




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































News 

NOVEMBER 20, 1992 

CONTACT: MICHAEL BUSTAMANTE/STEPHANIE BRADY 
LACTC TRANSPORTATION NEWS BUREAU 

. (213) 244-6591, 6792 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

LACTC TO HOLD WORKSHOPS ON LOBBYIST REGISTRATION PROGRAM 

The Los Angeles County Transportation Commission will be holding two workshops to 

discuss with all vendors, lobbyists, and firms employing lobbyists the LACTC's recently­

adopted Ethics Policy, which includes a provision that calls for the registration of all 

lobbyists that interact with LACTC commission staff and Commissioners. Beginning 

Tuesday, December 1, 1992, all vendors, lobbyists and firms employing lobbyists must 

register with the LACTC by this date. 

The workshops will provide information on the LACTC's Lobbyist Policy and staff will 

be on hand to answer any questions about the new lobbyist registration requirements. 

The workshops will be held at the following times and locations: 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 1992 
2:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. 
LACTC Headquarters 
818 West 7th Street 
Los Angeles Room - 10th Floor 
Downtown Los Angeles 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 1992 
9:00 - 11:00 A.M. and 
2:00 P.M. - 4:00 P.M. 
LACTC Headquarters 
818 W. 7th Street 
Los Angeles Room - 10th Floor 
Downtown Los Angeles 

For more information, please call Ryan Nakagawa at (213) 244-6303 

# # # 

Los Angeles County Transportation Commission 818 West Seventh Street, Suite 1100 • Los Angeles, CA 90017 • 213/623-1194 
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News 

NOVEMBER 23, 1992 

CONTACT: MICHAEL BUSTAMANTE/STEPHANIE BRADY 
LACTC TRANSPORTATION NEWS BUREAU 
(213) 244-6591, 6792 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

METRO FREEWAY SERVICE PATROL TO EXPAND HOURS 
FOR THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY TRAFFIC 

The Metro Freeway Service Patrol will expand its afternoon hours of operation on 

Thanksgiving eve, Wednesday November 25, to accommodate the large number of 

travelers expected to be on Los Angeles County's freeways. The Metro FSP will expand 

by five hours its afternoon service, from 12:00 noon until 9:00 PM. 

"Last year, on average, the Metro Freeway Service Patrol doubled its normal assist rate 

on Thanksgiving eve due to the large volume of traffic," said LACTC Executive Director 

Neil Peterson. "Because of the number of motorists out on the road trying to get to 

their destination, the FSP drivers will be out in force assisting motorists to make the 

holiday a little happier and a whole lot safer." 

Metro FSP drivers assist stranded motorists on more than 250 miles of Los Angeles' 

freeways. Metro FSP drivers will administer a "quick fix" -- change a flat tire, provide a 

gallon of gas, tape radiator hoses, or tow the motorist off the freeway -- free of charge. 

Since its inception 17 months ago in July 1991, the Metro FSP has assisted more than 

240,000 motorists. The service is paid for by Proposition C, the half-cent sales tax 

measure approved by voters in November 1990. 

# # # 
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News 

NOVEMBER 24, 1992 

CONTACT: MICHAEL BUSTAMANTE/S1EPHANIE BRADY 
IACTC 1RANSPORTATION NEWS BUREAU 
(213) 244-6591; 6792 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

IACTC RECEIVES PROPOSALS FOR LAX-PALMDALE AND 
SAN FERNANDO VALLEY EAST-WEST LINES 

The Los Angeles County Transportation Commission today received proposals from 

interested teams of proposers for both the proposed LAX-Palmdale line and the San 

Fernando Valley East-West line. The complex proposal process was broken down into 

two Requests For Proposals (RFP's): LAX-Palmdale with an option to also propose on 
--

the SFV East-West alignment m: the SFV East-West line alone without the option to 

propose an LAX-Palmdale alternative. 

The combined LAX-Palmdale/East-West RFP received four proposals, one of which did 

not include a combined proposal. This unique RFP is considered a "turnkey" project that 

allows the IACTC the authority to enter into a competitively negotiated agreement with 

a single contractor to provide the required services to design and construct the proposed 
.. 

projects (from start to finish} and turn them back over to the IACTC. This unique 

arrangement was created through legislation authored by Assemblyman Richard Katz 

(D-39). 

(MORE) 
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The teams of proposers for the combined LAX-Palmdale/East-West procurement 

include TransitlA (Bombardier, Fischbach Moore, ICF Kaiser); M-K (Morrison 

Knudsen, DMJM, Hughes Aircraft, and Kasler Corp.); Advanced Transit nchnology 

Team (Matra, ABB TraFtion, Kiewit, and Parsons, DeLeuw); and Thyssen (Thyssen 

Henschel, Hughes Aircraft, General.Atomics, and Booz, Allen). A partial list of 

technologies include Magnetic Levitation, Advanced light Rail, Advanced Monorail, IA 

Standard light Rail Vehicle and Advanced Rapid Transit The attached matrix provides 

a breakdown of each team and technology proposed. 

The East-West stand-alone proposal received a single response from the TransitlA 

team, proposing one of three technologies: Advanced Rapid Transit, Automated light 

Rail or Automated Monorail for the Ventura Freeway alignment No proposers 

provided a response for the Burbank Chandler alternative nor did any team propose a 

subway technology. 

The IACTC is scheduled to make a decision at its regularly scheduled December 16 

meeting on one .of two route alignments, the Burbank-Chandler alignment approved by 

the Commission in March 1989 or the Ventura Freeway aerial alignment, which has 

already undergone environmental review certified by the Commission last September. 

The IACTC staff will review the boxes of documents received by the teams of proposers 

to determine if the proposers met the RFP's technical requirements. Following that 

review, the SFV East-West alternative information will be discussed at the Planning and 

Mobility Improvement Committee of the I.ACTC at its regulaiily scheduled meeting on 

December 9. 

# # # 
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TEAM NAME 

TransitLA 

SPECIALIZED RAIL TRANSIT PROJECTS 

REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS 

RFP RESPONSE ABSTRACT 

EAST-WEST1 SAN FERNANDO VALLEY 

(Stand Alone Procurement) 

ST-009 

TEAM MEMBERS TECHNOLOGY ALIGNMENT($) 

PROPOSED 

Bombardier/UTDC Advanced Rapid Transit Ventura Fwy Elevat�d 
Systems Div or 

Automated Light Rail 
Fischbach and Moore or 

Automated Monorail 
ICF Kaiser Engineers 

• 

- 1 -

• 

TURNKEY/ 

NON 

TURNKEY 

NON-
TURNKEY 
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TEAM NAME 

TransitLA V 

. 

M-K ✓ 

SPECIALIZED RAIL TRANSIT PROJECTS 
REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS 

RFP RESPONSE ABSTRACT 
LAX-PALMDALE & EAST-WEST SAN FERNANDO VALLEY 

(Combined Procurement) 
ST-007 IST-008 

TEAM MEMBERS · TECHNOLOGY ALIGNMENT($) 
PROPOSED 

Bombardier/UTDC • LAX-SYLMAR -
' 

• LAX-PALMDALE 
Systems Div - Advanced Rapid Transit 

or 
Fischbach and Moore - Automated Light Rail 

ICF Kaiser Engineers • SYLMAR - PLAMDALE 
- Locomotive hauled bi-

level commuter 
coaches similar to 
Metrolink 

, 

, • EAST-WEST VALLEY • EAST-WEST VALLEY 
- Advanced Rapid Transit VENTURA FWY 

or ELEVATED 
- Automated Light Rail 

Morrison Knudsen LA Standard Light Rail LAX-Palmdale 
Corp. Vehicle with 

DMJM enhancements 
Hughes Aircraft Co. 
Kaster Corp 

- 1 -

TURNKEY! 
NON 

TURNKEY 

TURNKEY 

TURNKEY 
I 
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' TEAM NAME 

Advanced Transi:V 
Technology Team 

Thyssen Henschel, 

, 

SPECIALIZED RAIL TRANSIT PROJECTS 

REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS 

RFP RESPONSE ABSTRACT 

LAX-PALMDALE & EAST-WEST SAN FERNANDO VALLEY 

(Combined Procurement) 
ST-007 /ST-008 

TEAM MEMBERS TECHNOLOGY ALIGNMENT(S) 

PROPOSED 

Matra Transit Automated Guideway ' LAX-Palmdale 
Transit . 

ABB Traction East-West Ventura Fwy 
Elevated 

Kiewit Pacific 

farsons, Deleuw 
, Thyssen Henschel MAGLEV LAX-PALMDALE 
Hughes Aircraft 
General Atomics 
Booz, Allen & 
Hamilton 

- 2 • 

,• 

TURNKEY/ 

NON 

TURNKEY 

TURNKEY 

TURNKEY 
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DECEMBER 3, 1992 

CONTACT: PETER HIDALGO (213) 244-6142 
BRENDAN SHEPHERD (213) 244-7173 
METROLINK MEDIA RELATIONS 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

METROLINK IMPLEMENTS NEW SCHEDULE 
IMPROVES TRAVEL TIMES 

LOS ANGELES -- On Monday, December 7, Metrolink will implement a new 

schedule with decreased travel times. 

Travel times will decrease on all three lines, ranging from eight to 14 minutes. This 

is possible because of completion of signal and track improvements in the Metrolink 

Maintenance Facility area near downtown Los Angeles and train operators and dispatchers 

becoming more familiar with Metrolink operations. 

"The decrease in travel time is wonderful news to Southern California commuters," 

said Jacki Bacharach, Metrolink board chair and City of Rancho Palos Verdes 

councilmember. "The new schedule is an example of how Metrolink will continue to expand 

and improve." 

Metrolink also adjusted some evening departure times from Union Station. 

"We modified some departure times for several reasons," said Metrolink Executive 

Director Richard Stanger. "For the Ventura County Line, we did this to help reduce delays 

caused by other trains. Also, some passengers commented on the need to leave Union 

(MORE) 
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METROLINK IMPLEMENTS NEW SCHEDULE 

IMPROVES TRAVEL TIMES 

December 3, 1992 
Page 2 

Station a few minutes later to improve .the connections with the Metrolink Shuttles." 

Travel times will be reduced an average of nine minutes on the San Bernardino Line, 

12 minutes on the Santa Clarita Line and 14 minutes on the Ventura County Line. This 

represents at least an 18 percent reduction. 

For a copy of the new timetable, call 1-800-371-LINK between 6:00 a.m. and 8:00 

p. m., Monday through Friday. For recorded information concerning Metrolink, the 

customer service line is available 24 hours a days, seven days a week. 

Metrolink began commuter train service on October 26 on three routes: San 

Bernardino Line, Santa Clarita Line and Ventura County Line. Metrolink officials projected 

a daily ridership of 2,000. Currently, an average of 2,800 passenger trips a day are made on 

Metrolink. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: See attached timetable. 

### 



EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 7, 1992 

�,e. SAN BERNARDINO UNE 
INBOUND TO UNION STATION(AM) 

IROlN( 
.,e. 

SANTA CLARITA/ 
VENTURA COUNTY UNES 
INBOUND TO UNION STATION(AM) 

301 303 305 307 309 

CIMT 5:28 6:08 - 7:28 - 100 200 102 202 104 204 106 

MRPK 5:20 - 6:05 - 6:45 - 7:25 

PMNA 5:34 6:14 6:54 7:34 8:04 

SIMI 5:33 - 6:18 - 6:58 - 7:38 

CVNA 5:44 6:24 7:04 7:44 8:14 

CHWT 5:46 - 6:31 - 7:11 - 7:51 

BDPK - - - - -
VNYS 5:57 - 6:42 - 7:22 - 8:02 

EIMT 5:58 6:38 7:18 7:58 8:28 

SCLT - 5:40 - 6:35 - 7:30 -

CSLA - - - - -
BRBK 6:07 6:12 6:52 7:07 7:32 8:02 8:12 

LAUS 6:20 7:00 7:40 8:20 8:50 

GLND 6:14 6:19 6:59 7:14 7:39 8:09 8:19 

SAN BERNARDINO UNE LAUS 6:30 6:35 7:15 7:30 7:55 8:25 8:35 

OUTBOUND FROM UNION STATION(PM) 

300 302 304 306 308 
SANTA CLARITA/VENTURA COUNTY UNES 
OUTBOUND FROM UNION STATION(PM) 

LAUS 3:45 4:35 5:15 5:45 6:25 

201 101 103 203 105 205 107 
CSLA - - - - -

LAUS 4:10 4:20 5:00 5:30 5:40 6:15 6:30 

.lT 4:05 4:55 5:35 6:05 6:45 

GLND 4:25 4:35 5:15 5:45 5:55 6:30 6:45 

BDPK - - - - -
BRBK 4:32 4:42 5:22 5:52 6:02 6:37 6:52 

CVNA 4:19 5:09 5:49 6:19 6:59 

SCLT 5:07 - - 6:27 - 7:12 -
PMNA 4:31 5:21 6:01 6:31 7:11 

VNYS - 4:52 5:32 - 6:12 - 7:02 

CIMT - 5:28 6:08 6:38 -
CHWT - 5:03 5:43 - 6:23 - 7:13 

CLAREMONT 200 West 1st Street Between lndiaia HiU 
(CIMT) and C ollege Averoe SIMI - 5:15 5:55 - 6:35 - 7:25 

POMONA 205 Santa Fe Street Between Garey Averue 
(PMNA) and Fulton Road 
COVINA 600 Nor1h Gtrus Avenue Between Cypress Aveooe 

MRPK - 5:33 6:13 - 6:53 - 7:43 

(CVNAI and Badillo Aveooe 
BALDWIN PARK 3825 Downing Averue Downing Averue south 
(BDPK) of Ramo na 

MOORPARK 300 High Street East of Moorpcrk Avenue 
(MRPK) 

CAL STATE LA San Bernardino F ree way 
(CSLA) (1-10) T ransit Center 

SIMI VAWY 5050 IDs Angeles A verue West of Steans Avenue 
(SIMI) 

EL MONTE 10925 Railroad Street Tyler Averue nor1h of 
(ELMT) Valley Boulevad 

CHATSWORTH 21510 Oevonshre Street Between Lassen Street and 
(CHWT) Devon!hire Street 

LOS ANGELES 800 North Alaneda Nexttothe VAN NUYS 7720 Von Nuys Boulevad Nor1h of Saticoy Street 
UNION STATION HoUywoad fwy (VNYS) 
(LAUS) BURBANK 201 North F r ont Street Between Olive Street and 

(BRBK) Magnolia Street 

GLENDALE 400 West C erritos Avenue San Fernando Road south 
(GlND) of Los Feliz Boulevad 

SANTA CLARITA 22122 Soledad Canyon Road East of Speedway 
(SCLT) 



... 



News 

DECEMBER 7, 1992 

CONTACT: CLARA POTES-FELLOW /STEPHANIE BRADY 
LACTC TRANSPORTATION NEWS BUREAU 
213/244-6566; 6792 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

METRO BLUE LINE RAIL CROSSING STUDY 
REPORTS 600 VIOLATIONS PER WEEK 

As a part of a special enforcement effort funded by the LACTC to improve rail safety, 

the Sheriffs Department conducted a 90-day intensive review of grade crossings safety 

along the Metro Blue Line. 

The results of their findings released today at the Rail Construction Corporation's board 

meeting disclosed 7,760 citations for Blue Line grade-crossing violations, with a weekly 

average of 600. 

''The most common violations are illegal left turns and drivers and pedestrians who 

ignore warning lights and go around lowered crossing gates," said Lou Hubaud, LACTC 

Director of Rail Safety and Security. 

The rail safety task force included the deployment of 10 Sheriffs deputies, to patrol 

vehicle and pedestrian crossings along the most troubled Metro Blue Line intersections, 

from June 7 through September 4. 

(MORE) 
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METRO BLUE LINE RAIL CROSSING STUDY 
REPORTS 600 VIOLATIONS PER WEEK 
December 7, 1992 
Page 2 

The Sheriffs issued 43 citations per day for failure to stoµ for crossing signals and 

lowered gate arms, and 11 citations per day for failure to obey traffic signals and left 

turn restrictions. 

Since safety officials found that Sheriffs deputies presence at rail crossings tends to 

decrease the number of violations, the LACTC and RCC boards extended the special 

enforcement program through June 1993. 

The Blue Line grade crossing safety program is part of an overall rail safety plan that 

includes the Metro Blue Line, Metrolink and future rail lines. 

Based on recommendations from safety experts the LACTC is planning to establish 

additional safety measures such as automated enforcement systems, legislative initiatives, 

education, and traffic engineering improvements. 

# # # 

CP:gg [9:Violatio.rls\12.07.92] 





DECEMBER 7, 1992 

CONTACT: PETER HIDALGO (213) 244-6142 
BRENDAN SHEPHERD (213) 244-7173 
METROLINK MEDIA RELATIONS 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

METROLINK OFFERS FREE HOLIDAY TRAINS 

LOS ANGELES - Metrolink will run special holiday trains on two weekends this 

month, offering area residents a free ride on the new commuter train system. 

There will be one train on all three routes: San Bernardino, Santa Clarita and 

Ventura County lines. If passengers ride all the way to Union Station, they can get around 

downtown on the DASH shuttle which runs to Exposition Park, Chinatown, the garment and 

jewelry districts and other sites. 

"This is a great opportunity for people to take a day trip," said Jacki Bacharach, 

Metrolink board chair and Rancho Palos Verdes councilmember. "People could take their 

families to museums and galleries, and ride the train for free." 

On Saturday, December 12, the Ventura County Line train will depart the stations at 

the following times: Moorpark 8:30 a.m., Simi Valley 8:45 a.m., Chatsworth 9:00 a.m., 

Van Nuys 9:13 a.m., Burbank 9:25 a.m., Glendale 9:34 a.m. and arrive at downtown Los 

Angeles Union Station at 9:50 a.m. In the afternoon, the return trip will leave Union Stati�n 

(MORE) 
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METROLINK OFFERS FREE HOLIDAY TRAINS 
December 7, 1992 
Page 2 

at 3: 15 p.m. , Glendale at 3:31 p.m. , Burbank 3:39 p.m. , Van Nuys 3:50 p.m. , Chatsworth 

4:01 p.m., Simi Valley 4: 14 p.m. and arrive at Moorpark 4:32 p.m. 

Stations locations are: Moorpark, 300 ffigh St. (east of Moorpark Ave.), Simi 

Valley, 5050 Los Angeles Ave. (west of Steams Ave.) Chatsworth, 21510 Devonshire St. 

(between Lassen and Devonshire), Van Nuys, 7720 Van Nuys Blvd. (Van Nuys Blvd. north 

of Saticoy), Burbank, 201 N. Front St. (between Burbank Blvd. and Olive St.) and Glendale, 

400 W. Cerritos Ave. (Cerritos Ave. and San Fernando Rd. ,  south of Los Feliz Blvd.) 

On Saturday, December 19, the Santa Clarita Line train will depart the stations at the 

following times: Santa Clarita 9:00 a.m., Burbank 9:34 a.m., Glendale 9:43 a.m. and arrive 

at Union Station at 9:59 a.m. In the afternoon, the return train will depart Union Station �t 

3:30 p.m., Glendale at 3:46 p.m., Burbank 3:54 p.m. and arrive at Santa Clarita at 4:29 

p.m. 

Stations locations are: Santa Clarita, 22122 Soledad Canyon Rd. (east of Speedway), 

Burbank, 201 N. Front St. (between Burbank Blvd. and Olive St.) and Glendale, 400 W. 

Cerritos Ave. (Cerritos Ave. and San Fernando Rd. ,  south of Los Feliz Blvd.) 

Also on Saturday, December 19, there will be a train on the San Bernardino Line. 

This train will depart the stations at the following times: Pomona 9:00 a.m. , Covina 9: 12 

p.m., El Monte 9:28 a.m. and arrive at Union Station at 9:50 a.m. The return trip in the 

afternoon will depart Union Station at 3:30 p.m., El Monte 3:51 p.m. , Covina 4:06 p.m. and 

arrive in Pomona at 4: 18 p.m. 

, ,  
(MORE) 
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Station locations are: Pomona, 205 Santa Fe St. (between Garey Ave. and Fulton 

Rd. ) ,  Covina, 600 N. Citrus Ave. (between Cypress Ave. and Badillo Ave.), and El Monte, 

10925 Railroad St. (Tyler Ave. , north of Valley Blvd.) 

For more information, call 1-800-371-LINK. 

Metrolink began commuter train service on October 26 on three lines: San 

Bernardino, Santa Clarita and Ventura County. Metrolink normally runs 12 round-trip 

trains, Monday through Friday. 

# # #  





News 

DECEMBER 8, 1992 

CONTACT: MICHAEL BUSTAMANTE/STEPHANIE BRADY 
LACTC TRANSPORTATION NEWS BUREAU 
213/244-6591; 6792 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

LACTC COMMISSIONER TO PARTICIPATE IN PRESIDENT-ELECT 
CLINTON'S TRANSPORTATION TRANSITION CLUSTER GROUP 

LACTC Commissioner and Rancho Palos Verdes City Councilwoman Jacki Bacharach 

has been invited to participate in President-elect Bill Clinton's Transportation Transition 

Cluster Group during the next two weeks. The Cluster Group meetings will provide Ms. 

Bacharach the opportunity to discuss national transportation and infrastructure programs 

and review budget, personnel and policy issues as they relate to transportation. 

"By investing wisely in transportation infrastructure programs, the Clinton-Gore 

Administration has the opportunity to provide the economic stimulus necessary to allow 

American companies to transition into the emerging surface transportation industry," said 

Bacharach. "But in order to make that happen, local governments must get the federal 

funds so that the kinds of programs President-elect Clinton is looking at will get 

implemented." 

The Cluster Group will be charged with looking at the Department of Transportation 

(DOT), Federal Transit Administration (FTA), and other transportation departments to 

do a "quick audit". About 20 people from around the country will participate in that 

endeavor. 

(MORE) 
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Bacharach has been an I.ACTC Commissioner for over 10 years and is a nationally 

recognized leader in the transportation industry. In addition to her civic and I.ACTC 

duties, Ms. Bacharach is also the Chairwoman of the Southern California Regional Rail 

Authority (SCRRA), operators of the successful Metrolink commuter rail system. 

MB:gg[9:BachPres.rls\12.08.92] 

# # # 



News 

DECEMBER 10, 1992 

CONTACT: ROBERTA TINAJERO/STEPHANIE BRADY 
LACTC TRANSPORTATION NEWS BUREAU 
213/244-6565; 6792 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

PUBLIC HEARING SET ON ANNUAL UPDATE TO TRANSIT SERVICE FOR THE DISABLED 

The public is invited to comment on a proposed update of the county's transportation plan for 

the disabled at a public hearing organized by the Los Angeles County Transportation 

Commission. The annual update is required by the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA). 

Metro Access is the name of the service being phased in throughout the county over the next 

few years. The specialized shuttle service provides on-call service for those persons with 

disabilities who cannot board, ride or disembark from a regular bus or rail system. 

The public hearing is: Tuesday, December 15, 1992 
1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Los Angeles County Transportation Commission 
Union Station Room, 2nd floor 
818 W. 7th Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

A copy of the annual update can be obtained by calling 213/244-6284 or TDD 213/244-6908 

for the hearing impaired. Plans are available in Braille and large print for persons with 

visual impairments. Written comments will be accepted through January 8, 1993 and should 

be mailed to the above address and attention to: Deidre Heitman, CTSA Program Manager. 

All comments will be submitted to the U.S. Department of Transportation on 

January 26, 1993. 

RT:gg[9:Disable2.rls\12.10.92] 
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News 

DECEMBER 16, 1992 

CONTACT: MICHAEL BUSTAMANTE/STEPHANIE BRADY 
LACTC TRANSPORTATION NEWS BUREAU 
213/244-6591; 6792 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

VENTURA FREEWAY ALTERNATIVE ADOPTED AS PREFERRED ALIGNMENT 
FOR SAN FERNANDO EAST/WEST RAIL LINE 

The Los Angeles County Transportation Commission (LACTC) today approved a motion 

by LACTC Chairman and L.A. County Supervisor Michael Antonovich which called for 

the adoption of the Ventura Freeway as the preferred alignment for the San Fernando 

Valley East/West rail line. The motion was approved by a six to three vote, with two 

LACTC Commissioners abstaining. 

The motion also instructs the Executive Director to enter into a negotiated procurement 

for the proposals recently received by the private sector concerning the final pricing 

structure, timing and technology for the Ventura Freeway line and report back any draft 

agreement to the Commission for final approval. Staff is also requested to report back 

to the Commission at the January meeting to include an analysis of costs associated with 

operation, maintenance and security that might offset the difference in costs to construct 

an aerial guideway. A final decision is expected at the LACTC's regularly scheduled 

January 1993 Commission meeting. 

MB:gg[9:SFVVote.rls\12.16.92) 
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News 

DECEMBER 17, 1992 
.. 

CONTACT: MICHAEL BUSTAMANTE/STEPHANIE BRADY 
LACTC TRANSPORTATION NEWS BUREAU 
213/244-6591; 6792 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

LACTC APPROVES JOBS DEVELOPMENT TASK FORCE TRAINING PROGRAM 

The Los Angeles County Transportation Commission (LACTC) approved a jobs 

development and training program proposed by LACTC Commissioner Nick Patsaouras, 

who also serves as chair of the Job Development/Training Task Force. 

"Economic growth and jobs creation is the foremost challenge of this decade and, as a 

major regional economic force, the LACTC is in a position to make a significant 

contribution toward employment development," said LACTC Commissioner and RTD 

Board member Nick Patsaouras. "This Task Force was charged with and has developed 

a model program that will help to redirect displaced and unemployed workers." 

The program approved by the LACTC encourages a commitment to job development 

and training from contractors and bidders seeking to do business with the LACTC. "We 

are recommending that at least three percent (3%) of the total direct labor costs be 

allocated to a job development and training plan by all contractors and bidders," said 

Patsaouras. "And at least half of that should go toward programs designed to increase 

employment opportunities for workers between 17 and 35." 

(MORE) 
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Under the program, bidders would be eligible for bonus points in the contract award 

process if at least two of the following activities are met including: 

• Organized activities designed to improve basic skills of employees including 

writing, reading, and communication skills necessary to coping with changing job 

requirements; 

• Activities that constitute formal, technical efforts to upgrade and enhance on-the­

job competencies to improve job performance and raise employee productivity; 

• Formal programs designed to facilitate and aid in the training and hiring of 

displaced workers predominantly between the ages of 17 and 35; 

• Train and facilitate career readiness for high school students seeking entry level 

employment opportunities in labor markets, in addition to developing programs 

such as in-house and/or formal programs in traditional education institutions 

aimed at increasing employment opportunities for presently unemployed workers. 

"This broad coalition of labor, education and business leaders that comprise the Task 

Force have taken the first step to develop a game plan on how to approach one of the 

most critical issues of our time. By including all facets of our diverse community, we can 

work together toward the common goal of an equitable distribution of jobs, creative 

opportunity for the business sector, and economic enhancement for our city," concluded 

Patsaouras. 

# # # 
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CONTACT: PETER HIDALGO (213) 244-6142 
BRENDAN SHEPHERD (213) 244-7173 
METROLINK MEDIA RELATIONS 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

METROLINK JANUARY PASSES VALID IN FEBRUARY 

LOS ANGELES -- Metrolink monthly pass users ride free in February with their January 

pass, it was announced recently. 

The program intends to increase awareness about monthly passes -- the most 

economical way to ride Metrolink. 

"I think some people just hear about one-way or round-trip ticket prices," Metrolink 

Executive Director Richard Stanger said. "When a person considers a monthly pass and how 

many trips they make in a month, the cost per day drops by over a third. A one-way ticket 

from Moorpark to Los Angeles is $6.50. But with a monthly pass, the trip is a lot cheaper. 

For example, Metrolink trains will run 20 days this January. That equals 40 trips, counting 

the morning and evening commutes. A monthly pass from Moorpark to Los Angeles costs 

$ 176. That breaks down to $4.40 per trip, $2.20 less each way than a one-way ticket. Plus, 

all Metrolink tickets are good for free transfers to connecting buses and the new Metro Red 

Line subway. 

"A commuter can also look at ticket prices based on cost per mile. The 46.9 mile 

trip from Moorpark to L.A. , with the monthly pass, costs only 9.4 cents per mile,"  Stanger 

(MORE) 

Southern California Regional Rail Authority 8 1 8  West Seventh Street, Suite 700 · Los Angeles, CA 900 1 7  
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said. "And, with the January special, a commuter can get two months for the price of one." 

To take advantage of the promotion, passengers can simply purchase a January 

monthly pass as they would normally. This same January pass will also be valid in 

Februrary. The pass does not have to be exchanged or validated in any way. 

Monthly passes are sold the last five days and the first ten days of each month (Dec. 

27-Jan. 10). Passes are sold at all Metrolink stations from ticket vending machines (I'VMs). 

The TVMs accept cash, and early next year credit and debit cards. Passengers may also buy 

passes at the Union Station ticket window weekdays between 6:00 and 9:30 in the morning 

and 3:00 and 6:30 in the evening. Cash, check and credit cards are accepted at the window. 

A Metrolink monthly pass is valid for unlimited trips within a calendar month and only has 

to be displayed to a train conductor upon request. Metrolink also offers three other ticket 

types: one-way, round-trip and ten-trip. 

Monthly passes and ten-trip tickets also are sold through the Metrolink Employer Pass 

Program. Companies with an Employee Transportation Coordinator (ETC) may order 

Metrolink passes through the mail. 

Metrolink is the new commuter train system which opened October 26. Metrolink 

operates 12 round-trip trains each weekday during the commute periods between downtown 

Los Angeles and Claremont, Moorpark and Santa Clarita. For more information, call 

1-800-3 71-LINK. 

### 
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News RTD-246  

Contact : Greg Davy/Jim smart 

( 2 13 )  972 •4400 

RTD BOARD DIRECTS S'l�AFF TO DETERMINE 

METRO RED LINE SUBWJ�Y OPENING DATE 

BASED ON SYSTEM RELJ:ABILITY AND SAFETY 

Dec • 1 7 , 19 9 2 

FOR IMMEDIA�E RELEASE 

The RTD Board <>f Directors Thursday directed RTD staff to 

determine an openinq date for the first leg of the Metro Red Line 

subway system, usin�J safety and reliability as its top criteria . 

The directfon c:ame in the form of a motion put forth by 

Board Member Antoni<, Villaraigosa , building on a unanimously­

approved safety motion by Los Angeles city Councilman and Board 

Member Richard Alatc>rre that was made at the previous RTD board 

meeting . 

The motion followed a Red Line operations progress ;report 

given by RTD Assistant General Manager for Operations Arthur 

Leahy . Leahy ' s repo1::-t raised a number of operatior1a l problems , 

especially with the new rai l  cars , that he stated must be 

resolved before the trains were fully prepared for revenue 

service . 

"The Red Line i;>resentn a gre.at asset to Los Angeles County , " 

Leahy said . "People are going to go into the stations and look at 

the trains for the f irst time , arid they I re going tc• say it ' s  

more . . .  
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Under the program, bidders would be eligible for bonus pomts in the contract award 

process if at least two of the following activities are met including: 

• Organized activities designed to improve basic skills of employees including 

writing, reading, and communication skills necessary to coping with changing job 

requirements; 

• Activities that constitute formal, technical efforts to upgrade and enhance on-the­

job competencies to improve job performance and raise employee productivity; 

• Formal programs designed to facilitate and aid in the training and hiring of 

displaced workers predominantly between the ages of 17 and 35; 

• Train and facilitate career readiness for high school students seeking entry level 

employment opportunities in labor markets, in addition to developing programs 

such as in-house and/ or formal programs in traditional education institutions 

aimed at increasing employment opportunities for presently unemployed workers. 

"This broad coalition of labor, education and business leaders that comprise the Task 

Force have taken the first step to develop a game plan on how to approach one of the 

most critical issues of our time. By including all facets of our diverse community, we can 

work together toward the common goal of an equitable distribution of jobs, creative 

opportunity for the business sector, and economic enhancement for our city," concluded 

Patsaouras. 

# # # 
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wonderful .  That ' s  why we are determined to make sure the trains 

are fully reliable and safe . " 

"I 'm  not inter�asted in rushing ahead to schedule an opening 

date just for the suke of having a date , '' said Los Angeles City 

Councilman and RTO board member Richard Alatorre . "l don ' t  

believe that ' s  respc>nsible . Until we � it ' s  ready , I will not 

vote on � date . .. 

Among the issuus raised in the report : 

• Only four of the 12 rail cars are fully ready tor 

operation .. Further , there has been a shortage of 

critical 11pare parts on hand . 

• The electronic control unit that controls  the car ' s  

friction !>raking system sometimes malfunctions , causing 

trains to come to a safety stop during operation for no 

apparent 1:-eason . 

• The car dClors sometimes j am ,  apparently caused by 

insulation inside the door that interferes with the 

door ' s  oporation . 

• A variety of problems still  exist with the train ' s  

intercoms and radio communication system . 

• All four <)f the fire emergency deluge systems in the 

underground stations fa iled during a recent test , as 

well as one of the gas detection systems . 

more . . .  
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In putting forth the motion , RTO Board member Antonio 

Villaraigosa stated :: "Ultimately , the responsibility for the 

safety of the trainn falls on lUL. the operator of the Red Line . 11 

RTD staff contlnue to meet with "LAC!rC/RCC staff to determine 

a reasonable 11work-1:oward" start-up date . 

"These types oj� issues are typical of major rail  proj ects 

during the final te11ting and initial operational test phases , "  

said RTD General Manager Alan F .  Pegg . "They should not represent 

a aerious problem or delay for the Red Line , but must be 

addressed on a very current basis . "  

-30-
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DECEMBER 23, 1992 

CONTACT: CLARA POTES-FELLOW /STEPHANIE BRADY 
LACTC TRANSPORTATION NEWS BUREAU 
213/244-6566; 6792 
RUSSELL SNYDER - CALTRANS 213/897-0849 
ESMERALDA LEOS - CHP 818/240-8200 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

LA.'s METRO CALL BOX SYSTEM IS NEW AND COMPLETE 

Los Angeles County drivers are getting a holiday present this season. Upgrading of the 

Metro Call Box System, the nation's largest, is finally complete with approximately 4,300 

call boxes installed on almost 700 miles of freeways and highways. 

"The 30-year-old system was replaced with the latest cellular and solar technology," said 

Supervisor Mike Antonovich, Los Angeles County Transportation Commission (LACTC) 

Chairman. ''The old underground wire has been deactivated. The new wireless 

equipment will save taxpayers thousands of dollars needed in the past to repair 

underground wire damages." 

Call boxes are used by drivers to report freeway accidents, disabled vehicles and medical 

emergencies. About 60,000 to 90,000 calls are placed by L.A. County motorists monthly. 

"The new freeway call box system is synonymous with safety and convenience," said Neil 

Peterson, LACTC Executive Director. "The new, more reliable equipment allows the 

(MORE) 
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user to place calls faster, reducing the time stranded motorists wait for help on the 

freeway." 

Upgrading and expansion of the system began in October 1991. The $18 million 

program was financed by a $1 surcharge on vehicle registration fees in the County of Los 

Angeles. 

The project provided for the replacement of 3,500 existing boxes and installation of 800 

additional call boxes in new locations. New call boxes were installed for the first time on 

Pearblossom Highway (Route 138), Angeles Crest Highway (Route 2), Route 39, the 

Antelope Valley Freeway (Route 14) and Pacific Coast Highway. Metrolink stations also 

have call boxes to assist passengers in case of emergency or vehicle malfunction. 

''The new call boxes will serve us better than ever," said Jerry Baxter, Caltrans District 7 

Director. "Our studies show that about half of all freeway congestion is caused by stalled 

or disabled vehicles. As traffic managers, we know that the sooner we respond to such 

incidents, the sooner traffic gets back to normal." 

Motorists' calls are responded to by bilingual operators located at the California 

Highway Patrol communications center. When a call is placed, the operators first make 

sure the motorist is not in traffic lanes. Then they dispatch aid from a tow truck service, 

automobile repair shop, family, friend or whoever the motorist wishes to obtain help 

from. 

(MORE) 
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"Call boxes are complemented by the Freeway Service Patrol, another joint program of 

the CHP, Caltrans and the IACTC," said Richard Noonan, CHP Assistant Chief. "The 

two combined are helping to reduce congestion and make the freeways safer." 

County call boxes are installed within easy walking distance on the right shoulder of 

freeways and highways. On most freeways the phones are placed about every quarter 

mile and on remote highways they are located at about one-mile intervals. 

The busiest call boxes are on freeways 710, 60, 405, 10 and 91. Call boxes are most 

frequently used between 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. The average call box is used about 12 

times per month with some call boxes used up to 70 times per month. 

CP:gg[9:Cal1Box.rls\12.23.92] 
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METRO CALL BOXES NEW FEA TURES 

• CELLULAR TELEPHONE SYSTEM 

• SOLAR POWER 

• AUTOMATIC NUMBER IDENrIFICATION which allows the CHP 
operator to identify the phone location of the caller. 

• 1/4 MILE SPACING 

• BILINGUAL (ENGLISH/SPANISH) INSTRUCTIONS 

• HEARING AID COMPATIBILITY 

• NOISE SUPPRESSION FEATURE which blocks some of the freeway 
noise allowing easier understanding between the caller and the operator. 

• SELF-DIAGNOSTIC CIRCUITRY that automatically reports 
breakdowns to a central control facility. 

• AlITOMATIC THEFf AND VANDALISM ALARMS 

• LARGER PEDESTRIAN STANDING AREAS 

• CELLULAR TELEPHONE SYSTEM 

• CALL BOX OPERATORS LINKED TO THE METRO FREEWAY 
SERVICE PATROL which allows faster response during peak hours. 

# # # 


