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Introduction

These charts are from The Black Population in the United States: March
1988 (Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 442 released January
1990). The report focuses on changes that have occurred in the Black popu-
lation nationally and regionally since 1980. The data in the charts are from
the March 1988 Current Population Survey, the 1980 decennial census, and
other sources.

This chartbook includes a facsimile of the race item that will be included on
the 1990 census questionnaire. The 1990 census information on Blacks or
African Americans will be obtained from this item. The concept of race as
used by the Census Bureau reflects self-identification by respondents; it
does not denote any clear-cut scientific definition of biological stock. The
data on race from the 1990 census will
represent self-classification by people
accordingto the race with which they
most closely identify. The Black
civilian noninstitutional popu-
lation numbered 29.3 mil-
lion in March 1988, an
increase of 13.6 per-
cent since 1980.




Figure 1.

Black Population,

by Region: 1988

The 1980's was the first period in
this century to show an increase in
the proportion of Blacks living in the
South. In March 1988, 56 percent
of all Blacks lived in the South, up
from 52 percent in 1980. Forty-
four percent of all Blacks lived in
the North and West (17 percent in
the Northeast, 19 percent in the
Midwest, and 8 percert in the West)
in 1988.

Figure 2.

Black Population,

by Region and Metropolitan/
Nonmetropolitan

Residence: 1988

Eighty-two percent of all Blacks
lived in metropolitan areas in 1988.
Blacks living in metropolitan areas
tended to be heavily concentrated
in the central cities.

In 1988, 98 percent of all Blacks in
the North and West lived in metro-
politan areas in contrast to only 70
percent in the South.
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Figure 3.

U.S. Population,

by Age and Race: 1988

The Black population has a higher
proportion under 18 years old and a
lower proportion 65 years old and
over than does the White popula-
tion. In 1988, 33 percent of Blacks
were under 18 years of age, com-
pared with 25 percent of Whites.
Among the population 65 years old
and over, the proportions were 8
and 13 percent, respectively. As of
March 1988, the median age for
Blacks was 27.3 years, up from
24.8 years in 1980,

Figure 4.

Ratio of Unmarried Men

to Unmarried Women,

by Selected Ages: 1988

Figure 4 shows the ratio of unmar-
ried men to unmaried women for
Blacks and Whites 15 to 44 years
old in 1988. The number of unmar-
ried Black men and unmarried
Black women reached parity (99
males per 100 females) for only the
15 -24 age group. For the 25-34
age group, there were 89 unmaried
Black men for every 100 unmarried
Black women; the number drops
even further to 67 for the 35-44 age
group. The comparable ratios were
larger for the White population.



Figure 5.

High School Graduation

Rates for Blacks 25 to 34 Years
Old, by Region: 1980 and 1988
The progress that Black young
adults have made in attaining a
high school diploma continues to
be impressive in the 1980’s. In
1980, 75 percent of Blacks 24 to 34
years old had completed at least 4
years of high school; by 1988,

this proportion had increased

to 80 percent.

Historically, Blacks in the North and
West have had higher educational
attainment levels than Blacks living
in the South. In 1988, the propor-
tion of Black young adults who
completed high school in the South
(79 percent) was not significantly
different from that in the North and
West (82 percent).

Figure 6.

Civilian Labor Force
Participation Rates,

by Sex and Race:

1980 to 1988

The 1988 civilian labor force partici-
pation rate for Black women (58
percent) was slightly higher than the
56 percent for White women. In
spite of the 1980 and 1981-82 re-
cessions, civilian labor force partici-
pation rates for both Black and
White women increased during the
1980-88 period.

The labor force participation rate for
Black men in 1988 was not signifi-
cantly different from the 1980 rate.
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Figure 7.

Unemployment Rates
for Teenagers, by Race:
1980 to 1988

The unemployment rate for Black
teenagers (16 to 19 years) is of
considerable concem since it gen-
erally has been the highest of all
components of the Black and White
populations. In the post- recession
period of 1983, Black teen unem-
ployment reached 48.5 percent
—much higher than that for White
teenagers (19.3 percent). By 1988,
the rate for Black teenagers had de-
clined to 32.4 percent —but still 2
1/2 times that for White teenagers
(13.1 percent).

Figure 8.

Median Family Income,

by Race of Householder:

1979 to 1987

The Black median family

income was $18,100 in 1987, 56
percent of that for White families
(832,270 ). After adjusting for infla-
tion, the median family income for
both Black and White families in
1987 was not significantly different
from their 1979 levels ($18,220 and
$32,090, respectively). However,
income levels were not stagnant
during the entire period, but fluctu-
ated in line with the economic
conditions of the Nation.



Figure 9.

Median Family Income,

by Type of Family and Race

of Householder: 1979 and 1987
The real median money income of
Black, married-couple families in
1979 ($26,300 ) was not statistically
different from that in1987 ($27,180).
In 1987, the median income of
Black, marmied-couple families was
about 77 percent of White, mar-
ried-couple families.

In 1987, the median income of
Black, female—householder families
with no husbands present was

only $9,710.

Figure 10.

Median Income of
Married-Couple Families,

by Earner Status:

1979 and 1987

In 1987, about 60 percent of Black,
married-couple families had both
husband and wife with eamings.
The median income of these Black
families with both husband and wife
working was $35,280, about 87
percent above that for families
where the husband was the

only eamer.

The median income ratio of Black
to White was 0.85 for families with
both husband and wife as eamers,
much higher than 0.63 for families
with only the husband as an eamer.
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Figure 11.

Median Earnings of
Year-Round, Full-Time,

Black Workers, by Sex:

1979 and 1987

The median eamings in 1987 of
Black men who were year-round,
full-time workers were $19,010.
The apparent decline in the median
eamings of Black men between
1987 and 1979 ($19,940 ) was not
statistically significant. However,
the median eamings of Black wom-
en who were year-round, full-time
workers increased from $14,830 in
1979 to $16,000 in 1987. As are-
sult, the median eamings ratio of
Black women to Black men in-
creased from 0.74 in 1979 to

0.84 in 1987.

Figure 12.

Median Earnings of
Year-Round, Full-Time
Workers, by Sex and Race:
1979 and 1987

The median eamnings ratio of White
women to White men increased
from 0.59 in 1979 to 0.64 in 1987.
Among year- round, full-time work-
ers, the 1987 median eamings ratio
of Black women to Black men was
higher (0.84) than that for White
women to White men (0.64). White
men had the highest median eam-
ings in 1987 ($26,680) of

any of the groups.



Figure 13.

Poverty Rates of Persons,

by Race: 1979 to 1987
Thirty-three percent, or 9.7 million,
of all Black persons were poor in
1987, an increase over the 31 per-
cent in 1979. The 1987 poverty
rate for Blacks (33 percent) was
three times that of Whites

(11 percent).

4. Race

Facsimile of the -
1990 Race ltem.

Fill ONE circle for the race that the person
considers himself/herself to be.

If Indian (Amer.), print the name of
the enrolled or principal tribe.

If Other Asian or Pacific Islander (API),
print one group, for example: Hmong,

Fijian, Laotian, Thai, Tongan, Pakistani,
Cambodian, and so on.
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Contacts for more information
about the 1990 Census

ATLANTA

Regional Census Center
1375 Peachtree St., N.E.
Atlanta, GA 30309-3112
(404) 347-2274

BOSTON

Regional Census Center
441 Stuart St., 4th Floor
Boston, MA 02116-5000
(617) 421-1440

CHARLOTTE

Regional Census Center
3410 Saint Vardell Lane
Charlotte, NC 28217-1355
(704) 521-4452

CHICAGO

Regional Census Center
2255 Enterprise Drive,
Suite 5501

Westchester, IL 60153-5800
{(312) 409-4619

DALLAS

Regional Census Center
6303 Harry Hines Blvd.,
Suite 210

Dallas, TX 75235-5228
(214) 767-7105

DENVER

Regional Census Center
6900 W. Jefferson Ave.
Lakewood, CO 80235-2307
(303) 969-7750

DETROQIT

Regional Census Center
27300 West 11 Mile Rd.,
Suite 200

Southfield, Ml 48034-2244
(313) 354-1990

KANSAS CITY

Regional Census Center
10332 N.W. Prairie View Rd.,,
PO. Box 901390

Kansas City, MO 64191-1390
(816) 891-7562

LOS ANGELES
Regional Census Center

The Valley Corporate Park Bidg. 1

16300 Roscoe Blvd.
Van Nuys, CA 91406-1215
(818) 892-6674

NEW YORK

Regional Census Center
221 West 41st St.

New York, NY 10036-7294
(212) 997-1920

PHILADELPHIA
Regional Census Center
441 N. 5th St., Third Floor
Philadelphia, PA
19123-4090

(215) 597-8313

SAN FRANCISCO
Regional Census Center
400 Second St., 3rd Floor
San Francisco, CA 94107-1400
(415) 243-8913

SEATTLE

Regional Census Center
101 Stewart St., Suite 500
Seattle, WA 98101-1098
(206) 728-5314

Census Promotion Office
Census Bureau
Washington, D.C. 20233
Tel: (301) 763-1990

or your nearest

Census '90 District
Dffice






