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Do You Want This-

HOW THE UNION STATION AT THE 
PLAZA CIVIC CENTER WILL LOOK 

or This? 

THE RAILROADS' WOULD PUT MILES OF THIS IN OUR. 
DOWNTOWN AREA AS A UNION STATION SUBSTITUTE 

Union Station at the Plaza-
Will eliminate grade crossings WITHOUT ELEV ATEDS; 
Will form an imposing part of the beautiful Civic Center authorized in 1923 for the Plaza area by 

overwhelming vote of tlze people; 
Will give the incoming traveler a wonder/tel "first impression" of Los Angeles in place of the pres­

ent vista of tin cans and clotheslines wlticlz greets our visitorS. 
Will be more easily accessible and convenient to nine out of every eleven residents of Los Angeles 

than either of tlze present stations (State Railroad Com mission figures); 
Will enable other railroads to enter Los Angeles at reasonable cost, thereby breaking forever the 

strangling monopoly by wlziclz tlze present roads lzave for years retarded tlze city's growth and 
which will prove an ever increasing handicap as our traffic needs increase; 

Will permit of indefinite expansion of railroad business. Our present depots are already far out­
grown and lzave no room in wlziclz to expand; 

Will relieve congestion by making possible a simple rapid-transit system tlzrouglz tlze great traffic 
arteries of wlziclz it is the converging point; 

Will cost tlze people not a penny and will cost tlze railroads $1,000,000 less than tlzeir elevated-rail­
road alternative, besides being muclz cheaper and more expeditious to operate (Interstate Com­
merce Commission figures.) 

A Vote for a Union Station is a Vote Al!ainst Elevateds! 
[OVERJ 



KeeP the ~tJL~i) ut of 
Los n!!eles 

A UNION STATION AT THE PLAZA WAS 
ORDERED BY THE STATE RAILROAD COM­
MISSION AFTER YEARS OF INVESTIGA­
TION. THAT ORDER WAS AFFIRMED BY 
THE INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMIS­
SION LAST JULY. THE PLAZA STATION 
PROJECT HAS BEEN INDORSED AND·. 
URGED BY THE PRESENT AND PAST CITY 
COUNCILS, CITY PLANNING COMMISSIONS, 
CITY ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT, CITY 
ATTORNEY, MORE THAN A SCORE OF DIS­
INTERESTED ENGINEERS OF INTERNA­
TIONAL REJ»UT ATION, . CENTRAL DEVEL­
OPMENT ASSOCIATION, D 0 W NT 0 W N. 
BUSINESS MEWS ASSOCIATION AND IM­
PROVEMENT ASSOCIATIONS REPRESENT­
ING MORE THAN TWO-THIRDS THE TOTAL 
AREA OF LOS ANGELES. 

If we do not vote a union station we will have 
elevateds. There is no other way. The rail-
1·oads have already filed applications for fran· 
clzises to build four and a half miles of them­
and these are but the entering wedge for a 
$50,000,000 program . of "L" construction here. 

Elevateds are the curse of every city where they 
operate. New York is spending millions to elim· 
inate a small part of her "L" system. Clzicago, 
Boston and Plziladelplzia warn Los Angeles not 
to let elevateds get a foothold here. 

The railroads' plan to build elevated roads to 
their present depots was specifically forbidden by 
the Interstate Commerce Commission on July 6, 
last. 

THIS IS A FIGHT OF THE RAILROADS 
AGAINST THE PEOPLE. FOR TEN YEARS 
THE RAILROADS HAVE BATTLED TO PRE~ 
SERVE THEIR FAT MONOPOLY, TO THE 
DETRIMENT OF LOS ANGELES. VOTE FOR 

. LOS ANGELES AND AGAINST SELFISH AND 
SHORT-SIGHTED CORPORATE INTERESTS. 
IN THE LONG RUN THE RAILROADS THEM~ 
SELVES AS WELL AS LOS ANGELES WILL 
VASTLY BENEFIT BY A UNION STATION. 

Uote ~~YesiliP on. 8 and 9 
APril 30 

ANTI-ELEVA TED ASSOCIATION 
B)' W. H. Workman, Vice-President 

[SEE INSp:>E] 

KeeP the ~~L~~ ut of 
Los nfleles 

YES X 
8 

Shall a Union Railway Passenger 
Terminal for all steam railroads be es- - -
tablished in the City of Los Angeles? 

Sha!l a Union Railway Passenger 
Termmal for all steam railroads be 

9 constructed in the district bounded by 
Comn,ercial Street, North Main Street, 
Redondo Street, Alhambra Avenue and 
the Los Angeles River (known as the 

·Plaza Plan)? 

NO 

_::_lx 
NOr-

Los Angeles' deadly grade crossmgs 
must be eliminated. 

There ar.e just two ways to do it. 

The railroads would do it by 
building in our downtown and resi-

. ' . 

dence areas four and a half miles of . 
hideous, noisy, dirty, dangerous, 
street-darkening and property-val­
ue-destroying elevated railways to 
the present -railway depots. . 

Every disinterested expert who has ever 
examined the problem would do it by means 
of a union station so located that the rail­
roads can enter it without crossing streets. 

The great majority of these experts have 
picked the Plaza district as the ideal union 
station site. See Page 4. 

Uote ~~vesili) on 8 and 9 
APril 30 

ANTlaELEV A TED ASSOCIATION 
By W. H. Workman, Vice-President 

[SEE INSIDE] 
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' .·· A' imion-~ station ·'at the· Pla;za,· o~/else\vhere, :in Los ~ 12' 
. ~geles does not. aJ?pear flo .b.e necessaiy. rios of' the' great~ . 
est~a~vantageJo this .(!ity, ... ·.'l'heqretically itjs desiral:Jle; 
prac~Iccijly n~t so~w->-P9-hot l_et~tjs f<?~g-~t:Jh~_-P,t;"aCtiC~lin-~0_~- ~~~~: 
esthetic view of the oeautifuJ. or. S'entimenta.I' "' . . . y ~ •. • ..... 

·. ···• · '•· '.['he city luis l?;to>yn away Jrorri : tlie .•Plaza; J.rhe .de-; ~ • 
partmen~ s~ores;·• such !is tl:te.· May:. C:oinpa,DY. ~ Cf:o?nlei"}:y} 5~ 

. Hamburgers),. bank:s, b1g .IJ.lerchant~many~ big,.concerns,, < 'l 
·have moved away •. These people woUld not move ba:i:kJo · ···: ·. 
t~e ;Plaza district becatts.e ~t~el' :folloW,ed. cmd !;till aie fc)l:' .·. ::l 
lowmg th.e. center of pophlation for much· the same reason·. . .· 

I• . the railroads have declined to consider the north end as' a., ... I l · .seryiCeable.statiorisite;i .. e.,:it is.not convenienf;it'iso'b.t .; 

r J!.t~of~~e~ty •• ieafttb~re~hasb~e,n.~~ns!d~r~~l~··;bd:~r~z} 

I . ~ci~ ~~f~r~ilici-~i~{i
0in~1e~~~1t~J:Jf~!~~~q~!~1f:Jt~: .~/; 

. Durmg ill these years the business and residentia.I centers · _ -· 
I · · · · ha'{e·st'eadily·grown to the south.· · . · : · · · .._,- ::'':; 
I· . . . The Pacific Electrj.C mlisf be . cons.idet'ed •. m iinY, ·:pl1i!J.· /~~·: 
h for passenger termina.Is; . With its. 600 .miles of"line serv.:k • ; I ini tlie.·terrjtbry .al'o~d L'<is A;h.gel~s'it d,evel9Rs !i;~r~fr.t ;c: 

f 

dea.I ·of passe1;1ger busm,ess moVIng ·;via·. steam lrnes · beyond ~ 
.the city. To best ~eetpublic requirem~ntf> it;shQ,Uld ~;; · . 

. - rectly sl!rve the stean:r)in.e .. stationi!; \Vl:ll~!t. cann<>f lqgit~Y: .1 • ·, 

. be·do~eat thePla,za~o~tion~ 'fhis;appli,esto~yand•wil!••;.,, 
. become more;. marked ·as• this sectron: gr-ows, and· traffic:< ,,, 
increases ·• . . .. .·. ' > . , ' ·• -· -~ • • 

. . . . . For tlie Padfit; Electric to setve fh¢ Plaza Ibcation> ~ : 
\:lirectly it. wottl_d b'e n~cessary. tQ, build a.p:~ elevated railroa.d ; 
in and:over Sari Pedro and Aliso Street~ a~ suinrested by.• , 
Engineer Hill of. tlhe California ~Railroad C()miriissiori' at a··.:.··.········ 

.. recerit hea.i:ing. before· that body; This: ~oJl].d•. darken the } •·• 
· : ~tr~ets and· cause d,a.ipage to: property ov.rrlei:s 'a].oi:tg Sap· ·• · · · 
·Pedro'arldAliso.Streets.>_,···· .. :"'~.. <. . ·• 

: The building.oC!i: uniori:station antwl:t¢re. U1·Los•An..: · ·· 
geles :wottldjnctease traffic corigesti<;ln~ as ihvowd be:·t1le: • •,: 
focal point fol:' street ¢at.s .. and, ve:ijicl_!!s~ ca.rrying passe~::-· . :.,. : 

··gets,. fu.ail, •baggage .and:,express• . .td andfrom~th~ trains: ::;_~• 
Owing to the • geogl:aphical•con~oili of· the. Plaza:site; · ·­

itis what has been term~d f'the bottle~neck'' ofLos:A:P.ge~=c. • 1 
les.·· and to build a tin.ion. station th~r~_.wqttld he e. Cim.·.·v.al.ent . <'J 
to corking tiJ:ui bottle:-' . . . ·. . . '. . ·. . .. • . . · .. ·.· .. ·.:·1 

In a report made~ February 13,.,1926, ~by an advisoty/ ·. 
committee appointed Ifecember 26, 1924,. by the Mayor: of ·. 
Los. Angeles, cohsistiiJ.g of Messrs:-W; G. McAdoo}'Nathan ..... · 1 

.Newby ~d Joseph Scott; i:ongestion.at.the .Plaza is re~ · ·•I 
feried.to in the following: limguage:. · . · · .··· . . · .•·.· :: .1 

"This (the Plaza site) is one of,the most congested· I 
parts· ofthe city• and the streets converging upon it from . .~ji 
all direCtions a:re not ,broad avenu~s that. :mlilie for easy ·.·... . .. 

1 

approach now or in the·. future •. It is our' conviCtion thltt · ··. 
the concentration of traffic inevitably involved if'a un:ion ·•·· ·. ·: 

; station. is ouilt at that point w.ill cause serious. congestion; .. ·. i 
ii:ttensifyirig with tlie growth of the city, which· will prove ~ , :ij 
C>f serious disadviu:J,Uige." :" ; . · , · · • • · ·:· • ~-- ~· l 
< ;, · ';r.he Los. ~g{Ms ~Chamber -of :Coriiin~rce. ih~sr stat~A ;, :~­
that',iLdoes riot feelthat.thiVconstnictiori .of;%6ns;~:.. /''i{. 

;:.. .. / 

:. -:·~ •. _:" . :'~ ~'-·~·,··~.·1, 
\":: i;;.~~~~:~.· . :~: .:':·,, ''"'~ ... ' :~ 

,, ~ ~ '"<"' ,' ., ' ''' '."' ~.:;_;:.-:.{ ·:~·,. :;:',?'-:: 

tion, especially at the Plaza site, W10uld ~e conducive to the 
best· interests of :Los Angeles. . ... 

The Los Angeles Board of J?ubhc '£!tilities ~s pub. 
licly expressed itself against: a umon station and ·m.favor 
of ,the railroads' plan. . . . 

The main reason for a union steam line .station. Is. to 
aV!oid the necessity of through passengers transfernng 
across the city between'stations. Less than 2% of th~ pas· 
sengers arriving in ·Los Angeles transfer from one lme to 
another, or many less ,than 100 passengers per day. · ~or 
this sma.Il •number •of passengers tlte expense ·of a umon 
station is not justified. . . 

As a matter :of companson, there IS rea.I reason for a 
union station in .St. Louis, 'Mlssouri, where, ·during the. 
light seasons of travel, 6;ooo passengc;rs are transferred 
hetween steam lines per day and, idurtng heavy seasons 
bf travel 10,000 passengers ·are transferred between steam 
lines per day. · . . . 

If it is rdefinitely' determined that a union stahon m 
Los Angeles is not necessary, ,,then the peopl7 are assured 
that grade-crossing· eli?lination <:!in immediately . be ef­
fected, for the four. railroad ;presidents, ove_r 1fueir own 
signatures, l:Iave pledg~4 .themselves to proVIde adequate 
passenger terminartacihties as follows: , . . . 

The Central Stati!on •of ·the S·out~ern Pa~ific, >yhich 
would be occupied jointly by the Umon Pacific, Will be 
enlarged as required. . 

The Santa Fe .will build a new station at 1ts present 
location costing approximately $1,000,000.00. . 

The' present terminals ,of the' Santa Fe and Southe~ 
Pacific-Union Pacific are well located to serve the public 
adequately. . 

To say -that the lack of a ~i!on termma.I or :tliat the 
prohibitive cost of s_eparate termm~s do~s or woUld keep 
other railroads out ·of Los Angeles Is ~emed by the .Int!!r­
stat:e Colll,merce Act, paragraph 4, section 3. J'.he wording 
of the Act is specific and clear. Any road desinng to enter 
Los Angeles can make use of any existing passenger ter­
mina.I, upon application, and upon payment of a reasonable 
I'enta.I. . . d . "11 b If the plan ,of the railroads is accepte , I! ":1· · e. c~m- . 
pleted without expense to the tax-payers, Within a penod 
of 18 .months from date a.uth'Orized . 

An elevated railroad woUld be built b}' the. Umon. Pa­
cific Sout!hern PaCific and Pacific Electnc, not longitud­
inally over streets, but on a private right-of-way through 
an industrial district, intersecting stree~s overhead ot:IY· 

·· This elevated woUld take a.Il the mterurban trams off 
the streets of Los Angeles from Main"Stree! and e~st, 1200 
tr-ains per day affecting 18,000 grade crossmgs daily. 

ELEVATED RAILROADS LONGITUDINALLY 
OVER STREETS ARE NOT PROPOSED UNDER 
THE RAILROAD PiLAN. . . . 

All through train movem7nts w!Jl be . ren;oved from 
Alameda Street leaving only mdustrial sWitching on that 
street which w~Uld! be done at night under any plan. 

The Union Pacific-Southern Pacific and Santa Fe sta­
tions woUld be served ·by tlhe Pacific Electric trains for 
north south and east of Los Angeles, without transfer of ' . passengers. . 

The Los Angeles Chamoer of Commerce has recom-
mended th.at the offer of the railro!lds to pr~vide adeq~te 
passenger facilities to serve the city be ~enously c_onsid­
ered, as they feel that !he off~r is made m goo~ fruth: . 

The way to get qmck action ron grade-crossu~g ehnn­
nation, traffic relief and adequate passenger ter:mmals fo_r 
the City of Los Angeles is to free tlhe present City ~ouncil 
and the State Railroad Commission ~rom commitm~nts 
made by former members of those bodies years ago, smce 
which time conditions have materially altered. The only 
way you can support the railroads' plan is to VOTE "NO" 
ON PROPOSITIONS 8 'AND 9P 

. _ W. L. BRENT, 
Inchlstrial Rea.Itor. 

Vote 0 on No.-8 and 9 


