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EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT AND AUDIT COMMITTEE
February 19, 2004

SUBJECT: TRANSPORTATION EQUITY ACT - A LEGACY FOR USERS (TEA-LU)

ACTION: SUPPORT - WORK WITH AUTHOR: H.R. 3550

RECOMMENDATION

R. 3550 , TEA-LU - Would reauthorize the federal highway, public transportation, highway
safety, and motor carrier safety program for six (6) years, from fiscal years 2004 through 2009.
SUPPORT-WORK WITH AUTHOR POSITION

ISSUE

Every six years the u.S. Congress acts to reauthorize America s surface transportation programs.
The next reauthorization bill is currently being crafted, given that the previous reauthorization
bill expired on October 1 2003 and an extension of that same bill will expire on February 29
2004. The MTA is working with the appropriate authorizing Committees in both the U.S. House
of Representatives and the Senate to ensure that its interests will be advanced by the next
reauthorization bill adopted by Congress and signed into law by the President.

POLICY IMPLICATIONS

The reauthorization of America s surface transportation programs will have a major impact on
the MTA. The formula funding in the current reauthorization bill provides over $500 million
annually for the MT A. In addition, the reauthorization bill will identify specific MT 
Reauthorization High Priority Highway and Transit Projects and other Priority Projects
(Attachment A) important to improving the mobility of Los Angeles County residents.

The reauthorization bill being advanced by the Bush Administration, the Safe , Accountable
Flexible and Efficient Transportation Act of2003 , includes only $247 billion over six years for
America s surface transportation programs and projects. If adopted as written, this
reauthorization proposal would likely result in a decrease in formula funds received by the MT 



OPTIONS

The MTA may consider not taking a position on TEA-LU because the bill' s financial price, over
$370 billion, may entail leveraging additional taxes on motorists. Though no specific revenue
source has been identified by the authors ofTEA- , there is speculation that the federal gas tax
would need to be indexed to fund the projects and programs detailed in the legislation. Board
members may not want to endorse legislation that may increase the tax burden on Los Angeles
County residents and all Americans. However, not supporting H.R. 3550 may be of concern to
the authors ofthe bill, who are interested in securing the support of major transportation
agencies , like the MT A.

FINANCIAL IMPACT

The reauthorization of TEA-21 will have a major impact on the MT A, with respect to both
federal formula funding and the authorization of specific MT A projects. Every year the MT A
receives over $500 million dollars in formula funding derived from provisions of law authorizing
America s surface transportation programs. Among these programs is the Congestion Mitigation
Air Quality program, from which the MTA derives over $100 million annually.

BACKGROUND

The Transportation Equity Act of the 21 sl Century (TEA-21) expired last year. On October 1
2003 President Bush signed legislation extending the bill' s provisions for five months. That bill
expires on February 29 , 2004.

Last year, the Chairman of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, Rep. Don
Young of Alaska, introduced the Transportation Equity Act - A Legacy for Users , more
popularly known as TEA-Lu. This bill would reauthorize the federal highway, public
transportation, highway safety, and motor carrier safety programs for 6 years , from fiscal years
2004 through 2009.

On February 3 , 2004 the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee s Subcommittee on
Highways , Transit and Pipelines is scheduled to mark-up TEA-LU (Attachment B).
Knowledgeable sources have indicated that the placement of specific projects will be attempted
during the House Tansportation and Infrastructure Committee s full committee mark-up in the
House, which may occur as early as the second week of February.

In the u.S. Senate , there are two committees of jurisdiction that craft the reauthorization
bill. The Senate Environment and Public Works (EPW) Committee drafts the Highway
provision and the Senate Banking Committee crafts the Transit provisions. The EPW Committee
has drafted its portion of the reauthorization bill, while the Banking Committee has yet to
determine when it will release its portion of the reauthorization bill. Sources in the Senate have
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indicated that both the EPW and Banking Committee Chairmen will prefer to place individual
projects in their respective bills during conference.

NEXT STEPS

The Government Relations Department, in concert with our federal advocates, will be closely
monitoring Congressional action related to TEA-Lu. The Government Relations Department
will coordinate efforts to ensure that the Los Angeles Congressional Delegation and California
two u.S. Senators have the most accurate and detailed information necessary to ensure that TEA-
LU benefits the MT A.

Specifically, the Government Relations Department will work with TEA-LU' s authors and
supporters to ensure that the manner in which the formula funding in the bill is apportioned is
beneficial to the MT A. If necessary, the Government Relations Department will encourage
Members of Congress to draft and submit amendments to TEA-LU to advance MTA'
programmatic and project priorities as outlined in its 2004 Calendar Year Legislative Program.

ATTACHMENT

MTA High Priority Highway and Transit Projects and Other Priority Projects
Summary ofTEA-LU prepared by the House Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee

Prepared by: Raffi Hamparian, Government Relations Manager for Federal Affairs
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Maria A. Guerra

Chief of Staff

Roger Sn
Chief Executive Officer
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ATTACHMENT A

REGIONAL HIGH PRIORITY PROJECTS

ote: Within Priorities, ro ects are in at habeticalorder

MTA LONG RANGE TRANPORTATION PLAN
Alameda Corridor East: Construction Improvements & Traffic Light Synchronization &

Los An eles Eastside Li t Rail Transit Pro ect
Mid-CitylExposition Boulevard Light Rail Project from Downtown Los Angeles to
Venice/Robertson
MTA Bus and Rail Capital Improvements (vehicles, equipment, facilities, security, rapid
bus ex ansion and other ca ital needs
Municipal Operators Bus Capital Improvements (vehicles, equipment, facilities, security,
ra id bus ex ansion and other ca ital needs
Route 1-5 HOV rovements from Route 134 to Route 170
Route 1-5: Add 1 Mixed Flow and 1 HOV Lane from Rosemead (I-60S) to Orange County
Line
Route 1-405 HOV Lanes from Route 1- 10 to Route US 101

HOMELAND SECURITY PROJECTS
Los Angeles World Airports (LAW A) Transportation Security Improvements (Green line
/Peo Ie Mover ExtensionlRemote Fl wa lBa a e Check-In Enhancements

Transportation Equity.Act (TEA-LlJ) page



ATTACHMENT A

REGIONAL PRIORITY PROJECTS

MT A LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION

MTA REGIONAL PARTNERS
TRANSIT
ASI Paratransit Capital Improvements (vehicles, equipment, facilities , security, and other
ca ital needs

Pro "eet

HIGHWAY PROJECTS

e Im rovements

Centers
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ATTACHMENT A
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ATTACHMENT B

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

TRANSPORT A ~ON EQUITY ACT: A LEGACY FOR USERS (TEA LU)

The House Transportation Committee bill reauthorizes the fedei-al highway, public
transportation, highway safety. and motor carrier safety programs for six years, from
fiscal years 2004 through 2009.

The House Transportation Committee bill provides a total of$375 billion in new
funding - a 72 percent increase over the total funding for TEA 21 (1998-2003), and a 52
percent increase over the total funding proposed in the administration s SAFETEA
reauthorization bill.

The House Transportation Committee bill will continue and protect existing U.S. jobs
in the transportation sector and related industries. More than 1.3 million new jobs will be
created tmder highway funding provisions of the House Transportation Committee bill.

The Bouse Transportation Committee bill increases the minimum guaranteed
~cn~e ofretum ~h State will get back ftom Federal highway formula progrmris
from 90.5 percent to 95 percent by 2009.

COMPARISON OF FUNDING TOTALS BY AGENCY

(IN M/LIJONS) 

AGENCY
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION

FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINIS1R,ATION

FEDERAL MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY ADMINISTRATION

NATIONAL HIOHW A Y TRAFFIc SAFETY ADMIN.

TOTAL

TEA 21

$174,000
$41,000

300
$1,700

$218 000

SAFETEA
$195,060
$45 810

830
$3,415

$247,115

TEA LU
$298 700

. $69,200

$3,300
$4,200 .

$375,400

SOME FUTURE ACTIONS OF CONGRESS ARE ASSUMED IN TInS BILL:

I) Adequate resources will be identified to pay for the increased programs.

2) The ethanol-related losses to the Highway Trust Fund resulting from the 5.2 cents per
gallon subsidy and the diversion of2.5 cents per gallon from the Highway Trust Fund to
the General Fund will be addressed.
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ATTACHMENT B

Comparison of Funding Levels
~pportioned Federal 'Highway Programs

. 6 Year Funding
IDm! TEA 21 SAFETEA TEA.

Alabama 341 968 630 526,997 745 4,470,648,638
Alaska 960 964 286 069,120,226 2:593,721,928

. Arizona 778,946,027 050,813 563 . 080,072 991
Arkansas 193.453,500 2,300,264,106 928 354.204
California 15,273,463 726 ' 16,806,102 784. .22,256,986,623
Coiorado 007,568 401 ,. 2.310,409 548 384,827,297
Connecticut 498,327 427 650,466 042 305,770,978
Delaware 728,428,392 776,761,974 . 963,040,353
DlsL of Col. 651,044.411 694,574,783 861 ;163,571
florida 821,137,646 588 931 659 11,164.669.016
Georgia 910,288 580 311,837,624 8,258,233,517

, Hawaii 851.748,417 905,582,869 126,957,484
Idaho 1,273,863.938 1 ,348,490,413 680.096.168
III/nois 563,015,825 938,465,409 9,280,674 111
Indiana 962.324.182 115,342,629 054.306,924
Iowa 977,325,247 096,850 372 .2,916.545.479
Kansas 927.824.584 044.166 050 550,620,212
Kentucky 912,770 102 096,311.332 074,292,485
Louisiana 670,531,346 836,811 485 712,658,151
Maine 876,267,325 . 922 911 414 . 176 558.1326
Maryland 659 318 115 921.336,320 796,768.616
Massachusetts 090.511,398 3,273,384,855 133,729,744
Michigan 305,598,517 516.553,661 714,235,465
Minnesota 465,274,809 624,693,785 681,813,086
~ississlppi 043.841,261 163 511,350 837 674,147
Missouri 970,096.450 117.407 739 510,246,551
Montana 634.847,150 732.598,930 161,398,659
Nebraska 1 ,275.793,358 360,439 858 788,318 678
Nevada 193 301,386 1 ,272,667,510 707,262,086
New Hampshire 851,374,284 904 728 898 123,909,888
New Jersey 353,183,704 748,320 476 223,320,571
New Mexico 1 ,626,229,567 725,450 699 151,602,815

, New York 486,587,169 057,022,236 11 ,238,663,508
North Carolina 668,385,915 999,950,766 787,283,085
North Dakota 078 988,867 151 916 960 426,492,639
Ohio 779.848.982 097.306 161 336, 150,855
Oklahoma 533.581,202 709.312 927 562.609,050
Oregon 038,880,248 130.722.602 715.952 529
Pennsylvania 302,006.159 695.859,103 10.859.673,170
Rhode Island 985,963.500 041,086,034 1,296 969,807
South Carolina 745,246,873 938.228,495 844.023,965
South Dakota 199 921 376 1,252,800 133 556,233,157
Tennessee 776.3~0.462 953,716 312 5,207 063,330
Texas 12,636 947.044 14,020,986 767 18.708 665,870
Utah 296,075 964 373,877.505 835,329,244
Vermont 752 642.127 802,448 346 995,475,483
Virginia 271,063.968 ' 4,495.275 685 100,714.221
Washington 949,752,201 133,868.958 247.516 171
West Virginia 859,855,804 968,305 710 2,463,981,410
Wisconsin 277,559,291 3,477,053 055 399.217;203
Wyoming 149, 126,680 1.221 689,996 513,131,441

Total 167.439 385 823 179,273 733,859 238 765 625,202
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