parking, Zoning, Clty of
Beverly Hills®, contains congiderable traffic wolume
deta.

SPEED AND IEIAY

1.

20

Traffic Engineering Department, City of los Angeles

8, A tso-man crew is continuously in the field obitain-
Ing this type of information.

Department of Public Utilities and Tramsportation, City
of Ios Angeles

2, Data rslsting to transit vehicle running times.,
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Do

PARKING SUEVEYS

1. City of Pasadena

2. City of Alhambra

3, City of Glendale

i, Downtown Businesemen's Association

5. City of Beverly Hills

6o Automobile Club of Southern California

a. 1949 parking survey——no published report, but
article appears in "Civil Engineering".

SURVEYS WHICH CONTAIN SOME TRAFFIC SURVEY DATA, FOR
INDIVIDUAL COMMUNITIES OR PARTICULAR TYPES OF AREAS
1. Automobile Club of Southern Califormia
8. Culver City
b. Huntington Park
‘¢: Maywood
d, MNonrovia
@. South Pasadena
f, Whittler
2, City of los Angeles
2. The report entitled, RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF
THE 10S ANGELES AREA SHORELTNE, by Madigen-Hylsnd,
consuliing engineers of New lork, contains traffic

volums and origin-destination information relating
to beach visitors.




SUMMARY OF TRANSIT SURVEYS
PREPARED BY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ADNMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
OF THE
COUNTY OF T0S ANGELES

There have been innumerable surveys made at the
cost of the taxpayers as well as of private business inter-
ests. In the following pages appear summaries of each such
survey. These surveys all tend to come up with the same
answer: practically all the firms, groups of firms, the
California Public Utilities Commission, consultants, and
others appear to be in agreement that there should be rail
rapld transit as well as bus service and the uvtilization
of freewvays.

In the selection of an engineering er other con-
cern to make another transit survey, it is believed that
weight should be given to the data which have already been
collected.

There 1s a belief also that the study of origin
and destilnation, if required in order to determine a plan,
should be made by government and not be a part of the cost
of the survey. :

While $300,000 has been appropriated by the Board
of Supervisors for surveys, engineering or otherwise, 1t
has not been appropriated solely for the transit survey.
It 1s the opinion of the office of the Chief Administrative
Officer that the scope of the transit survey and plan should
be presented to the University Presidents' Committee so as
to enable consideration »f the amcunt of the fee to be justi-
fled.

The office of the Chief Administrative Officer
has followed this custom in the past, particularly with
regard to audits, suggesting that the various concerns in-
dicate the scope. This method has saved the taxpayers vast
sums 1in the past. As the Chief Administrative Cfficer sees
this problem, there is the need to have a report and recom-
mendation on a plan, and any engineering concern will have
made available to it the reports of the City of Los Angeles
as well as the detailed reports and data obtained at much
cost by the California Public Utilities Commission.



Title of Report: Basic Dats for Formation of Rapld Transit

Aetion Group (Colt Report).

By Whom Made: Mass Transportation Subcommittee, Metropolitan

Traffic end Transit Committee, Los Angeles
Chamber of Commerce.

Date of Report: August 22, 1947.
Area Reported On: Metropolitan Area

This report recommends in brief that a2 repid rail transportation
system be established in the center of expressways and that a full-
time action group composed of all parties interested be established.

The
(1)

(2)

(3)

The

reasons for the recommendations are:

Rail rapid transit (the movement of people over substantial
distences within a metronolitsn area in cars or tralns on
rails free from any intersecting traffic) would:
(A) Move more people in one center of =2n expressway than
a 10-lane exoressway for autos or two 4-lane
expressways for busses.
(B) Eliminate congestion in downtown streets. If busses
or street cars alone are used, twice as many are
needed as at present. (1,300 as compared to 760.)
(C) Be cheaper to construct than subwzy, elevated or
expressway devoted entirely to autos.
(1) The initisl cost of a center strip rsil
line is cheaper then an elevated, open cut
or subway. ($1,165,000 per mile as compared
to $9,000,000, $3,650,000, =2nd$2,500,000 per
mile respectively.i
(11) The cost per passenger mile is $135 for rail
rapld transit in a center strip 2s compared
to busses ($250 per passenger mile) and private
autos ($565 per passenger mile.)

Rapid rall transpvortation has been installed in most =11
large cities and is necessary to prevent the disintegration
of the metropolitan sarea.

Rapid rail trsnsportation has been recommended by all past
studies.

subcommi ttee recommends development of plans for rapid rail

transit immediately on the following expressways: The Santa
Monica-Hollywood Parkway, the East By-Pass, the Santa Monica
Parkway west of the intersection with the Hollywood Parkway,

the
the
for
(1)
and
th

P

use

Inglewood Parkway, the Harbor Parkway to 116th Street, znd
Olympic Parkway. Several downtown subways would be used
distribution of passengers. The Traffic Clinic recommended:

2 subway under Broadway for trains from the Olympic, Inglewood
Harbor Parkways; (2) B subway under Spring Street for
following street car lines: Nos. 5, 7, 8, 9, W, ¥, and

(3) Trains from the velley: Santa Monica, and Hollywood would
the present Hill Street Terminal, and (ﬁ) A11 northern and

-2~ it e



Basic Data for Formation of Rapid Transit Action
Group (Colt Report) - (cont.)
Page 3

southern Pacific Electric trains would use the East By-pass
into the Ath Street Mein Terminal,

Immediate action is necessary on repid rail transit on the
Hollywood Parkway snd East By-pass because the State is
scquiring land and building them now.

The committee points out the high cost of private financing

due to risk and interest rates and the lower cost of public
financing. They point out that public finsncing has been

used in part in New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, and Boston
where privete financing was used at the beginning, but publie
financing was necessary later for expanslon. They suggest bond
issues tc be amortized over 40 years ass the method of financing
the cspitel investment, but point cut that the urgency of the
situation requires irmmediste action so 2 loan from the City of
Los Angeles 18 necessary in the interim before a bond i1ssue can
be approved. They believe the rapid transit would attract
enough riders to be self -supporting.

The balance of the report outlines the duties of the rapid
transit group to: (1) recommend a master plan, (2) recommend
feeder lines (busses) =2ni terminal facilities, and (3) develop
the costs and financing,



Title of Report: City of Los Angeles, Recommended Program for Improve
ment of Trensportation and Traffic Facilities in the
Me tropolitan Aresa.

By Whom Made: Consultants: De Leuw, Cather & Co., Chicago; Harold
M. Lewis, New York; Joe R. Ong, Cincinnati.

To Whom Made: Mayor and City Council of Los Angeles.

Date of Report: December, 1945,

Area Reported On: Los Angeles Metropolitan Area.

This report specifically recommends that provision be made for
rapid transit by rail as well a3 motor coach: that modernization of
motor equipment on local transit lines be made promptly; that off-
street parking facilities be augmented =2nd improved; and that unifi-

cation of opermstion and of the fare structure be accomplished. Only
the first relates directly to the protlem of rapid transit.

The survey anticipstes an ultimate population of 6,000,000 persons
for Los Angeles County 2nd proposes 2 ten-year progrem for providing
adequate transportoation facilitles to suburban areas consistent with
thelr expected rate of growth.

Rail Rapid Transit: Wss recommended on the Hollywood, Santa Monica
Olympic, Inglewoocd, and Harbor Parkwszys. Also recommended continuation
of existing railrond operstion on private right of ways, now partially
grade separated, on the Long Beach, Pasadena, Glendora, and Covina

routes to the southeast, nortneast, snd east and the Glendale route
on the north.

Express Bus Operation: Has been recommended on several radial
as well as cross-town existing and proposed freeway routes where their
use would not be burdensome to vehioular traffic. Suggested ramp
layouts are indicated to provide adequate passenger loading facilities.
The routes proposed on which traffic is now sufficient to warrant
express operation include the following: Allesandro Parkway,
Crenshaw Parkway, Glendale Parkway, Normandie Parkway, Sants Ana
Parkway, Slauson Parkway and Whitnall Parkway. Ten additional express
routes are proposed to be developed a2s population needs warrant.

The survey further trests related problems to rapid transit with
speecial emphasis on expressway design; connections with the central
business district, traffic movement within the central business
district, and one-way street routing.

The authors concurred that the actual problem and its solution
had been well treated in =2 1939 report of the Transportation Engineerin
Board, and the 1944 transit study of the Central Business District
Association, summarized ss follows: "There 1s need for a vastly im-
proved transit and this should be brought about by: modernization of
equipment; development of 2 1limited number of repid transit trunk-
lines; the use of sections of the perkway system for transit, snd
gradual reduction of radisl local lines sccompanied by the installation
of additional crosstown service to provide 2 comprehensive network of
trensit lines serving the Importent outlylng ccmmereial centers and
also functioning as feeders to the rapid transit trunk-lines."

-



City of L.A., Recom. Program for Improvement of
Transportation and Traffic Facilities in the Me tropoliten Area (cont.)

Page 5

L Report by De Leuw, Cather and Company, Chlcago--
Recommendations for Immediate Action.

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

Purchase and operation of modern equipment on the entire
transit system regardless of present ownership.
Development of o master plen for rapid translt as required
by the City Charter.

Preparation of plans for the development of transit facilities
from time to time to keep pace with planning of parkways.
The plenning 2nd negotistion of an agreement for transit
unification.

Preparation of a specific plean for financing repld transit
and other necessary transportation improvements.

Planning and zoning new residentisl, commercial and
industrisl develcpments throughout the 2rea so as to
provide adequete facilities for transit parking, delivery
and shipment of goods, and free movement of passenger
vehicles.

2. Report by Hsrold M. Lewils, New Yoyi--
Coneclusions and Recommencsations.

(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)

(5)
(6)

(7)
(8)
(9)

The proposed parkwsy system is well planned and a start
on its construction is urgently needed.

Parts of the system should be designed to serve public
transportation. (Example: Hollywood Freeway.)
Constructlon program should give priority to those routes
which will relieve pressure in the downtown district.
Through-traffic willl benefit directly from the proposed
routes, and local business and residential areas will
benefit indirectly by reduction of congestion.
Expressways should be designed for moderate capacities
(comfortable and safe driving conditions) rather than
maximum capecities that occur under extreme pressures.
Proposed loops around the central business district will
double capacity of north and south routes and increase
capacity of east and west routes 63%.

The terminal problem is part of the expressway problem
end must be planned with 1it.

Parks, playgrounds, #nd air fields ought to be located
along expressway rights-of-way.

Mep legislation should be =dopted to keep large buildings
out of rights-of-way.

£ Report by Joe R. Ong, Cincinnsti--
Summary.

(1)
(2)

Los Angeles has need for 211 three types of local trahsit
vehicles: street c2r, trolley coach, and motor bus.
The task 1s to coordinate them into an effective system.

...5...



City of L.A., Recom. Program for Improvement cof

Transgortation and Teaffic Facilities in the Metropolitan Area (cont.)
Page

(3) Steps need to be taken to relieve downtown congestion:
a) Underground street car terminal
b) Restriction of turning movements
¢) Elimination of street parking
d) Offset lanes
(e) Development of one-way streets

(4) Criterion of any solution should be number of people
benefitted rather than number of vehicles involved.

(5) To be 2 big city Los Angeles must be prepsred to spend
big mor.ey.



Title of Report: A Transit Program for the Los Angeles Metropolltan Arc

By Whom Made: Transportation Engineering Board, City of Los Angeles
(Lioyd Aldrich, Chairman; K. Charles Bean:; Stone 2nd
Webster Engineering Corp.; Madigen-Hyland, Consulting
Engineers)

To Whom Made: Mayor Bowron

Date of Report: December 7, 1939

Are=a Reported On: Entire Los Angeles Metropolitan Ares

BASIC PROGRAM AND RECOMMENDATIONS

(1) Non-stop express highways sre required for private and public
passenger vehicles.

(2) Grade separations to be constructed only where intensive use
Justifies high cost.

(3) Rapid transit busses and surface trensit fscilities should be
well coordinated.

(4) A1l transit operations to be under common management in which
the public interest is continuously represented.

(5) Rapid roil transit will be necessary for the heaviest lines of
travel.

CONCLUSTIONS

(1) "As far as mass transportation is concerned, the ultimate
solution of the rapld transit problem in 2 large and densely
populated area can be found only in r2il rapid transit, and there
is no doubt but that such 2 solution will eventually be necessary
in portions of the Los £Angeles Metropoliten area."

(2) "In the intermediste stogze . . . & satisfactory alternative is
available, because the provision of express highways and the
operation of suiteble busses thereon makes 1t possible to provide
the desired rapid trsnsit simultaneously for both private and
public types of transportation.”



Title of Report: 4 Rapid Transit System for Los Angeles, California
By Whom Made: Donald M. Baker, Consul¥ing Engineer
To Whom Made: Central Business District Assoclation

(J. F. Lartorl, President; Fred L. Mowder, Secretary)
Date of Report: November 15, 1933
Area Reported on: City of Los Angeles and surrounding ares

This is considered an important study. It includes much basic
data end many recommendstions used subsequently. Although 16 years
0old, many of the basic concepts of the report are still applicable.

Need for Further Transit Development Including Rapid Transit

The vicious spiral, rail riders to autos, mere autos, more con-
gestion, slower rail schedules, and 2gain more rall riders to autos,
eventually leads to grade separations and elevated, or subway transit.

Plan of Initial Rapid Transit Routes Proposed

Initial development is for immediate (1933) needs and will serve
as framework for future development through grade separations, subways,
and elevated structures.

Plan consists of four routes from Los Angeles:

El Pasadena and Sen Gabriel Valicey

2 Southeastern and southern portion of the Metropoliltan
aree (Whittler to San Pedrc).

(3) West Los Engeles and Santa Monica Bay region (Redondo to
Santa Monica).

(4) San Fernando Valley, Burbank and Glendale.

Effect of Proposed Rapid Transit Lines

fl; Use of autos to and from the central area will be reduced.

2 Use of downtown streets by P.E, R.R. will be reduced with
resulting better service.

(3) Combining streetcar lines with rapid transit lines will
Increase riding because of faster service.

(4) Crowding on lines now fed by certain bus lines will be
reduced and the short haul riders will be increased.

(5) Bus lines competing with streetcars should be used as
feeders to the rapid translt lines.

(6) The use of steam railway lines by busses is only remotely
possible.

Method of Financing

Combination of (2) federal grant under the National Industrial
Recovery Act, and (b) bond issue. Bond issue would be retired in
40 years (1935-1974). Total cost of project was estimated (1933) at
$37,200,000. Whether application for federal grant and loan is to
be made by Clty of Los Angeles or some other public agency is a
matter of public policy.




Title of Report: "Report on Engineering and Economic feetures of

Passenger transportation Operations, Service and
facilitles on the: Pssadena Short Line, Pasadena
Osk Knoll Lina, Monrovia-Glendors Line, Slerra
Medre Line, Sierra Viste Local Line, and the
Baldwin Park Ldne of Pacific Electric Rallway

Company"

By Whom Made: Arthur C. Jenkins, Consulting Engineer

To Whor.» Made: Mr, O, A, Smith, President, Pacific Electric Railway
Company

Date of Report: January 15, 1949
Lrea Reported On: Los fngeles Metropolitan Area

GENERAL
This

report compares present reil operations with: (2) rail

operations with one-men P.C.C. cars =2nd (b) with modernized motor
coach operations. :

Salient Conclusions

(1)

(2)
(3)

(4) .

(5)

The greatest measure of benefit in the aggregate to both
the public 2nd the Company will be possible through
substitution of motor coaches 7or rall cars on the Northern
District Line.

There is no hope that development in the area served will
ever produce sufficient revenue to Justify continued rsil
passenger operaticn on the lines involved.

The traffic stimulscing possibilities, if any, of new P.C.C.
type cars would probably not surpass those of modern motor
coaches.

The shorter service life of motor coaches will make it
possible to provide the public with new equipment of most
late design or more frequent intervals then would be
possible if rail cars with much longer serviece lines were
to be used.

Neither this cerrier nor any other can reasonably be
expected to preserve rall lines that are persistently
operated at heavy deficits for the purpose of insuring the
public of the aveilability of right-of-ways for raill rapid
transit line thet may never materialize. If such preservatio
i1s to be effected by public desire then it should be
accomplished through expenditure of public funds.

Recommendations

Made

in pursuance of the afore-mentioned conclusion,



Title of Report: Report on Engineering and Economic Features of

Passenger Transportstion Operations, Service and
Facilities of the Western District, P.E. Rall
Lines Subway - Santa Monica Blvd. - W, Hollywood -
Sen Fernando Valley Subway ~ Hollywood Blvd. -

San Vicente Blvd. - Glendsle - Burbank and

Sen Fernando Valley Motor Coach Line of Pacifie
Electric Raillway Company

By Whom Made: Arthur C. Jenkins, Consulting Engineer
To Whom Made: Mr. 0. A. Smith, President, P2cific Electric Railway
Company

Date of Report: Janus»y 31, 1949
Avea Reported On: Los Angeles Metropolitan Ares

The recommendaticns as made in the report provide for moderniza-
tion of operations through rearrangement of rail service 1n part,
replacement of rail service by motor cosches in part and transfer of
San Fernando Valley local motor coach lines to another carrier.

Salient Conclusions

(1)

(2)
(3)

(4)

Due to the substantial financial losses incurred on the
Western District pesssenger lines of Psciflc Electric, it is
essentlial that lmmedi~te steps be taken to reverse these
logses by establishing 2 type of service that can be
operated on a profitable basis.

Uncder the proposed plan the necessary expenditures for track
reconstruction willi be reduced by $2,217,000.

In view of present earning conditions, the Company should
not be expected to retein rail facilities in the expectation
of thelr possible future use in connection with rail rapid
transit. Preservation of rail lines for: such purposes, if
considered to be necessary, should be the responsibility of
the public and not the company.

In view of the 1ndustry-wide trend in mass transportation
awvay from transit vehicles to the private asutomobile, there
is no probability that San Fernando Valley will even be in

2 position to support rall passenger transportetion on an
enduring and profiteble basis beyond North Hollywood.

Recommenda tions

Specific recommendntions in pursuance of foregoing conclusions.

=10~



TrrLE OF REPORT: ENGINEERING AND [l\CONOMIC FEATURES OF
PassencErR TrRansPorTaTION OPERATIONS,
SERVICE, AND FACILITIES ON THE SANTA
ANa LINE oF THE PAcIFIC ALECTRIC RAIL-

ROAD.
By Waom Mank: ArrrUR (C. JENKINS, CONSULTING ENGINEER
To Wmor Mapk: MR, O. 4. SmrrH, PRESIDENT OF PicIFIC
LLECTRIC
Dare orF REPORT: Janvary 31, 1949

ArRra REPORTED UpoONn: Los AnGcELEs Crry 70 Santa ANa

RECOMMENDATIONS

(1) THAT RAIL PASSENGER SERVICE BE DISCONTINUED ENTIRELY
ON THE SantT4 Awa LINE,

(2) THar "EZPEDITED PEAK-HOUR LINITED-SCHEDULE SERVICE'
BE ESTABLISHED BY MOTOR C0ACH BETWEEN L0S. ANGELES
AND Sanr4 ANa.

REASONS
1) PROFITABLE OPERATION OF RAIL SERVICE NOT POSSIBLE
ON THIS LINE.
(2) MoTorR COACH SUBSTITUTIONS WOULD MEAN A NET FINANCIAL
IMPROVEMENT oF $206,000 annvaLry.

o i I



TrrLE OF REPORT: Trarrrc--ConsTrucTION UNDER WAy IN
Drserrcr V11 or Srare Drivisrion orF HicH-
WAYS DURING 1948.

By Wmom Mapz: Los AnGELES TRAFFIC ASSOCIATION

To Wworm MapE: MemreERs oF L.4.TRaFFIC ASSOCIATION
D,TE OF RpPORT: Jan,, Fep., 1949
ArEa ReporrED ON: Drsrricr V11, Stars DiviSION OF HIGHWAYS.

SUMMARY

SaNT4a ANA PARKWAY $3,4€3,200
HovrLywoop Parkway 9,804,400
Arroyo SECO PARKWAY 808, 800

TeErmIvar IsvLanp 2,574,900
FEDERAL AID SECONDARY PROJECTS 699,700

IDGE Rours 4,522,000
HarBOR Parxway 382,000

OrerEr ProJEcCTs § §74 000

Torsr 31,209,000

g 0



Title of Report: Operations, Facilities, Organization, Financial
Status and Modernization Program of Pacific
Electric Railwey Company - Los Angeles, Calif,

By Whom Made: Arthur C, Jenkins, Consulting Engineer,
San Prancisco, California
To Whom Made: 0, A, Smith, President of Pacific Electric R. R, Co.

Date of Report: February 28, 1949
Area Reported On! Los Angeles & Adjoining counties,

Single issue in eyes of Pacific Electric is replacement of
money-losing rail passenger service with profitable motor coaches,
and if such is not done, service must be curtailed to outlying
communities,

Freight rates would have required 32% increase in 1947 to offset
passenger losses, and 49,5% to net a reasonable profit,

Gross annual combined revenue for 1948 was $34,300,000, and total
operating expenses approximated $31,000,000, not including $2,400,000
taxes, Approximately 124,000,000 passengzers are carried annually
over 433 r.r, miles and 853 miles of motor coach routes, About
8,800,000 car miles are operated annually in freight service,
20,900,000 motor coach, and 14,500,000 milss electric passenger car
service, Company operates 412 coaches, LL3 ypassenser rail cars,
1,284 freight cars, 51 freight locomotives, and employs approximately
5,460 pereons,

Net loss of $218,879 in 1945 caused application for increased
passenger fares, granted July 31, 1946, Net loss of $1,760,000
in 1947 caused second application for passenger rate increase,
granted effective Feb., 1, 1948,

Three motivating forces behind company's projected modernization
program are (1) losses from passenger transportaticn, (2) large
reconstruction costs for ccntinued rail operation, (3) impossibility
of profits from passenger rail service in future, Company should
not feel obligated to continue operating at loss in order to insure
the public of transportation service,

Study regarding major rehabilitation program indicatez that

annual losses of $2,017,500 can te converted to $750,000 profit,
with required facilities investment of $4,500,000, Continued rail
service would incur arnual lcsses of $2,000,000 and involve
$11,000,000 facilities improvements as ordered by Public Utilities
Commission,

In 1937 and 1938 the company applied for increased rates and P.U.C,
engineers made a thorough analysis of company's operations, after
which P,E., began a comprehensive modernization program, dealing
mainly with railway passenger linss,

P,U.C, made another thorough investigation of company in 1947-U48,
and set down certain recommended improvements in facilities and
service, after which company began a major systemwide modernization
and rehabilitation study early in 1948, Thie report dealt with the
following factors:

(1) Service standards and load factor

(2) BService standards and traffic volume

(Cont., )
= 19=



Title of Report: Operations, Facilities, Organizetion, Financial Status
and Moderanization Program of P, E. Railway Co., L. A.,
Calif,

Page 2

(3) Revision of schedule bureau

(4) 7Field supervision and dispatching

(5) Division superintendence

(6) Shop personnel

(7) Operational personnel

(8) ZExecutive personnel

(9) Labor time and cost studies

(10) Account elements

(11) Public relatione

(12) Ecoromies through personnel reduction

(13) Substitution of motor ccaches for rail cars (Mot one rail line
is now operated at a profit).

(14) One-man car operation, (Company favors this technique)

(15) Rail feeder lines from downtown L, A, were considered unsatis-
factory and costliy,

(16) Off-street terminals——-to prevent congestion by their added
number in downtown L, A, for motor coaches, company would use
existing rail routing and facilities

(17) Abandonment of non-profitable lin¢s -—with one exception, no
existing services would be sbandored

(18) Rearrangement of motor ccach routes--a study should be made of
this problem as soun as possible

(19) Consolidation and relocation of shops—-motor coaches would re-
quire less shop area,

(20) Maintenance and painting of equipment and facilities

(21) Operating procedure at I, A, terminzls——much improvement needed

(22) Rail equipment assignment--wooden body cars are being eliminated;
intend to use three types of rail cars

(23) Application for increase in fares--common practice to apnly for
increased rates when company operates at loss,

(24) Bliminate inter-company transfers

(25) Eliminate inter-carrier affiliations

(26) Eliminate commission agents and station agencies

(27) Possible consolidation of lccal and interurban rail service at
night,

(28) Safe of P.E.'s L, A, local lines--so company could concentrate
on urban and interurban service

Summary

Main emphasis thus far has been study of individual rail lines with
view to replacements with motor coaches. San Fernando rail and local
motor coach lines are now operated at loss of $2,017,504 per year.
Elimination of rail lines for motor coaches and sale of local coach
lines will give annual profit of $750,000, OCurrently 330 rail cars
and 94 motor coaches are used; proposed to operate only 96 rail cars
and 293 motor coaches,

In defense of replacing rail lines with motor coaches, report cites
a dozen more cities where coaches are operating successfully, and
contend that motor coaches will not aggravate traffic congestion., They
cite San Francisco, Oakland and Los Angeles where transit vehicles are
2.4, 9.0 and 13.0% of total vehicles in downtown areas, respectively.

- es S



TrTLE OF REPORT: TrRarrIC MaGAZINE

By Wwom MapEk: Los ANGELES TRAFFIC ASSOCIATION
To Wmorm MapE: Los ANcELES TRAFFIC .ASSOCIATION
Dare oF REPORT: Marca-APRIL, 19489

ArREs RpporTED On: Los Awgeres Merroporrtan, L.4. Counry,

SUMMARY

(1)

(2)

(3)

Orance County, VENTUR4A COUNTY.

THIS REPORT PRESENTS INFORMATION ON THE PROGRESS OF
ST74aTE HrcHway CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM IN Drstrrcr V1l
AND THE HoLLywooD PARKWAY ESPECIALLY.
ToraLs FOR CONSTRUCTION IN THE 1945-50 FISCAL YEAR
ARE:
(4) Toran coNsTRUCTION IN STATE - $69, 703,000
() For Rrcur or Way - 17,701,500
ConsTRUCTION ProPOSED IN DrstrIictT V11 DURING FISCAL
YE4R 1949-50.

(a) Sanra Anva Parkway (L.A.Co.) 1,960,000
(Orance Co.) 2,016,000
(B) Hornywoop Parkway 9,626,000
(¢c) Rumona Parxway 1,496,000
(p) HarBOR ParkwAy 616,000
(E) RicuT oF Way AcQUISITIONS
(L.4.Co.) 8,635,000
(Orance Co, ) 200,000
(Vewrura Co. ) 915,000
(r) Oreer ProJrcTs
(1) Los Anceres Co. 6,913,000
(2) Orawce Counry 17,000
(3) Vgnrura Counry 1,279,000
Torar $ 33,673,000

SihD=



TirLe oF REPORT: Non Propucrive Usk orF INVESTMENT, SCHEDULE
Man-Hour AnaLysIs anp TrarrIc DarTa

By Waom MapE: ARTHUR (. JENKINS, CoNSULTING 4ZNGINEER
To WuoM MaDE: Pacrric ALECcTRIC Rarnway CoMPaANY
DsTE OoF REPORT: May 9, 1949

THIs IS A GRAPHICAL PRESENTATION IN ITS ENTIRETY AND IS
NOT PARTICULARLY RELATED TO THE TRANSIT PLANNING PROBLEM, IT
SURVEYS THE NON PRODUCTIVE USE OF EQUIPMENT, PROJECTS AGGRE-
GATE PORTION OF TWENTY-FOUR HOURS VEHICLES ARE IN REVENUE
SERVICE AND ANALYZES DIRECT AND INDIRECT OPERATOR TIME.

THE STUDY APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN DEVELOPED TO SUBSTANTIATE
AN EXISTING OR INCREASED FARE STRUCTURE.

R (52



TrrLe oF REPORT: TrarFFIC - PrOGRESS OF STATE HIcHWAY
CoNSTRUCTION PROGRAM IN Drstrrcr V11

By Wwom MapE: Los ANGELES TRAFFIC ASSOCIATION
To Wuom MaDE: MenpERs OF L.A. TRAFFIC A5SOCIATION
DyrE oF RpPORT: JANUARY-FEBRUARY, 1948

Apes ReporTED ON: STarTeE DIV, OF HIGHWAYS, DIsTrRICT V11

Hrerway CONSTRUCTION UNDER waY IN Distrrcr V11 DURING

1947.
SUNMARY

SANT4A ANa PARKWAY wé, 243,300
HoLLywoop PaRKwAY 4,227,800
ArrRoYo SECO PARKWAY 1,185,700
HarBOR PaRKWAY 392,000
TErMINAL IsLanD 5,585,000
FEpERAL AID SECONDARY Provecrs 1,119,400
Oruer ProJECTS 6,999 000

TOTAL $23,722,200



Title of Report: Rail Rapid Transit
By Whom Made: The Rapid Transit Action Group, L. A. Chamber of

Commerce-Coordinator

Date of Report: TFebruary, 1948
Area Reported On: Los Angeles County

Recommendations:
(1) Rail Rapid Transit is a necessity because more people can be
moved by rail than by any other means,
(2) Center strip of planned freeways is best because of ecomnomy.
(3) Rail Operation recommended on following freeways.

A, ©Santa Monica Parkway

B, Olympic Parkway

C. Inglewood Parkway

D. Harbor Parkway

E., Ramona Parkway

¥, EFast By-Pass

G. Portions of Hollywood Parkway

(4) Bus.lines to act as feeders,
(5) Privete right—of-way routes

A, To Long Beach and San Pedre

B. 'To Beliflower via Sante Ana Line

C. To Pasadena and Monrovia

D, To Burbank and Glendale, operating into Hill St, Subway.

(6) Downtown Loz Angeles

A, Rail line in the East By-FPass to 6th and Main Terminal
from Aliso St. to Washington Bd,

B, OSubwzy in Froadway from Ord St. to 1lith St, with
connecticns into East lst St., Main St, via Broadway Fl,,
and to Harbor and Inglewood Parkways and possibly
Olympic Parkway.

C. ZXxpand Hill St., Subway Terminal for additional capacity,.

D, Pedestrian subwaye to connect the Proadway subway to
Hill and Spring Sts, at each Station,

(7) Rail cars to be designed for 50 mi., per hr, speed.

Findig%i;

(2)
(3)
(&)

Estimated Costs
A, Right of way $ 49,379,000
B, Construction, other than
track, including stations 222,414,000

C. Track, roading, and signals 27,892,000
D, Capital adjustment 10,000,000
TOTAL $309,685,000

Estimated annual Patronage - 220,500,000
Estimated annual net revenue $151,450, 000
BEstimated annual operation costs 51,450,000

Orzanization and Financing:

A district should be set-up with power to levy a tax of not more
then 5 cents on $100,00 of assessed value, Financing should be by bonds,

= IB =



TrrLE oF RgPORT: Rarv Rapip TRANSIT

By Wuom MaDE: Raprp TransIiT AcTION GROUP

To Wwuorm MaDE: Los AnceELEs CHaMBER oF COMMERCE
Dare oF RgpPORT: FeBruary, 1948

AREA RpPORTED: Los ANGELES MNETROPOLITAN
RrCOMMENDATIONS

(1) Thar 4 MerroponITAN RapIp TransiT DISTRICT BE
ESTABLISHED TO CONSTRUCT AND OPERATE 4 RaIL RAPID
TransiT SysTeEM IN THE LOS ANGELES AREA4A.

(8) THAT CONSTRUCTION BE FINANCED FROM A BOND ISSUE

(3) Twar rHE DISTRICT SHOULD BE ORGANIZED UPON THE
INITIATIVE OF CITIZEN PETITIONERS OR THE Bo4mrD oOF
SUPERVISORS.

(4) Tuar THE DISTRICT BE EMPOWERED TO REQUIRE PROPERTY
BY LEASE, PURCHASE OR CONDEMNATION; AND TO LEVY 4
TAX FOR ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSE, NOT TO EXCEED 5¢ IN
gacH $100,00 0F ASSESSED VALUE

(6) THar THE RAIL LINES BE CONSTRUCTED WITHIN THE CENTER
STRIP

Dara onN CoSTS OF THE FREEWAYS

(1) RigHT OF war $ 49,379,000
(2) CoNSTRUCTION,OTHER THAN TRACK 222,414,000
(3) TraCK, ROADWAY SIGNALS 27,892,000
(4) CaPITAL ADJUSTMENT 10,000,000
Toral $309, 685,000
ANTICIPATED ANNUAL OPERATING STATEMENT

IncomE
GrR0SS P4SSENGER RpvENUE $ 59,150,000
LEss CoNNECTING SERVICE REV. 7,700,000
$ 51,450,000

Ourco

Track MAINTENANCE $ 2,159,000
EqurpnENT 2,766,000
Powenr 1,750,000
TrarrIC 191,000
TRANSPORTATION 8,430,000
ADMINISTRATION & INSURANCE 5,232,000
DEPRECIATION & AMORTIZATION 11,082,000
TaxEes 12,180,000
OperaTING Renrs (NET) 2 000,000
INTEREST 5,650,000

$ 51,450,000
s



Title of Report: Traffic -~ Traffic Problems in Los Angeles
Metropolitan Area

By Whom Made: Los Angeles Traffic Association

To Whom Mades Members of L.,A., Traffic Association and Central
Business District Association

Date of Repcrt: Sept.-0ct., 1948

Area Reported On: Los Angeles Metropolitan Area

Results of a canvass of firms and individuals to obtain data
on traffic problems.

Also included are the suggestions of the firms and persons
complying with the request.

Provision of the area with rail rapid transit was the most
common suggestion. It was generally considered to be the most

serious problem facing the community. Both subways and over-head

systems were suggested as well as high-speed surface interurban
railways.

One-way streets were also suggested by a great many of the
replies. ’

More off-street parking spaces was another recommendation.

A Pershing Square garage was suggested by many.

2=
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Title of Report: A Report on Statistical Data and Trends Applying
to the Transit Industry of the United States

By Whom Made: Pacirfic Electric Railway Company, Arthur C. Jenkins
Consulting Engineer
To Whom Made: Public Utilities Commission of California

Date of Report: October 13, 1948
Area Reported On: United States

This report presents the trend of mass transportation in the
United States., The most significant facts presented are:

(1) Public transportation is almost entirely used by workers,
whereas before the advent of the.automobile recreation
seekers also used public transportation.

(2) This change has concentrated the largest number of riders
in two daily peak periods, and has caused considerable
trouble for transportation companies who are faced with
employing drivers on straight 8-hour shifts.

(3) The number of riders is declining proportionate to the
population. Revenuc is also declining.

(4) In order to avoid heavy fixed charges with a declining
revenue, transit companies have refinanccecd. When that did-
not give them sufficient relicf, they have abandoned tracks
and put in motor coaches whicin bring in more revenue in
relation to their initial investment.

(5) Rall transportation is very important in war time when
gasoline and tires are hard to get. Howcver the trend is
toward more busses and less rail transportation.

(6) Therc has besn heavy public investment in freeways which
aid motorists. Such a development has the effect of
reducing public transportatiocn consumption. At the same
time motorists are being subsidized, whilc users of mass
rail transportation must pay for thc cost of tracks.

(7) Operating income was lower in 1947 then in any year since
1932 studied. Costs in the meantime were at thc highest
level.

This report is primarily statistical. It contains charts and
graphs showing the trend in the industry for several years.



TrTLE OF HEPORT: LNGINEERING AND EcoNoMIC FEATURES OF
PasseEnGER TRaNsPORTATION OPERATIONS,
SERVICE AND FACILITIES ON THE VBNICE
SHORT LINE OF THE PACIFIC ELECTRIC

Rl Rc co-
By Waom MapE: Apraur (. JENKINS, CONSULTING ANGINEER
To Wrom MabDE: Mr. 0. 4. SMrTH, PRESIDENT OF THE P.KE.
DaTe oF RppoRT: Novemeer 30, 1948

ApEa REPORTED UPoON: LOs ANGELES METROPOLITAN JAREA

THIS REPORT SURVEYS THE ENGINEERING AND ECONOMIC 4SPECTS
OF PROVIDING PASSENGER TRANSPORTATION SERVICE BETWEEN LO0OS
ANGELES AND FEACH CITIES BY COMPARISON OF THESE METHODS:

(1) Vewnice SHORT LINE RAIL 4S5 AT PRESENT
(2) IEw TYPE ONE-MAN CARS
(3) Moror cCoaCHES

RECOMMENDATIONS

(1) THAT MOTOR COACHES BE SUBSTITUTED FOR RAIL SERVICE
AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE TINE.

RE4sONS

(1) To REALIZE 4 NET FINANCIAL IMPROVEMENT OF
$268,000 ANNUALLY AT PRESENT LOAD FACTORS.
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Title of Report: Pacific Electric's Modernization Plan

By Whom Made: Public Service Survey, Los Angeles, California
Date of Report: 1948

Areca Reported On: Metropolitan Los Angeles

This report supports the case of a private utility for immediate
transit modernization through bus transportation rather than improve
and expand existing rail facilities. The reoasons advanced by Pacific
Electric may be outlined briefly as follows:

(&)

(B)

(c)

(E)

The Pacific Electric is losing money.

The company has had only five profitable years since 1916.
During the year 1947, for example, Pacific Electric's total
operations resulted in a net loss, after taxcs, of $837,607.
It is the opinion of the company that their interurban rail
passenger operations cannot be converted to a profitable basis
even if complctely rebuilt and equipped with modern cars.
Total cost to Pacific Electric to rehabilitate rails, provide
new track facilities, and replace rail equipment would approxi-
mate $22,000,000. Conversion to busses to assure comparable
service would require an outlay of only $4,500,000.

The Nation-Wide Trend is to Busses.

In 1927, 87% of total transit passengers were carried by rail-.
13% by motor coach. In 1947, 48% were carried by rail and

52% by rubber-tired vehicles.

Causes of Traffic Congestion.

Of total vehicles entering downtown Los Angeles, by recent
check, 87% woere automobiles and 13% were transit vechicles.

One bus will carry as many passcngers as 30 private motor

cars (basis is 1.44 average passengers per car by reccent test)
Busses are not major contributors to the congestion problem,
Pacific Electric willing to abandon $8,000,000 rail investment
for the sake of modernization.

The matter of rapid rail transit as it relates to Pacific Electric!':
modernization plan:

Pacific Electric's modcrnization program reportedly will not in any

way interfere with the dovelopment of publicly owned rail rapid

transit. Problems, howcver, which confront rail rapid transit werc

outlined as follows:

(1)
(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

Estimates of cost rangec from $300,000,000 to $500,000,000.

No plan for financing such an cxpenditurc and operating such -
lines at a profit has becn advanced,

Rail rapid transit lincs in New York City, wherc the nation's
highest population density exists, have consistently operated
at a loss. The sprawling Los Angcles arca would reduce
passengers per milc operated to make a profitable operation
morc improbable.

There is strong opposition to rapid rail transit from many
quarters including Los Angclcs Realty Board, Gilmore Enter-
prises, etc,

The Rail Project 'is of considerablc magnitude and is opposed
by many as a "step toward socialism".

Rapid rail transit, if authorized, could not be put into
operation for from 10 to 12 ycars.



Title of Report: The Los Angeles Traffic and Transit Problem.
By Whom Made: The Reglonal Planning and Dovelopment Section.
To Whom Made: (Town Hall).

Date of Report: February, 1947,

Area Rcoported On: Primarily City of Los fAngeles

Permanent solution not possible until Los Angeles stops growin
and changing. '

Effective Use of Present Streets.
Eliminate on-street parking in downtown areas, one-way streets,
moving dividing lincs on boulevards during peak traffic hours,
eliminating left-hand turns at som¢ intersections, re-routing
some transit lines, staggering work hours.

Off-Street Parking
Deficiency of 10,000 to 12,000 off-strect parking spaces in
downtown area.
Private corporation to providc¢ 10,000 more¢ poarking spaces south
of 2nd Street; to buy, lease, and operate parking lots and
garages.
Pershing Square Garage to be built by a scparate corporation.
Patterned after San Francisco's Union Square Garage.
Zoning Ordinance of 1946 requires new buildings provide
minimum parking areas.
Creaticn of a Parking District Authority is possible. City
may condemn neceded land as last resort.

Freeways
System of by-passes around downtown area.

MASS TRANSPORTATION
Addition of 15% to cost of freeway program would provide for
right of way necessary for rail lines in dividing strip.
Gasoline taxes cannot be used for this.
Probablc necessity of one or morc subways in downtown area.

FINANCING OF FREEW.YS
Procecds of any added taxes for this purpose should be ear-
marked solely for the proposed program.
Provision should be made for allocation of proceeds within
counties in proportion to their auto registrations.
Should be modifications of prescnt restrictions dagainst use
of funds for nececssary mass transportation facilities.
Mass transportation facilities, part rail and part bus, must
be planncd in conjunction with freceway program,
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Title of Report: Case No. 4843: Report on Engineering Survey or
Operations and Facilities of Pacific Electric
Railway Company.

By Whom Made: Public Utilities Commission of California.

To Whom Made: To Commission for use in the Pacific Electric Railroad
case No. 4843.

Date of Report: June 16, 1947.

Area Reported On: Los Angeles and adjoining counties.

Situation surrounding this study indicates that while rates of fare have risen,
service and facility standards of Pacific Electric have not been improved; present
services offer no attractive competition to private auto; much of traffic now
transported oy company follows from necessity.

Study involved the contract with 31 communities served by Pacific Electric for
discussion of their transportation problems.

Revenue Passenger Vehicle Rev. per
Passengers Revenu2 Miles Passenger Bevenue Passengers
Year (1,000's) {1,000's) (1,000's) _(cents) Rail Bus Total % Bus

1927 88,170  $11,807 30,230 13.4 79,824 8,346 88,170 9
1939 55,59 6,304 21,469 11.3 44,439 11,155 55,594 20
1946 138,184 18,802 33,783 13.6 94,904 43,280 138,184 31

Ninety-two pages of report are devoted to describing the route characteristies,
operation and service, operating statistics and maximum point load check of the
company's interurban rail lines, local rail lines, interurban motor coach lines
and local motor coach lines,

As of April 1947 Pacific Electric had 460 passenger rail cars in operation, com-
prising 12 different types, of which 68 cars were wood and the rest steel. Only
205 cars are considered entirely adaptable for the type of service used. Most
cars are too heavy and acceleration speeds are too low, causing congestion,
Heavy cars cause more track maintenance. Steel interurban cars are also incon-
venient for passengers with landing platforms too high. Maintenance of cars has
been fairly good.

Much track repair is needed, but company has done little to remedy the situation.
Grade crossing protection is poor in many instances as outdated signals cease
working as soon as locomotives with several freight cars pass crossing. Power
supplies are dangerously low on certain lines, specifically the Sierra Madre
line, which has resulted in serious automobile accidents.

Report recommends extensive use of one-man cars.

There have been several instances of freight being hauled over passenger lines,
causing delay and inconveniences to a great number of passengers. Numerous com-
plaints have been received by cities served, that freight has been given preference

over passenger travel even though operating franchises were granted for passenger
service.,

(cont,)
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Case No. 4843: Report on Engineering Survey, ectc. (cont.)

Page 2
Conclusions
1, A fertile field for mass transportation exists in metropolitan
Los Angeles.
2. It is to interest of Pacific Electric that adequate transportation
be provided. '
3. Pacific Electric is not keceping abreast of transportation needs.,
4. Pacific Electric managemecnt should be clothed with adequate
authority for improved transportation service.
o. Pacific Electric's operations should be revised to take advantago
of improved transportation facilities.
6., Present transportation problem served by Pacific Electric is not
without solution.
7. PFurther fare increases should take into account that the company
is taking full advantage of all possible economnies.
8. If Los Angcles uectropolitan arc¢a is to have rail rapid transit
service, this must be provided on facilities in the freeways.
9. Pacific Electric should be one of the prime movers in the effort
to provide rapid rail transit service in the metropolitan arca.
Recommendations
1. Give Pacific Electric management adequate authority to improve
company facilities.
2. More consideration for recruiting young, trained men in responsi-
ble offices.
3. Establish an efficient schedule dcpartment.
4, Establish an extensive program of supcrvising operations and service.
5. Institute educational program for bus opcrators and trainmen.
6. Operate additional equipment to conform with loading standards.
7. Establish express service wherever practicable.
8. Eliminate passengcr dclays by freight service.
9. Speecd up service by improvemcnt of safety devices at grade crossings.
10. Relocate, wherever possible, all passenger landings along tracks
in private right of way at highway crossings to far side of
said crossings.
11. Install proper control circuits at all existing grade crossings.
12, Install electrically-operated switches at certain locations.
13. Effect rail and motor coach service at certain locations.
14, Effect proposed power improvement progran.
15. Establish one-man cars on certain lines.
16 Assign ground loaders at points of heavy traffic concentration.
17. & 18. Purchase new and convert present passenger rail cars.
19. Abandon all wooden-bodied passenger rail cars as soon as possible.
20. Install modern equipment on certain classes of cars.
21. Replace kerosene lighted lanterns with electric lanterns.
22. Replace box motor operations with motor trucks.
23. Eliminate safety stops at certain signalized street intersections.
24, Carry out a program of track rehabilitation.
25. to 40. Recommending track, storage, terminal, shop improvements
for specified lines and service locations.
41, Encourage installation of rail facilities on Hollywood freeway.

=26~ X e
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Title of Report: In publication "Traffic"-Historical Summary of

Development of the parkway System Plan and Rapid
Transit Thereon in the Los /ingeles Metropolitan Area.

By Whom Mades Los Angecles Traffic Association.

To Whom Made: To Membors of Los Angeles Traffic .issociation.
Date of Report: July, August, 1947

Reported On: Los /ingeles Metropolitan Area

Area

1924

1925

1933

1937

1937

1944

(1945 -

(1946

1945

City and public spirited citizens prepared a "Major Traffic
Street Plan." This plan adopted and Los Angeles Traffic
Commission organized. Result - A high percentage of this plan
has been accomplished, the City now having an exccllent system of
surface arteries and highways. Costs of effectuating this plan
computed at more than 300 million dollars.
"Rapid Transit Plan for Los Angoles" - by R. F. Kelker, Jr. and
C. E. De Leuw, consulting cngincers of Chicago. Rapid transit
under this plan was composed of subway and elevated rail lines.
Report supplied nmuch data but has never becn carried out in any
respect.
"Rapid Transit System for Los Angeles" by Donald M. Baker and
Stuart M. Bate for the Central Businecss District Assoclation.
It proposcd four rail lines radistiag from the Central area.
No definite action was taken and th. plan was not realized.
"Traffic Survey", Los Angeles Metropolitan Area, by Automobile
Club of Southern California. Included map and discussion of
various motorway proposals. Many of the routes on this plan are
coincidental with those developed later by other plans.
Citizens Traenspcrtation and Survey Committec organized and
sponsored an exhaustive survey of traffic and transportation.
Financial support was obtained from Los .ngeles City and the
W.P.A. Los Angeles City and surrounding adjacent aresas covered.
Study resulted in two reports early in 1940 - a "Report of Traffic
and Transportation Survey," and "A Transit Program for the Los
Angeles Mectropolitan Area." The former was a factual summary,
the latter known as the "Program" influenced and directed
transportation thinking for many years. It presented rccommenda-
tions on privatc and public transportation. The City Planning
Comaission approved and adopted the Parkway Plan in 1941. 1In
1943 tho Los Angeles Rcgional Planning Cormission issued a plan
for "Freeways for the Region". 1940 saw initial units of
parkways system, the irroyce Seco Parkway, and the Hollywood
Parkway and since then there has been continued parkway
construction, and land acquisition for that purpose, with the
State Division of Highways actively engaged.
"Transit Study-1944" by Central Business District 4issociation, a
summary of that agencies activities.
"Parkway Transit Lines in the Central Business District"
"pParkway and Parkway Lighting"

Above two reports werc special studies made by the Central

Business District Association.
A review of all plans and proposals concerned with transit
made by De Leuw, Cather and Co., Harold M. Lewis and Joe R. Ong.
This report was presentcd to City cfficials on December 17, 18,
and 19, 1945.

system plans and the use of parkways by rapid transit lines including
questions of routes, financing and construction.

There has been practically complete agreement on the parkway ‘{



Title of Report: Transit Study - Los Angeles Metropolitan

Area
By Whom Made: Central Business Distriet Association
To Whom Made: Governmental agencies concerned.

Date of Report: 1944
Area Reported On: Los Angeles area

Summary
ecommendations

1. Center strip reservation on planted area between main
parkway for future use
a. Provide room for expansion
b. Exclusive use by busses and commercial vehicles
Specially designed coaches for parkway use
Cross town feeder lines to avoid additional uneconomical
radial transit routes.
Some rail lines have been abandoned, others probably will
be. Some should be continued to be used for transportation.
. Rapid transit planning should include areas of future resi-
dential and recreaticnal development.

wi & W
L)

Qutline of Contents

1. Drawing of Aliso St. viaduct and connections.

2. Map-initial parkway routes - east-west (Hollywood-Santa Ana)
North-South (Arroyo-Harbor)

» Map-first prioritizs of parkway construction

Map-composite parkwcy pian

. Drawing-cross sections of parkway construction

. Map-transit routes suggested in 1942 progress reports.

+ Map-major traffic street plan

. Map-through routes versus transfers.

. Map=-cross town and feeder service

10. Map-transit lines to Pacific Coast Beaches

11l. Map-time and distance factors

12. Map~Los Angeles points of interest

13. Map=-rail lines rights-of-way conversions to highway use.

14. Map-parkways and cities and towns in L.A. area.

15. Drawing-=Operating method of busses on parkways.



Title of Revort: Mass Transit Facilities and the Master Plan of

Parkways

By Whom Made: Milton Breivogel, Principal City Planner

Stuart M. Bate, Transportation Consultant

To Whom Made: City Planning Commission
Date of Report: 1942
Area Reported On: Los Angeles Metropolitan Area

This report was made to determine if mass transit facilities

could be cocordinated with transit facilities of existing and proposed
parkways.

Transportation characteristics of Los Angeles in August and

September 1938 were as follows:

(1)
(2)
(3)

61.7% of the persons entering the Central Business District
between 7 A.M. and 7 P.M, used mass transit facilities.

Of these, 37.7% came from the west side, 28% from the east side,
24L,% from the south side, and 10.3% from the north side.

Of the total motor vehicle passengers entering the Central area,
38.9% came from the west. 27.9% the east. 20.2% the south, and
13% from the north.

Of the mass transit passengers, 43.5% came from areas within a
2% to 5-mile radius of the Central area, and 87.5% came from
within a 7% mile radius.

In the area beyond a 7 mile radius, the largest number of
passengers came from Beverly Hills and vicinity, with Inglewood,
Lynwood, Pasadena, South Pasadena, Santa Monica, Compton and
Culver City following in the order named.

The report concluded that no detailed plan for the comprehensive

coordination of the mass transportation system and the parkway system
was feasible at that time.

It definitely recommended that provision be made in all cases

for the operation of rapid transit facilities over the parkways.
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Title of Report: General Conclusions and Recommendation concerning

mass transportation in the Los Angeles area.

By Whom Made: Board of Public Utilities and transportation,

City of Los Angeles

Date of Report: July 1940
Area Reported On: City of Los Angeles extended area

This report deals primarily with the problems and possible
improvements of present surface transportation facilities.

Recommendations:

1)
(2)

3)
5)

Findings:

2)

Consideration should be given to constructicn of grade
separated highways tc provide rapid transit buses.
Construct a grade separated rail facility from 6th St. and
San Pedro to provide right-of-way at Olympic and

Long Beach Avenue and near Aliso and Mission Road.

Improve handling of motor vehicle traffic.

Modernize equipment.

Establish cross-town route on Washington Blvd.

Existing facilities will still be necessary.

Under existing conditions in this area it does not appear
possible to finance rail rapid transit providing general
coverage.



TITLE of Report: Report on Urban Mass Passenger Transportation
Facilities and Requirements of Los Angeles:
Vol. II, Analytical Survey of Existing Facilities
By Whom Made: California Railroad Commission
To Whom Made: Director of Transportation Commission
Date of Report: October 17, 1940
Area Reported On: Metropolitan Area

This volume is factual only and contains information relating
to the financial status and traffic characteristics of the carriers
in 1940. Analysis of the facts "indicates that much of the financial
relief sought by the Los Angeles Railway Corporation may be realized
through the inauguration of a modernization program." Vol. I
contains the recommendations.

This volume (353 pages) contains so much detailed factual
information that only a summary of the topics covered can be given
in a brief report. The report covers the history, corporate
structure, previous cases, financial status including revenue,
operating expenses, profit or loss, depreciation, organization and
management, rate base and physical prop: -fies of the Los Angeles
Railway Corporation: the history, finan:izl status, organization and
properties of the Los Angeles Motor Coach Company; and a brief
discussion of the same factcrs relating to the Pacific Electric
Railway Company.



Title of Report: "An analysis of proposals to provide rapid and

adequate mass transportation for the Los Angeles

area."
By Whom Made: Evan W. Thomas
To Whom Made: A. U.C.L.A. masters thesis

Date of Report: June 1939
Area reported on: Primarily Los Angeles with some consideration to

SUMMARY

other cities.

Recommendations

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

A Metropolitan Transportation Authority to assume
responsibility for the problem in the whole metropolitan
area and to reconcile the differences of various groups
involved.
The bus and superhighway should carry most of traffic
burdens. Rapid fransit by rail and subways are artificial
stimulants<to congestion. Los Angeles must encourage
decentralization if it is to be a garden type of city.
Financing through grants and loans from the federal
government. Further financing on the basis of who would
profit most commuters, the comnrunity as a whole, or
business interests which stand to benefit.
Full utilization of available street space by new ordinances.
A. Parking on busy thoroughfares
B. Conflicting usage (autos, buses, streetcars, trucks)

General Outline

1)
2)

0o~3 v \W

Analysis of problem.

Historical treatment of traffic surveys.
Street car proposals.

Subway and elevated line proposals.

Bus and motorway proposals.

Ma jor obstacles to 3, 4, and 5.

Current situation in other cities.
Summary and conclusions.

<afs



Title of Report: Report on the Public Transportation Requirements
of Los Angeles

By Whom Made: Railroad Commission of the State of California,
E. F. McNaughton, Director of Research
To Whom Made: W. K. Brown, Director of Transportation,
’ Railroad Commission
Date of Report : December 16, 1935

Area Reported On: Metropolitan Area

This report was made 1n order to evaluate the facts in the suit
brought by the City of Los Angeles against the Los Angeles Railway
Corporation and the Pacific Electric Railway Company. The report
reviews the complete firancial standing of the companies, the service
offered and rates as existing in 1935 and makes the following recom-
mendations:

(1) In order to provide minimum service requirements it is
necessary to add not less than 200 modern street cars
to replace obsolescent equlpment and to modernize 300
additional cars on the Los Angeles Railway.

52; One-man cars should be used as much as possible.
Certain extensions of service on specified lines

are suggested.

A combined pass good on both lines is desirable.

Unification of operation was ccnaidered but not recom-

mended because of the difference in gauge »f the tracks.

(6) Noise generated by the street cars should be reduced.

P
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Title of Report: Conference on the Rapid Transit Question
By Whom Made: Board of City Planning Commissioners
Date of Report: January 21, 1930

Area Reported on: Metropolitan Area of Los Angeles

This conference was made up of reports from various interested
and affected groups. No specific recommendations were made.

FINDINGS:

1 Burden of financing should fall on the city as a whole, the
users of the transit system, and the property owners mosst
benefited by the rapid transit lines. Proportion to be
borne by each undecided.

(2) Maximum speed of a rapid transit system would be 25 miles
per hour. A few short lines might possibly be faster.

(3) Express service could raise the speed but would require
special tracks and facilitles at greatly increased costs.

(4) Decentralization of city would probably continue regardless
of rapid transit system.

(5) Present congestion would probably still remain, costs would
be higher, and great majority would not be affected.



Appendix I

REPORT MADE BY MR. H. P. MASON, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
TO NEIL PETREE, 9-1-49, SUMMARIZING VARIOUS TRAFFIC REPORTS

GROUP I

Summaries of Major Transportation Surveys
For Los Angeles 1925 - 1948

Report on a Comprehensive Rapid Translt Plan for the City and County
of Los Angeles. 1925
Kelker-DeLeuw and Company, Consulting Engineers

Cost, approximately $150,000.

The report contains a comprehensive rapid transit plan for a unified
transportation system to meet the needs when Los Angeles' population
reached three million. It is divided into two parts: 1) For, immediate
constpuction to meet present needs; and 2) For future construction to
cover the later development of the system.

In general, the recommendations were:

1, Construction of a rail rapid transit syrstem, employing both eleva-
ted and subway design, to be the backbone of a metropolitan trans-
portation system. Essentially, four main lines were proposed for
immediate construction on a radlal basis from the center of the
City.

2. A feeder system and cross-town service was provided by immediate
construction of streetcar line extensions and installation of new
bus lines.

3. Future construction dealt with expansion of the basic plan subject
to modification for changing conditions.

Recommendations were based upon the concluslon that streetcar and bus
service could not adequately serve the city's needs.

Estimates ef cost of the recommended plan involved $133,385,000 for the
immediate construction and $190,000,000 for the future construction.

Financing was to be shared by the rider, general public and property
owners by raising the fare one cent, issuing bonds, and assessing
property.

A Rapld Translit System for Los Angeles, California. 1933
A report to the Central Business District Association
Donald M. Baker, Consulting Englneer

The report recommended a rail rapid transit system as the only solution
to the mass transportation problem of the metropolitan area. The
system involved a combination of elevated, subway and private right-of -
way construction.
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Appendix I - Page 2

The proposed system was not as extensive as the program recommended in
1925, but comprised four lines radiating outwsrd from central Los
Angeles in four directions to connect the main population areas with

the Central Business District. The system proposed was so locazted that
it could, in the future, be extended by grade separations and extensions
of subway and/or elevated structures to meet development and population
growth,

The total cost of the system proposed was estimsted st $37,200,000,
Sugzested financing involved a thirty million dollar bond issue with
the balance of the money to be derived through the National Industrial
Recovery Act then in effect. The act authorized a maximum 30% govern-
ment grant on comprehensive publie works programs, In this case, the
grant would have amounted to $10,700,000, and of the total, $7,200,000
was for construction and the balance of $3,500,000 was for payment of
debt service during the early years of the operation,

Transit Program for the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area, 1939
Transportation Engineering Board

Stone and Webster, Engineering Corporation, Member,
Madigan-Hyland, Consulting Engineers, Assaciates,

———

ways as the framework for a comprehensive transit and transportation
system, There was a dafinit: primary express route pattern designed to
provide simultareously for voiia2l and inter-district travel with by-pass
and distributing features, In this, parkway design was favored over
elevated construction,

The Board recommended a system of exwvress rizaways and arterial park-

Rapid transit buses on grade-separated highways were proposed as the mass
transportation system for the Los Angeles metropolitan area, Stop loca-
tions were to be arranged in separate bus lanes with passensger inter-
change at points of intersection with all important surface rail and

bus line services, Other lines were to he arranged to provide through
gervice, without transfer, by running rapid transit buses on surface
streets to pick up passengers and on the express highway for the long-
haul, returning to surface streets for passenger distribution.

1t was pointed out that heavy electric traction was universally used in
handling concentrated passengser movements in dersely pooulated metro-
politan areas., Rail rapid transit would be necessary on the heaviest
lines of travel when population reached the accepted probable estimates,
Construction of the express highways would be planned, therefore, to
permit accomplishment of rail operation at minimum cost when develop-
ments required it.

Mass Transit Facilities and the Master Plan of Parkways. 1942
City Planning Commission.,

The report recommended adequate provision for overation of rapid transit
facilities on parkweys. Studies made were to determine the feasibility
of coordinating mass transit facilities on the Master Plan Parkways by
operation of rapid transit motor coaches over all or a portion of the
parkway., Accordingly, right-of-way should be of sufficient width to
accommodate bus rapid transit operation without interfering with
automobiles,
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Appendix I - Page 3

On the basis of the studies, rapid transit bus operation would be pro-
vided on the Arroyo Seco, Hollywood, Ramona, Santa Monica, and Santa
Ana Parkways when completed,

Recommended Program for Improvement of Transportation and Traffic
Facilities in the Metropclitan Area, December, 1945,

City of Los Angeles, Consultants: De-Leuw-Cather and Company, Chicago,
I1linois; Harold M, Lewis, New York, New York; Joe R, Ong, Cincinnati,
Ohio,

The report contained the recommendations of three consultants employed
by the city and, as such, summarized what is referred to as the Mayor's
Traffic and Transportation Clinic., The assignment covered consideration
in working out an adequate plan for freeways on expressways, a master
transportation system and automotive traffic contrel and regulation,

General agreement was reached upon two points: 1) 2 freeway program

was vital to the city:; and 2) there was a need for rapid transit
facilities,

Divergent opinions were expressed on the tyne of service needed, One
consultant recommended predceminately a ra'l rapid transit system with
mass transportation, using toth freewsy and private right-of-way.
Another consultant proposed bus rapid trangit on express rights—of-way
utilizing certain of the fi«2ways in the master plan, The third consul-
tant reviewed the general airsction transit should take but did not work
out details of operation or design,

GROUP 11

Summaries of Other Transportation Surveys

Conference on Rapid Transit Question, 1930
Board of City Planning Commissioners,

This is a publication of the presentations made in response to the
question, Purpose of the conference was fivefold:

1, Assist the Planning Commission in msking the proper approach to
the problem,

2. 3Bring together those who had been giving thought to the matter,
ascertain their views and experience, and make the same available
to those who were interested,

3. Briefly sum up the present situation,

L, Define the various factors which énter into the problem,

5. Present to the public, through publication of the proceedings, the
information and views expressed,
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Report on Local Transportation Requirements of Los Angeles. 1935
California Railroad Commission.

The report is the result of an application by one of the public carriers to the
Commission for operation changes. In connection with Case No. 4002 before the
Commission, examination was made of local passenger transportation situated in
and around Los Angeles as rendered by the Los Angeles Railway, Pacific Electrie,
and Los Angeles Motor Coach,

Report on Traffic and Transportation Survey. 1938-1939

Works Project Administration

Survey Supervised by the Transportation Engineering Board, City of
Los Angeles.

The report presents summaries of field, office and derived data relating to
transportation in the Los Angeles metropolitan area. It is a compilation of
data on a factual survey concerned with riding habits, passenger movements,
origin and destination studies, distribution of auntomobile ownership and like
information,

Report on Urban Mass Passenger Transpcortation Facilities and Regquirements
of Los Angeles, 1940
California Railroad Commission.

The report was prompted by the Los Angeles Railway Corporation application for
financial relief and is in connection with Case No. 4461 before the Commission.

It related to the financial status of carriers and traffic characteristics of
rail and motor coach lines comprising the Los Angeles urban passenger transporta-
tion system, Recommendations were concerned principally with details of moderni-
zation in the existing operations of the Los Angeles Railway.

Transit Studies., Los Angeles Metropolitan Area. 1947,
Central Business District Association.

The report proposed utilization of mass transit facilities to meet present and
prospective needs on the overall parkway system planned for the Los Angeles
metropolitan area, The rapid transit facilities to be furnished were exclusively
parkway coach service. The report presents pictorial and diagrammatical proposals
without analyses or discussions.

Rail lines already abandoned and those to be abandoned in the future would permit
development for other transportation use, mainly conversion to highways. Where
use of abandonments for other transportation was not warranted at that time, they
would be reserved for future use.

GROUP III

Mass Transportation Reports Developed by the
Metropolitan Traffic and Transit Committee

S
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Basic Data_for Formation of Rapid Transit Action Group
(The Colt Report)

Mass Transportation Subcommittee

August 22, 1947

A report prepared and presented by the Mass Transportation Subcommittee stated
that mass transportation was an immediate need to alleviate untenable traffic
congestion in the metropolitan area. Such rail rapid transit installation was
a necessity in order to keep pace with the growth of the area and to preserve
its integration and forestall imminent unplanned decentralization,

It recommended that a Rapid Tranrsit Action Group with full-time representatives
be formed to develop a master plan for rail rapid transit, with such plan to
include all forms of mass transportation.

Rail Rapid Transit Now
Rapid Transit Action Group Report: February, 1948.

The facts developed by the KTAG as to choice of routes, in both surface and
subway transit, including pertinernt information on capital investment, operat-
ing cost, patronage and net operating revenucs vere presented in the report.

The ultimate purpose of the group was to prepa.:s a pilot plan based upon studies
which were made of pcpulation densities, revenue passengers, fares, and cost of
construction.

Analyses of the studies by the RTAG indicated that savings in cost of construc-
tion could be effected in the metropolitan area where rail rapid transit was
built in conjunction with planned freeways. The report illustrated the rails-
in-freeway design and proposed that steps be taken to secure the necessary
finaneing in order to permit simultaneous rail rapid transit construction with
planned freeway construction,

The RTAG was comprised of financial advisors; city and county and private trans-

portation engineers; construction engineers; state, county and private planners
and researchers, and specialists in the field of transportation.
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